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Anchor Center gives blind children a head start
What if, in addition to hearing loss, you had another
disability? What if you couldn’t see? What if you were a
child just beginning to explore your environment and
learn to communicate?
An unusual organization helps Denver-area children and
their families overcome those challenges with a
combination of medical expertise and loving care.
Our speaker for the June 16 meeting was former Colorado
First Lady Frances Owens, who now is community
relations manager for the Anchor Center for Blind
Children. The non-profit center is located in the Stapleton
area, and serves blind children newborn to age 5. About 20
percent of the center’s clients also have hearing loss.
As first lady from 1999-2007, Owens traveled throughout
the state, encouraging children to make reading an
important part of their lives. She also helped various
nonprofit organizations promote their work and causes.
While in the governor’s residence, she managed a longterm project to renovate the carriage house and gardens.
Since then, Owens has specialized in helping charitable
organizations promote their missions and manage their
community relations. She has been with the Anchor Center
since 2016.
“The greatest thing about Anchor Center is, it gives our
children confidence,” she says.
There are three separate programs, for infants, toddlers
and preschoolers. Children and their parents attend day
sessions, staffed by professionals and volunteers.
Please see page 2
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The center also hosts
respite evenings, when
nurses care for children at
the center so their parents
can enjoy an evening
together.
In 2017 the preschool
graduation class included
12 children, most of whom
went on to kindergarten at
public schools. At the same
time, 105 new children
were referred to the
center.
Among features are tactile
toys and soft furniture,
creative lighting to make
use of any residual vision,
a flower and vegetable
garden, and on-site eye
clinics staffed by volunteer
ophthalmologists.
The center was founded
35 years ago. It relies on
donors and volunteers for
nearly all of its support.

Quilts like this have tactile features that give Anchor Center children a chance to explore using
their sense of touch.

July picnic at Creekside Park
There will be no meeting in July, but the annual summer
picnic will be July 21 at Creekside Park in Glendale, from noon
to 3 p.m. Ann and Brian Monson will chair the picnic planning
committee. The chapter will provide fried chicken and
beverages. Members are asked to bring a side dish or desert
to share. For more information or to volunteer, contact Ann at
ann.monson@gmail.com, or call 303-699-8073.
Creek Side Park is at 4400 E Virginia Ave., Glendale, CO
80246. It has a covered pavilion with picnic tables, restrooms,
a drinking fountain, walking path, and two volleyball courts.
Directions to the park:
From Alameda Ave. and Colorado Blvd. (Burns Park) go south
on Colorado Blvd. about two blocks, to the intersection of
Cherry Creek Drive and E. Virginia Ave. Go left on E. Virginia
Ave., for two more blocks. Just past Birch Street, the park will
be on your right. Turn right on Clermont Street to reach the
entrance and parking lot.
From Parker Road and Leetsdale go north to Alameda, west
on Alameda to Colorado Blvd. at Burns Park, and follow the
same route as above.
Helene hears the speaker.
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Ten questions to help
identify hearing loss
The National Institute on Deafness and Other
Communication Disorders (NIDCD), one of the
National Institutes of Health (NIH), published a list
of questions to help determine whether someone
has hearing loss. The agency offers more
information at nidcd.nih.gov.
1. Do you have a problem hearing over the
telephone?
2. Do you have trouble following the
conversation when two or more people are
talking at the same time?
3. Do people complain that you turn the TV
volume up too high?
4. Do you have to strain to understand
conversations?
5. Do you have trouble hearing in a noisy
background?
6. Do you find yourself asking people to repeat
themselves?
7. Do many people seem to mumble or not
speak clearly?
8. Do you misunderstand others and then
respond inappropriately?
9. Do you have trouble understanding the
speech of women and children?
10. Do people get annoyed because you
misunderstand what they say?
If you answered “yes” to three or more of these
questions, the NIDCD recommends that you see an
otolaryngologist (ENT specialist) or an audiologist
for a hearing evaluation.

Diane is ready with her captioning equipment.

September speaker

Todd Hallberg, engagement manager at Cochlear
Americas, will be the speaker at our September 15
meeting.
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Dazzlers delight at Walk4Hearing

Congratulations, Denver Dazzlers, for a very
successful Walk! We had 13 members on our
team and together we raised $2,686, of which
we will retain 40 percent. Yay, Dazzlers! We
enjoyed meeting members of the Colorado
Springs Chapter, Colorado Hands and Voices,
the Marion Downs Center and many other
groups.
Cochlear, Med-el, Advanced Bionics, and CapTel
were all handing out information at their tables
and there were a lot of fun activities for the
kids: face painting, crafts, Disney characters, a
juggler, a magician, a photo booth, and a bouncy
house. Cochlear provided free breakfast
burritos, Med-el provided free ice cream, and
snacks and cold-water bottles were also
available. No one left hungry!
This is the only fundraiser we do all year and
the money we raise helps us continue doing our
great work. Hope you will join us next year!
—Marilyn Weinhouse, Walk Chairperson
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