February 2019

Denver Chapter News
HLAA’s mission: To
provide information,
Meetings:
Third Saturday of the month
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Englewood Public Library
1000 Englewood Parkway
Englewood, CO 80110 (Hampden and Inca)

education, support and
advocacy for people
with hearing loss

President: Bernie Steinberg
303-756-1107; berniedan@yahoo.com
Vice President: Bob Haigh
303-789-5986; roberth461@comcast.net
Secretary: Marilyn Weinhouse
xweinhouse@aol.com
Treasurer: Miki Seeley
303-757-7302; seeley60@aol.com
News editor: Paula DeJohn
303-617-6135 Paula.dejohn@yahoo.com
Hearinglossdenver.org
© 2018 HLAA-Denver Chapter. All rights reserved.

New hearing
aids pair directly
with phones
As technology marches on, our
monthly speakers have been
helping us keep track of the newest
devices.
At the Denver Chapter’s January
meeting, Pearl Toboika, Au.D., of
Connect Hearing in Denver,
described the newest version of
Phonak’s Marvel line of hearing
aids. The Audeo Marvel was
introduced November 30, 2018.
This time, the big change is direct
pairing with Bluetooth devices such
as phones, laptops and music
players. The technology allows
users to eliminate auxiliary devices, such as
headphones and ComPilot streamers, and hear sound
directly in their hearing aids.
Dr Toboika notes that, unlike most hearing aids with
Bluetooth streaming capability, the Audeo Marvel
connects with Android phones as well as iPhones.
However, the direct streaming does drain battery
power rapidly, in about two or three days depending
on use and the amount of amplification needed. “The
newest hearing aids have rechargeable batteries,” she
notes, and she recommends them for convenience.
The Audeo Marvel also includes an app that transcribes
calls in real time, turning them into text messages.
According to an online advertisement, the Audeo
Marvel hearing aids sell for about $2,300 each.

Chapter reelects officers
At the January meeting, HLAA Denver Chapter
members unanimously reelected two officers whose
terms had expired at the end of 2018. Vice president
Bob Haigh and treasurer Miki Seeley were elected by
acclamation to additional two-year terms.
The election is the first to take place under a revision to
the Chapter constitution that was passed last year. It
provides for staggered officer terms, to ensure
continuity of leadership.
Also at the meeting, members voted to donate $250 to
help sponsor a baseball camp for youth ages 5 to 15
who have hearing loss. The Platte Valley Sertoma Club
produces this annual event in June.
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By Paula DeJohn
If it isn’t already a Scrabble word, Bluetooth’s ubiquity
has certainly made it as recognizable as “internet” and
“world wide web”—but no easier to define. It is of
interest to any user of communication devices,
including hearing aids.
Many (most?) users will be surprised to learn the name
has an ancient and bloody origin. According to
Wikipedia, a 10th century king named Harald Blatonn
ravaged lower Scandinavia until he managed to
consolidate his rule in what is now Denmark. That is,
he created a network of smaller states that pledged
loyalty to him. The name “Blatonn,” (or “Blatand” in
another source) in English, means “Bluetooth.”

The famous logo is a rune, a letter in the Viking
alphabet.
Bluetooth’s success is a result of its signal
standardization and adoption for use with a large and
growing number of devices. About 30,000 companies
are members of Bluetooth Special Interest Group
(Bluetooth SIG). The companies hold licenses to use
Bluetooth in the devices they create, and to use the
logo in promoting them.

From there to here
In 1989, a group of Swedish engineers developed
technology that used radio waves to allow separate
devices to communicate with each other, but only over
short distances. The maximum range then, as now, for
this short-link radio technology was about 10 meters,
or 33 feet. In choosing a name for their invention, the
Swedes drew on their ancient history to define another
network, not of tributary states, but of communication
devices: Bluetooth.

Like WiFi, another radio-based technology, Bluetooth
was designed to replace connecting cables to transfer
data, especially between computers and telephones.
WiFi offers higher speed and more complex
applications, while Bluetooth has been adopted for
simpler networks and personal devices.
For more information about Bluetooth as it works in
various devices, see the January/February issue of
Hearing Life.

Why you still need a telecoil

With all the talk about Bluetooth and wireless technology, it’s easy to
forget that the old familiar hearing aid features are still useful.
“Just because your hearing aids have Bluetooth, it doesn’t mean they can
connect to anything that also has Bluetooth, such as a Droid device or your
automobile,” JoAnne Hirsch, communications technology program
manager for the Colorado Commission for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and
Deafblind, explains in the Navigator, the Commission’s newsletter.
While not all hearing aids can accommodate a telecoil, or T-coil, it is also
true that many audiologists fail to offer them to patients. “So, don’t assume
your hearing aids will have T-coil,” Hirsch says. “If you feel you may need
this technology, you have to ask before the hearing aid is ordered to make
sure it’s included.”
A programmed T-coil allows the user to connect with devices that do not
have Bluetooth, such as amplified or captioned phones, music players and
FM systems. By adding a neck loop, the wearer can hear an audio signal
from another device directly to the hearing aids.
The T-coil also makes hearing a public meeting or performance much
easier, as long as the room or building is furnished with a loop.
The Commission provides neck loops to eligible Coloradans. For an
application, call Hirsch at 303-866-2097 or email
joanne.hirsch@state.co.us.
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Now there’s an app
to measure noise

Want to find a quiet restaurant,
bar, coffee shop or other venue
where you can actually hear
your date, colleague, or
partner?
Denver Chapter member and
former treasurer Winne
Wyman has found an app for
that.
The itunes.apple.com store
offers a free app from
SoundPrint. It has a decibel
meter that allows you to
measure the loudness of the
location. You can report your
findings back to SoundPrint to
add to their database (known
as “crowdsourcing”).
Users can then search the
database for meeting places
with acceptable noise levels.

Sign language help coming to rural areas
It’s no secret that services taken for granted in big
cities are often hard to come by in mountain hamlets or
on the Great Plains. One example is sign language
interpreters. Just because the Americans With
Disabilities Act requires police, hospitals and other
public agencies to provide interpreters for interactions
with deaf people doesn’t mean signers will be available.
Colorado has had its share of complaints and lawsuits,
but has also taken steps to remedy the shortage of
signers.
The Rural Interpreting Services Project (RISP) pilot is
halfway through the first of two funding years from the
State’s Joint Budget Committee. As of December 19,
2018, RISP had received 128 interpreting requests,
according to the Colorado Commission for the Deaf,
Hard of Hearing and Deafblind. Most of the requests
were from Alamosa, Mesa, Pueblo, and Grand counties.
RISP has recruited 17 interpreters so far and is looking
for more. To add to the pool of interpreters, the
commission is also working with the University of

Northern Colorado to provide training and mentors for
prospective new interpreters. RISP staff are traveling
to rural locations to host informational meetings; so
far, they have visited Alamosa, Durango, Fort Morgan,
Grand Junction,
La Junta, and
Pueblo. Another
meeting is
planned for
Summit County
in conjunction
with the
Commission’s
March 7
quarterly
meeting, and
RISP is
developing a
video program
about the project.

Big dig
Last fall, members of the Colorado Springs and Denver HLAA chapters got together for a visit to an ongoing
archeological dig in the Garden of the Gods, at the site of the old Palmer cabin.
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In other news…
New website

The Denver Chapter now has a website:
www.hearinglossdenver.org. It has meeting
information, newsletters, and photos of member
activities. The administrator is chapter secretary
Marilyn Weinhouse, who also administers the chapter’s
Facebook page.

Newsletter deadlines

The Denver Chapter News is published online on or
about the first of every month. To submit a news item,
contact the editor at paula.dejohn@yahoo.com. The
deadline for each issue is the day of the previous
month’s meeting.

Upcoming events

For more information about these events, check the
Colorado HLA website: www.hearinglosscolorado.org.
Saturday, February 16
Denver Chapter meeting, 1 p.m.-3 p.m. Speaker will be
a police officer who will discuss how people with
hearing loss can interact safely with law enforcement.
Thursday, March 7
Quarterly CCDHHDB commission meeting and
community forum, 4 p.m.-7 p.m. Summit County,
location to be announced: (Dillon, Frisco or
Silverthorne)
Sunday, June 9
Colorado Walk4Hearing

Winter morning in Cherry Creek State Park
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Ann and Brian enjoy the meeting over lunch.

