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Teenager puts feet in motion for hearing loss

By MARY STEGMEIR

Monday, April 26, 2010
(Reprinted by permission from http://wcfcourier.com)

-
Waterloo East High School golfer Paige Vernon, right, and her mother,
Carol Sperry-Weber, chat between holes at Waterloo's Gates Park Golf
Course Thursday, April 22, 2010. They will participate in a Walk4Hearing in
Colorado next month. (RICK CHASE / Courier Staff Photographer).
(Reprinted by permission from http://wcfcourier.com)

WATERLOO - Most of Paige Vernon's athletic pursuits take
place on the golf course, but next month she'll lace up her
sneakers far from the greens for a cause that is very close to
her heart.

The Waterloo [lowa] teen, along with her mother, Carol
Sperry-Weber, will travel to Littleton, Colo., to take part in
the Walk4Hearing.

"It will be interesting to see other people (with auditory
impairments) and meet them," said Paige, who was
diagnosed with sensorineural hearing loss in kindergarten.
Today the East High School golfer wears two hearing aids
and reads lips. She is a candidate for a cochlear implant and
may undergo surgery this summer to implant the electronic
device, which will heighten her sense of sound.

"It's good to get awareness out there," Sperry-Weber said of
the walk. "I think a lot of people forget about hearing loss
and what it means for people who have it."

The event is sponsored by the Hearing Loss Association of
America and actually consists of several 5K walks held
across the county during the spring and fall months. Since it
was formed in 2006, the program has raised more than $2
million for its parent organization, said Ronnie Adler, the
walk's national manager.

"The purpose of Walk4Hearing is to ... increase public
awareness about hearing loss, help eradicate the stigma
associated with it and raise money for programs and
services," she said via e-mail. "It will be such an exciting
day, especially seeing everyone with hearing loss and
seeing family and friends show their support for this great
cause."

Paige and her mother hope to contribute $1,000 to the
organization. To date the pair has raised $646 in donations
from family and friends at church and school. Past proceeds
from the walk have funded educational campaigns, support
groups, a social networking site for young adults with
hearing loss and technology training opportunities for the
hard of hearing.

Roughly 36 million people in the United States have an
auditory impairment. Some are born with hearing loss, while
others develop it as they age, following an injury, in
conjunction of with a medical condition or due to prolonged
exposure to high-intensity noise. Paige, a sophomore,
doesn't know the cause of her condition, but it's likely she
was born with it.

The 16-year-old, who also uses sign language, wants to
help others with hearing loss and plans to become an
audiologist.

"I've been around a lot of them," she said with a smile.
http://wcfcourier.com/news/local/article_2ab26644-5146-11df-b6b8-001cc4c03286.html
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By Christie Nudelman, President, HL AA Boulder Chapter

No chapter meeting for May. Next meeting is in September.
May 2010

SMTIWTES Colorado Walk4Hearing

Saturday, May 22nd, 9:00 am — 1:00 pm
Clement Park (Pavilion #8)

7306 W. Bowles Ave.

Littleton, CO 80123

2 34 567
910 11 12 13 14
1617 18 19 20 21
2324 25 26 27 29 3
31

IN G =1

(=}

A Word from the New President--

I'm so excited to be elected as the new Boulder Chapter President.
I was born with a hearing loss and only purchased hearing aids 3
years ago! | found the HLAA Boulder Chapter just last year and
was so glad to find a group | could easily relate to and could
contribute to. As the new president, | want to focus on a few
things:
Christie Nudelman

Q) Increasing awareness and membership in Colorado,

2) Conducting relevant and timely meeting topics to address the needs of our

members,

3) Increase local sponsorship for our Boulder chapter.

I would love to hear from all members on what you want to see for topics, events,
ideas and/or any questions you have. You can reach me at
christiejoy@comcast.net or hlaaboulder@yahoo.com. | look forward to making a
difference in the next 2 years and | looking forward to working with our Colorado
members to make this happen. Thank you for your support. ~Christie.

When is the next meeting? Join Meetup and always be in the know!
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book
review, new product, personal/general member news,
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704,
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone
303-363-8917 via CapTel 1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:
kkeil75@yahoo.com. (Please include source, date
(and page number if possible.))

Submission deadline for September 2010
newdletter: no later than Sunday, Aug. 29th, at
9:00 pm. The newsletter is mailed at least 10 days
prior to Colorado Springs monthly meeting.

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a
constituency of hard of hearing people. This cannot
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and
at the same time receive the benefits of that national
membership.

Individual: $35/USA,  $35/Canada/Mexico,
$45/0Overseas (viaairmail).

Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55
/Overseas (viaairmail).

(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD
20814.

The greatest gift you can give someone

isthe gift of inspiration.

--- Cornel West, professor and scholar
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Colorado Springs Chapter
By Mark Valkonen, President

| hope everyone is enjoying the warming
weather as we head into summer.

The 2010 Walk4Hearing is well under way.
The walk is scheduled for May 22 in Clement
Park. It appears the move from Longmont to
Littleton was a great choice - we are well
ahead of where we were last year at this
time. In fact, we are so far ahead, we are
looking for more volunteers! If you are
interested in participating as a committee
member or walk lead, please let us know!

The next Colorado Springs Chapter will be
meeting on May 8th, at 1pm. The location is
our regular place - the Mission Medical Clinic.

Until next time, stay well, stay dry and enjoy
the summer!

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER

When: Second Saturday at 1:00 PM January-
October

Where: Mission Medical Clinic, 2125 E La Salle
Street, Colorado Springs, CO

Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen

e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net

Jay Tinglum of ADCO Speaks at
Denver HLA Chapter April Meeting

Jay Tinglum of ADCO gave informative updates
on hearing loss assistive and other technology.

Hearing Loss Association of Denver. Chapter meeting Saturday,
May 29th, at 1000 E. Englewood Pkwy, Englewood Civic Center.
10:00 am for socialization and greeting one another. 10:30 am
Program.

Note special date and time for Chapter meeting in May. Since the
Walk4Hearing walk will be on the 4th Saturday, our meeting will
move to the 5th Saturday---in the morning! Gather about 10:00 am.
(Library does not open until 10:00.) Program will commence at
10:30, or as soon as we can get the loop system set up.

Program: Sharaine Rawlinson, from Sprint will be with us to describe
the variety of services that Sprint offers to us. You should find the
program very informative. We hope you will be able to make it as this
will be the last formal program we will offer until September. (Some
type of social get together will be planned in August. Details to follow.

May is hearing loss awareness. To publicize this, we will have
our big Walk4Hearing walk at Clement Park. (See details about the
Walk elsewhere in this newsletter.) We hope that many of you will
be able to join us for this fun celebratory family event!

HLAA Exhibit at the Englewood Public Library. The exhibit hopefully
will serve to raise awareness about hearing loss. We hope that you will
be able to stop by and view the exhibit. Eddee Griest provided
invaluable help in artistically arranging the exhibit.

Refreshments this month are being provided by Ann Monson and
Sharon Kerr, if she has recovered sufficiently to be able to make our
meeting.

Remember. No meeting in June.
%6 P & o
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HLAA Chapters in Colorado

COLORADO

CO - STATE CHAPTER
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail HLAAColorado@yahoo.com
Ph 303-938-9659

(Note: Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach
your chapter contact)
State website:

http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org

Join the Hearing Loss Association of
America e-mail E-News:
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)
When: Third Saturday of Month at
10:30 AM, Sept. - May

Where: Meadows Branch Library,
4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112,
Boulder, CO 80303

Chapter Contact: Christie Nudelman
e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER
When: Fourth Saturday of Month at
1 PM, no meeting July/August
(special event in Sept. and Dec.,
date TBA)

Where: Englewood Public Library
Anderson Conference Room

1000 E. Englewood Pkwy

in Englewood Civic Ctr.

Chapter Contact: Dave Conant

Ph 303-777-2279

e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER
When: Second Saturday at 1:00 PM
January-October

Where: Mission Medical Clinic, 2125
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs,
Cco

Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net

PUEBLO CHAPTER
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com

Ph 719-561-0648

Tonya Barker

Ph 719-561-3105
Silverfox0506@hotmail.com

Updated: 05/07/2010

NOTE: If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies
in Colorado, please send e-mail to kkeil75@yahoo.com to be added to the
mailing list. Please see links above for latest updates.
How to Train Your Regal Cinemas Canyon View May 7-13
Dragon Stadium 14
Iron Man Regal Cinemas Canyon View May 14-20
Stadium
Robin Hood Regal Cinemas Canyon View May 28-June 1
Stadium
A Nightmare on Regal Cinemas Canyon View May 21-27
Elm Street Stadium
Robin Hood UA West Village Stadium 12 May 21-24
Letters to Juliet UA West Village Stadium 12 May 25-27
AMC Flatiron Crossing 14 May 8-13 RWC
Iron Man Colorado Mills Stadium 16 May 14-20
Shrek Forever After | Colorado Mills Stadium 16 May 28-June 3
The Back-up Plan Colorado Mills Stadium 16 May 11-13
Iron Man UA Meadows 12, Littleton May 14-20
MacGruber UA Meadows 12, Littleton May 28-31
Robin Hood UA Meadows 12, Littleton May 25-27
Shrek Forever After | UA Meadows 12, Littleton June 1-3
Letters to Juliet UA Meadows 12, Littleton May 21-24
The Back-Up Plan UA Meadows 12, Littleton May 11-13
The Bounty Hunter | AMC Highlands Ranch 24, Littleton | May 8-13?
RWC
Iron Man 2 Hollywood Theatres-Interquest May 11-12
Stadium 14
[ Westminster |
Oceans AMC Westminster Promenade 24 May 8-13 RWC
See What I'm Harkins Northfield 18 May 7-May 13
Saying: The Deaf
Entertainers
Documentary
The Girl with The Esquire Theatre May 8-May 137
Dragon Tattoo ST
Mid-August Lunch Chez Artiste May 8-May 137
ST
The Secretin Their | Cheze Artiste May 8-May 13?
Eyes ST
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Scenes at the April 10" W4H

Kickoff
By Dave Conant

The Walk4Hearing Kickoff at the Ken Caryl
Ranch House.

Chris Smith, President, Cochlear Americas

Brenda Battat, Executive Director, Hearing
Loss Association of America

HLA of Pueblo Chapter News

May 15, 2010, Rawlings Library,
1:30-3:30 PM
Pueblo, CO

At press time, the meeting
information was not announced.
Questions, please contact Sharon
Campbell at e-mail
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com or Ph 719-
561-0648.

Outgoing Boulder Chapter
President’s Letter
By Amy Becktell

As my two-year term as president comes
to an end, | want to thank the chapter
members for their help and support
during my time as president. | have
enjoyed getting to know everyone, and |
am grateful for the many friendships I've
formed.

Please remain supportive of the new and
continuing board members and
committee members. Thanks to Christie
Nudelman for volunteering to be
nominated for Boulder Chapter
President. She has created excellent
contacts with other members of the
hearing loss community and will be an
outstanding asset to the Boulder
Chapter.

Thanks also to long-time volunteers
Karen Keil, Newsletter Editor/Secretary
and Sue Gossett, Treasurer for agreeing
to continue in these roles. And thanks to
our new Member Care Committee
member, Sharon Henne. Being a
volunteer is hard work and involves
committing time and resources to the
organization. Be sure to thank and
support those who are working to help
the chapter.

The chapter Vice President position is
still open and we are actively seeking a
volunteer for this role. Debbie Mohney
has agreed to act in the duties of Vice
President as state coordinator until we
can have an election, which will be done
at such time as we have a candidate.

I'd like to thank Bernie Steinberg, Karen
Keil, and Debbie Mohney for their
presentation about Hearing Loss
Consumer Advocacy at our final meeting
on May 1. If you were unable to attend
this fine session, there are tentative

plans to re-present this at a Denver
chapter meeting next year.

The 4™ annual Walk4Hearing will be May
22 at Clement Park in Littleton. This
walk is on track to be the biggest yet,
providing a lot of visibility and interest.
Please remember that the Boulder
chapter receives a portion of the walk
funds to support our programs, including
the captioning, throughout the year.
Please consider getting involved!

We will be taking our usual summer
break, and will reconvene in August for
the ice cream social. Have a great
summer!

I've enjoyed my contact with everyone
involved with the chapter. Thank you all
for your help and cooperation!

Building
Communication Bridges
2010 Postponed

By Mark Valkonen

As many of you know, we (usually)
have a state conference each year in
the fall. For the last several years, we
have partnered with Marion Downs
Hearing Center.

This year, there are several
conferences that are coming to the
state. The ADA Symposium will be in
Denver in June. The Association for
Late Deafened Adults (ALDA) will be
hosting their national conference in
Colorado Springs in September.
Additionally, the Say What Club (SWC)
is also having a conference in the
state, though | don't know all of the
details.

With so many conferences coming to
our neck of the woods, the concern is
that attendees will get over-
conferenced this year. Therefore, the
Building Communication Bridges
conference will be postponed for this
year (2010). The plan is to resume the
state conference next year in 2011.

| hope everyone will take advantage of
the plethora of conferences in the
state, and enjoy the good fellowship
and networking opportunities they
provide.
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CapTel Captioned
Telephones

If you have questions or need help with
captioned telephones (CapTel), contact
the Sprint Outreach Specialist, Suzanne
Robinson. Sheisavailableto:
Make presentations to civic and
church organizations about hearing
loss and the services provided by
Sprint
Set up abooth at events that would
interest groups who have an interest
or need to learn more about the
services
Provide individual demonstrationsin
people's homes to let them see first
hand how the phone would work in
their own surroundings
Help them set the phone up once it
has been purchased
Train audiologists office staff in the
services and use of the phones, so
they can better explain it to their
patients

Suzanne Robinson

Colorado Sprint CapTel Outreach
Specidlist

Email: suzanne.robinson@sprint.com
Telephone: (303)241-7646
WwWWw.Sprintcaptel.com

Denver Center for the
Performing Arts (DCPA)
Open-Captioned Live Shows

Captioned Live Showings Coming
up in 2010

Young Frankenstein, Sunday, June
27 at 2:00 PM, The Buell Theatre

Please come and support this
open captioning effort!

Tickets
Voice: (303) 893-4100
TTY: (303) 893-9582
Online: www.denvercenter.org

If you wish to get updates on these
shows and any other shows in e-mail,
please send e-mail to
kkeil75@yahoo.com to be put on the

Captioned Movies and Shows e-
mail list.

From the DCPA: Because Open Captioning
uses a text display at the side of the stage, it
is important that you alert our box office staff
that you would like this service. This way we
can ensure your seats are in the optimal
location. Contact the Denver Center Box
Office at (303) 893-4100; (800) 641-1222 or
TTY (303) 893-9582.

Denver Center for the
Performing Arts (DCPA) ASL
Sign Language Interpreted
Live Shows

The Denver Center for the
Performing Arts provides American
Sign Language (ASL) interpretation
of all of our productions on select
dates. We invite persons who are
Deaf or Hard of Hearing to join us for
these plays and we will seat you in an
optimal location to view the
interpreters and the stage.

When you purchase your tickets,
please alert our box office staff that
you would like ASL interpretation, so
that we can secure appropriate
seats.

* Fiddler on the Roof
May 22 at 2pm

* Young Frankenstein
Jun 27 at 2pm

» South Pacific

Aug 1 at 2pm

* Shrek

Nov 28 at 2pm

Should you need assistance in
ordering tickets to these programs,
contact us at 303.893.4100, 800.641-
1222 or TTY 303.893.9582.

Colorado Walk4Hearing:
May 22, Clement Park in Littleton

Sigh up your team!
www.Walk4Hearing.org Look for the
Colorado Walk. We have already
reached 92% of our goal!

For questions or to volunteer:
HLAABoulder@yahoo.com

Mohney@
Musings

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado
State Coordinator

Mayday, Mayday!! As | write this, the
first of May is coming up tomorrow,
and | think about all the reasons I love
May. | remember making Mayday
baskets and leaving them on the steps
of my neighbors when | was growing
up. | loved this tradition. As you may
know, | grew up with my hearing loss,
so it was always just a part of me. |
didn’t let it stop me from being around
my neighbors, and actually, | probably
got to know them better because | had
to actually go over to them in order to
be able to hear and talk to them. So,
this May, take the time to remember
someone in your life, and take them a
May basket, even if it's not the first of
May anymore. Chances are, they will
be glad you remembered them!

May is also Better Hearing Month! And
what better way to celebrate and
spread the word than to participate in
the 2010 Colorado Walk4Hearing!
Saturday, May 22, 2010 check-in starts
at 9am at Clement Park, 7306 W.
Bowles Ave. in Littleton, CO, shelter
#8, and the Walk starts at 10am! We
are honored to have Brenda Battat,
Executive Director of Hearing Loss
Association of America, Ronnie Adler,
National Walk4Hearing Chair, and
Chris Smith, President of Cochlear
Americas and Business Team Chair,
join us at our Walk this year!!

We need your participation in this
year’'s walk! Please join online at
www.walk4hearing.org and be a part of
our biggest walk in Colorado to date!
We can also use volunteers to help
with check-in, refreshments, and a
host of other duties. Please let me
know if you are interested in
helping! You can e-mail me at
HLAAColorado@yahoo.com!

| can’t begin to tell you how excited |
am about this year’s walk. For starters,
we have the biggest team ever in the
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Walk4Hearing this year. Cochlear
Americas already has over 200 people
signed up! We already have 17 teams
signed up!! We can all participate in
the walk and support Hearing Loss
Association of America, AND raise
awareness about Hearing Loss!! It is
very easy to send e-mails from the
online walk site to your friends and
family all over the U.S. and ask them to
support you in this year’'s
Walk4Hearing!

When you support the walk, you are
helping us to spread the word about
hearing loss. Locally, 50% of the funds
raised stay here in Colorado where we
can provide wonderful topics at our
meetings and make them accessible to
you. We can support our wonderful
newsletter, put together by Karen Keil,
our terrific newsletter editor. We have
a website where people can find us
online. We have an upcoming project,
to Loop Colorado, making public
places accessible for people with
telecoils in their hearing aids. Come
and be a part of the Walk, and support
your chapters!

June 17" — 20™, 2010 is this year's
Hearing Loss Association of America
convention in Milwaukee, WI. There is
still time to register and attend! Visit
http://www.hearingloss.org/convention/i
ndex.asp for more information.
Included in the week’s workshops and

exhibit hall is the “Rumble at the Harley
Davidson Museum” event, and
“Octoberfest in June”.

This year's keynote speaker is Bill
Barkeley. He is on the executive
committee of the HLAA Grand Rapids
Chapter and is past-president of the
Association for the Blind and Visually
Impaired. He recently completed a
climb of Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa,
and will be will leading a group of
young adults to the Peruvian Amazon,
July 8 — 17", 2010, as part of the
partnership of Global Explorers and
Hear the World.

This year's Research Symposium will
be on Hearing Aid Research and
Development: What it means for the
Consumer. The research symposium is
always filled with a wealth of
information about current and
upcoming research and projects being
done. This year major hearing aid
manufacturers will be participating
including: GNResound, Oticon,
Phonak, Siemens, Sonic Innovations,
Starkey and Widex. This year's
convention will be a great one!

See you on Saturday, May 22", 2010
at Clement Park in Littleton, CO for the
Walk4Hearing!
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Close-up of Englewood Parkway

Directions and Maps to
Englewood Public Library

From East Hampden:
Turn right on to S. Inca St.

From West Hampden:
Turn left on to S. Inca St.

Then:

Turn left on to Englewood Parkway at
the north part of the loop. Go around
the curve and turn right into the
parking garage. Park in the garage.
The Library is on the right next to the
garage.

From Dartmouth Avenue:

Turn left from the East or turn right
from the West into S. Inca St. at the
northern end.

Continue south on S. Inca St. Turn
right on Englewood Parkway. Turn
right into parking garage at curve.
Park in the garage. Library is to the
right.

National HLAA Membership

If you are not a member of the national
organization, Hearing Loss Association of
America, please consider joining. HLAA
National provides tremendous services that
benefit you both directly and indirectly,
including its own bimonthly periodical,
Hearing Loss Magazine.

The HLAA national organization advocates
at the national level for issues related to
hearing loss, including access, captioning,
insurance coverage, employment and tax
credits. It is important that the national
leaders can cite a large membership when
they speak with Congress and business
leaders. For information about National
HLAA, go to www.hearingloss.org. Sign up
now and help make hearing loss an issue of
national concern.
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More from the Colorado Walk4Hearing Kickoff

Ronnie Adler and Brenda Battat chats with Walk4Hearing walker materials table Relay Colorado / Sprint table (W4H sponsor)
Mandy Harvey, featured deaf singer

Silent Auction items Kickoff attendees begin to arrive Mandy Harvey with musician between songs

Karen Keil, Editor
P. O. Box 472704
Aurora, CO 80047-2704
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