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Next HLAA meeting will be 

October 28, 2017 

Englewood Public Library 

Anderson Meeting Room 

Our Guest Speakers for October are—  

Luke Adams, Outreach Consultant, Hard of Hearing Specialty 

Colorado Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH) 

Luke.adams@state.co.us   http://ccdhh.com/index.php/ocs/ 

Luke Adams, who worked at the New Mexico Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, is our new Outreach Consultant-

Hard of Hearing Specialty.  Ryan Odland, who worked at Helen Keller National Center for many years, will be our Outreach 

Consultant-DeafBlind Specialty.  Both have gained many years of experience working and gaining skills in their specialties  

Luke will work with hard-of-hearing and Ryan will work with deafblind communities to provide system navigation, overcomes 

barriers, educate individual rights, etc.  This will benefit CCDHH and the communities they serve.  Any business, government 

agency, community organization in need of technical assistance in providing a culturally affirmative experience for their work-

force, should contact the outreach team (from the June CCDHH newsletter, which was reprinted in the June 2017 HLAA-Denver 

Newsletter) 

 
Recent Article:  President Trump Signs OTC Hearing Aid Legislation into Law – Excerpt from www.hearingreview.com, 
August, 2017  
 Recently, President Donald Trump signed into law the Food and Drug Administration Reauthorization Act of 2017, legisla-

tion that includes the Over the Counter Hearing Aid Act designed to provide greater public accessibility and affordability with over-

the-counter (OTC) hearing aids.  The OTC Hearing Aid Act is designed to enable adults with perceived mild-to-moderate hearing loss 

to access OTC hearing aids without being seen by a hearing care professional.  The new legislation will require the FDA to create and 

regulate a category of OTC hearing aids to ensure they meet the same high standards for safety, consumer labeling, and manufactur-

ing protection that all the other medical devices must meet.  It mandates the FDA to establish an OTC hearing aid category for adults 

with “perceived” mid-to-moderate hearing loss within 3 years of passage of the legislation.  At the other end, the Hearing Industries 

Association (HIA) has been advocating for higher levels of safety and consumer protection, as well as manufacturing and perfor-

mance standards.  It is anticipated that the FDA will host several hearings, as well as a comment prior to publishing the new regula-

tions.   

(Over) 

 

http://www.hearingreview.com


(Continued from Previous Side) 

 The American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA) and the HIA have expressed concerns about measures like the 

new reauthorization legislation that give persons with moderate hearing loss access to OTC hearing aids.  “Greater degrees of hearing 

loss are serious medical concerns with broader health implications”, ASHA President Gail J. Richard said in a recent statement.  

“People who experience greater than a mild degree of hearing loss could take the misguided step of trying to seek relief via OTC solu-

tion.  A better source of care would involve treatment overseen by a certified and licensed audiologist.” 

 Richards also said it is in the public’s interest that Congress requires the FDA to track the safety and user satisfaction issues 

that arise with greater access to OTC hearing aids.  “That way, they could better assess the implications of a do-it-yourself model for 

hearing care.”  Hearing Industries Association (HIA) Chairman and President of Starkey Hearing Technologies Brandon Sawalich cau-

tioned, “Like a thumb print, every ear and hearing loss is unique.  The greater the degree of hearing loss (moderate, severe and pro-

found), the greater the need for the services of a hearing professional to properly evaluate the hearing impairment, select the proper 

hearing aid for their loss, and provide patient education, care, counseling, and service.  Hearing loss correction with hearing aids is suc-

cessful when the qualified professional human touch is brought into the process, not the cash register.  Hearing loss is a medical issue, 

not a consumer electronics opportunity.” 

Comments from readers: - Food for Thought 

 I am trying to hold off on buying a pair of hearing aids until Act is in effect.  I am willing to wait a year (end of 2018) but no more.  

Even Costco is too pricy for me.  --Christine 

 Many people I know have 4-6 thousand dollar hearing aids which have ended up in a drawer not being used.  I am thankful there 

will be OTC aids for $300 or so.  That way when I finally buy them and they also end up in a drawer, I will have spent one tenth 

the cost.  --William 

 I hope and pray that the government gets out and stays out of the Hearing Aid business.  Consumers are plenty smart to decide 

these things for themselves, despite the whining of those in the industry.  --Richard 

 I am a speech pathologist and work with multiple individuals that suffer from hearing loss.  All of the individuals that I see most 

certainly need to be followed by an audiologist yearly as well as have specialized hearing aids for the particular loss.  I am scared 

that many parents are going to obtain over the counter hearing aids for their children which could affect the ability to acquire nor-

mal language development as well as articulation skills. This could potentially be a huge factor in the progress these children (and 

adults) make in therapy…  --Lisa 

 I’ve been in the hearing aid business for 17 years.  There has always been hearing aids available that cost less than $300.  You can 

go on ebay and find them for less than $100.  The OTC act was created so Samsung and Bose, who have deep pockets and can buy 

politicians, can get into the hearing aid business.  The problem with hearing loss is there’s no pain involved and people would ra-

ther walk around not hearing than to spend money to correct it. --John 

 Although this sounds like a good idea, I don’t think “perceived” hearing loss is a good judgement criterion.  Overlooking a doctor 

or Audiologist could also overlook other more serious problems related to hearing loss. What about counseling and service of these 

OTC devices.  Who will take care of and pay for that? —Elizabeth  

 About time.  Hearing and manufacturers and audiologists will undoubtedly scream bloody murder at what amounts to deregulation 

of the monopolistic hold on hearing aids.  This should open the door to innovation.  As a physician with severe hearing loss, I ap-

plaud the legislation.  I hope the FDA moves ahead quickly to authorize devices.  I hope too, that it provides a stimulus to the en-

tire area of hearing loss help including assistive listening systems and devices in public places.  There has been a shameful dearth 

of such for the millions of handicapped American who would like to hear what is going on in churches, public meetings and places 

of entertainment.  --Joe  

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THIS??? 
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