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Next HLAA meeting will be  April 22, 2017 

Englewood Public Library,  Anderson Meeting Room 

Our Guest Speaker for April is—  

Robert Haigh, Sertoma 

Mr. Haigh is a member of the Platte Canyon Sertoma 

Club.  Sertoma is an organization of service clubs 
founded on April 11, 1912. The name is an acronym 
for Service to Mankind. Sertoma has clubs all over 
the United States and in Canada. Sertoma's primary 
focus is to assist the more than 50 million people 
with hearing health issues and educating the public 
on the issues surrounding hearing health. In order 
to achieve these goals, Sertoma has undertaken a 
multi-faceted approach by launching programs that 
address both the treatment and prevention aspects 
of hearing health. One of Sertoma’s methods of out-
reach is by giving scholarships.  The Annual Fund 
provided $100,000 in scholarships to Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing Students and Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology students .     The Annual Fund also pro-
vided $102,000 in community grants to the National 

Affiliates across the country.  

Mr. Heigh is sure to give our chapter of HLAA a clear 

picture of Sertoma Inc. and the possibilities of coop-

eration between the Denver chapter of HLAA and 

Platte Valley Sertoma Club.  

STEP UP for People with Hearing Loss! 

The Hearing Loss Association of American (HLAA) 

Walk4Hearing  is the largest walk for hearing loss aware-

ness in the country.  Every spring and fall, thousands of 

walkers—children and their families, young adults, young 

at heart, and everyone in between—form teams and walk 

in their communities to increase public awareness about 

hearing loss, to help eradicate the stigma associated with 

it and to raise funds for programs and services.  The basic 

source of income for our chapter comes from money do-

nated to the Walk.  Encourage friends, neighbors, rela-

tives to participate, giving credit (donation) to the Little-

ton (CO) Chapter.  This is the only chapter fund-raiser 

and source of income for our chapter. 

Register for the Walk4Hearing at:  

www.walk4hearing.org  

 

“Angel” Among Us 

An anonymous “Angel” has donated money to our HLAA 

chapter to cover the rental fee for our meetings to contin-

ue at the Englewood Public Library for the current calen-

dar year!  It is with grateful hearts that the members of 

HLAA, Denver Chapter accept this support for our group. 

“Angel” Among Us 

An anonymous “Angel” has donated money to our 

HLAA chapter to cover the rental fee for our 

meetings to continue at the Englewood Public 

Library for the current calendar year!  It is with 

grateful hearts that the members of HLAA, Denver 

Chapter accept this support for our group. 
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Drug Treatment Could Combat Hearing Loss, February 21, 2017, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Credit:  Will McLean, Ph. D. 

There are thousands of hair cells in the inner ear that detect sound waves and translate them into nerve signals that allow us to hear.  

Damage to these cells is one of the leading causes of hearing loss.  Each of us is born with about 15,000 hair cells in each ear.  Once 

damaged, these cells cannot regrow.  Researchers at MIT, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, and Massachusetts Eye and Ear have discov-

ered a combination of drugs that expands the population of progenitor cells in the ear and induces them to become hair cells, offering a 

potential new way to treat hearing loss. 

“Hearing loss is a real problem as people age.  It’s very much an unmet need, and this is an entirely new approach,” says Robert Langer, 

the David H. Koch Institute Professor at MIT, and one of the senior authors of the study.  Exposure to noise, aging, and some antibiotics 

and chemotherapy drugs can lead to the death of hair cells.  In some animals, those cells naturally regenerate, but not in humans.  In an 

earlier study of the cells of the intestinal lining, it was discovered that hair cells could generate large quantities of immature intestinal 

cells and then stimulate them to differentiate, by exposing them to certain molecules.  During that study the team became aware that 

cells that provide structural support in the cochlea express some of the same surface proteins as intestinal stem cells.  The researchers 

decided to explore whether the same approach would work in those supporting cells.  They exposed cells from a mouse cochlea, grown 

in a lab dish, to molecules that stimulate the Wnt pathway, which makes the cells multiply rapidly.  Professor Yin said they used small 

molecules to activate the supporting cells so they become proliferative and can generate hair cells.  To prevent the cells from differenti-

ating too soon, the researchers also exposed the cells to molecules that activate another signaling pathway known as Notch. 

Once the researchers had a large pool of immature progenitor cells (about 2,000-fold greater than any previously reported, the research-

ers added another set of molecules that provoked the cells to differentiate into mature hair cells.  This procedure generated about 60 

times more mature hair cells than the technique that had previously worked the best.  The researchers found that their new approach also 

worked in an intact mouse cochlea removed from the mouse body.  In that experiment, the researchers did not need to add the second set 

of drugs because once the progenitor cells were formed, they were naturally exposed to signals that stimulated them to become nature 

hair cells.   

Because this treatment involves a simple drug exposure, the researchers believe it could be easy to administer it to human patients.  They 

envision that the drugs could be injected into the middle ear, from which they would diffuse across a membrane into the inner ear.  This 

type of injection is commonly performed to treat ear infections.   

Some of the researchers have started a company called Frequency Therapeutics, which is licensed technology and plans to begin testing 

it in human patients in 17 months.   

Information taken from Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  “Drug treatment could combat hearing loss:  Researchers discover a 

drug combination that can regenerate hair cells.”  ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 21 February 2917. www.sciencedaily.com/

releases/2017/02/170221120810.htm  

70dB EPA safe-noise limit (over 24 hour period) 

85 dB OSHA safe-noise limit (over 8-hours)  

85-95 dB Music broadcast in health club 

100 dB Ambient noise in restaurants and bars 

100-125 dB  Loud movie scenes in movie theatres 

142.2 dB World record for loudest sports stadium, a 

dubious honor given to the fans for the 

Kansas City Chiefs at Arrowhead Stadium 

October 2014 

dB Noise Reminders 


