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Building Communication Bridges Conference, October 10, 2009 
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By Amy Becktell, President, HLAA Boulder  Chapter  
 

Saturday, November 21, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Meadows Branch Library, 4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112, 
Boulder, CO 80303, behind Safeway 
 

Ric Durity, Director of Development, Mental Health Center of 
Denver 
 

Communication Strategies for the Holidays 
 

 

Our November Boulder program will be November 21, 10:30 – 12:30, at the 
Meadows Branch Library.  Join 
us when popular speaker Ric 
Durity returns to the chapter to 
guide us in a discussion related 
to communication strategies 
during the sometimes stressful 
holiday season.   
 

Ric is the Director of 
Development, Mental Health 
Center of Denver.  This may be 
a good meeting to invite your 
spouse, family, or friends to 
attend.  Communication is a 
two-way street! 
 

Elsewhere in the newsletter look for the tentative programs and dates for the 
remainder of the year.  There are lots of resources, products, and support 
for people with hearing loss, and we do our best to bring you information 
about these. 
 

Once again, the Boulder Chapter board appreciates your support.  Please 
fell free to contact any of us for questions or comments or at 
HLAABoulder@yahoo.com.  �  
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL HLAA MEMBERSHIP 
 
If you are not a member of the national organization, Hearing Loss 
Association of America, please consider joining.  HLAA National provides 
tremendous services that benefit you both directly and indirectly, including its 
own bi-monthly periodical, Hearing Loss Magazine.   
 
 

The group advocates at the national level for issues related to hearing loss, 
including access, captioning, insurance coverage, employment, and tax 
credits.  It is important that the national leaders can cite a large membership 
when they speak with Congress and business leaders. 
 
 

For information about the National HLAA, go to www.hearingloss.org.  Sign 
up now and help make hearing loss an issue of national concern! �  
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You are here to enrich the world and you 
impoverish yourself if you forget that errand.   
                                          ---Woodrow Wilson 
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book 
review, new product, personal/general member news, 
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704, 
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone 
303-363-8917 via CapTel  1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:  
kkeil75@yahoo.com.    (Please include source, date 
(and page number if possible.)) 
 

Submission deadline for December 2009 
newsletter:  no later than November 29th at 9:00 
pm.  The newsletter is mailed at least 10 days prior 
to Colorado Springs monthly meeting. 
 

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a 
constituency of hard of hearing people.  This cannot 
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.  
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be 
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the 
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and 
at the same time receive the benefits of that national 
membership.   
 

Individual:  $35/USA, $35/Canada/Mexico, 
$45/Overseas (via airmail).  
Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55 
/Overseas (via airmail).   
(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)   
 

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910 
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD  
20814.  
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Colorado Springs Chapter 
 

By Mark Valkonen, President 
 

 

Welcome to fall!  Halloween has just passed, 
and Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  
The State Conference has come and gone.  
The initial reviews have been overwhelmingly 
positive.  Attendance overall was down this 
year; the icy roads discouraged some from 
attending (but more people did register this 
year!) 
 

Marion Downs Hearing Center presented on 
hearing technology, and Hearing Loss 
Association (from Colorado Springs and 
Boulder chapters) presented on advocacy. 
Captions were provided by Caption Colorado 
- Thanks!  There were several exhibitors, 
including Sprint, Cochlear, Caption Colorado, 
Colorado Commission for the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing and the Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts. 
 

Door prizes were provided by Teltex and the 
Denver Center for the Performing Arts.  
Everyone who attended had an enjoyable 
time. 
 

The conference would not have been 
possible but for the hard work of the 
committee and volunteers.  Special thanks to 
Vickie Pacheco for providing a very welcome 
shuttle service to and from the parking lot.  
Thanks! 
 

The Colorado Springs Chapter will be 
meeting on November 14 at 1pm.  The 
location is our regular place - the Mission 
Medical Clinic.  Canine Companions will 
provide a presentation on service dogs.  
Everybody is welcome!  
 

Until next time, stay well, stay dry and stay 
warm!  �     
 
COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER 
When:  Second Saturday at 1:00 PM January-
October 
Where:  Mission Medical Clinic, 2125 E La Salle 
Street, Colorado Springs, CO 
Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen  
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net  
 

�  

 

 
 

Hearing Loss Association of Denver. Chapter meeting 
Saturday, November 28th at 1000 E. Englewood Pkway, 
Englewood Civic Center. 1:00 pm for socialization and greeting 
one another. 1:30 Program.  
 

Our next regularly scheduled Chapter meeting will be at 1:00 on 
Saturday, November 28th, 2009, at the Englewood Public Library.  
  

We are most pleased to be able to confirm the appearance of 
Colorado State Senator Moe Keller (District 20) for our featured 
speaker.  Moe Keller has been a teacher of the deaf for over 25 
years with the Jefferson County and Denver Public school systems. 
She has also been a deaf interpreter for many years. In the 
Legislature she has advocated and sponsored legislation to help 
individuals with mental health needs, the developmentally impaired, 
the hearing impaired, and funding for research and care for breast 
and cervical cancer.  
 

As you see, she has championed our needs in many areas. We 
are most excited to have Senator Keller with us for the final 
academic program of the year. We hope to see as many of you as 
possible to honor the Senator©s presence with us.    
  

In October, we had our first Family Support meeting facilitated most 
capably by Judith Stucky, for whom we heard high praise. We look 
forward to the second Family Support group gathering in January. 
Any family member, close friend, co-worker or meaningful other is 
welcome to join the group. 
  

We are planning two tours at ADCO involving small groups to 
insure individualized attention. Jay Tinglum will lead both groups. 
We will circulate sign up lists at the next meeting, but anyone who 
cannot make the meeting, should call or e-mail Dave Conant to sign 
up. This is a great opportunity to get to spend some quality time 
with Jay, one on one, and to learn about some of the 
useful accessory tools available to us to help us in our daily lives. 
The dates are: Monday, November 30th, at 11:00 to 12:00 pm, and 
Friday, December 4th, at 1:00 to 2:00 pm. 
  

A beautiful memorial service was held for Judy Bryan on October 
31, 2009.  She passed away October 25th from an apparent heart 
attack.  Judy served in many leadership positions for us in the 15 
years that she was with us. Judy was a caring and lovely spirit, who 
helped us wherever she was needed.  She is especially 
remembered for her lovely smile and twinkling eyes. We will miss 
Judy but our love and support go out to Judy©s© family and many 
friends. Judy has a daughter, Christine, and family in Bozeman, MT, 
and a son, Dan, and family living in Seattle. 
 
 

See Map on page 7 and Directions and Parking Info on page 6.  �  
�
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OPEN-CAPTIONED 
MOVIE TITLE 

LOCATION  (See  
http://www.regmovies.com/nowshowing/
opencaptionedshowtimes.aspx#CO and  
http://www.insightcinema.org/links.html 
for latest info), see also 
http://www.captionfish.com  
Check also http://www.fomdi.com to find 
open/closed captioned movies 

DATES 

NOTE:  If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies 
in Colorado, please send e-mail to kkeil75@yahoo.com to be added to the 
mailing list.  Please see links above for latest updates. �
Grand Junction   
Michael Jackson:  
This is It 

Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium 
14 

Nov. 10-12 

Step Father Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium Nov. 3-9 
Golden (Lakewood)   
Astro Boy UA West Village Stadium 12 Nov 6-? 
Lakewood/Littleton   
Astro Boy Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Nov. 6-9 
Step Father Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Nov. 10-12 
Michael Jackson:  
This is It 

UA Meadows 12, Littleton Nov. 6-12 

Astro Boy UA Meadows 12, Littleton Nov. 6-? 
Denver   
NA Cherry Creek 8 NA 

Westminster   

NA AMC Westminster Promenade 24 NA 

HLAA Chapters in Colorado 
 

Colorado 
 

CO – STATE CHAPTER 
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com 
Ph 303-938-9659 
(Note:  Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach 
your chapter contact) 
state website: 
http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org 
 

Join the Hearing Loss Association of 
America e-mail E-News:  
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp 
 
 

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)  
When:  Third Saturday of Month at 2 
PM, Sept. - May 
Where:  Meadows Branch Library, 
4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112, 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell 
e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com 
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta 
e-mail zac_lafratta@msn.com 
 
 

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER 
When:  Fourth Saturday of Month at 
1 PM, no meeting July/August 
(special event in Sept. and Dec., 
date TBA) 
Where:  Englewood Public Library 
Anderson Conference Room 
1000 E. Englewood Pkwy 
in Englewood Civic Ctr. 
Chapter Contact:  Dave Conant  
Ph 303-777-2279 
e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM 
 
 

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER 
When:  Second Saturday at 1:00 PM 
January-October 
Where:  Mission Medical Clinic, 2125 
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs, 
CO 
Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen  
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net 
 
 

PUEBLO CHAPTER 
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail 
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com 
Ph 719-561-0648  
Tonya Barker 
Ph 719-561-3105 
Silverfox0506@hotmail.com 
 

Updated: 09/29/2009�  

 

Request to buy a Phonak MLxS or 
MicroMLxS FM Receiver 

 
In many cases, people upgrade or change their hearing aid equipment and 
the old and unused equipment just sits in a drawer collecting dust. Here©s a 
chance to turn unused hearing aid equipment into cash, and help us out, too. 
  
We are trying to replace some of my daughter Shana’s FM equipment. 
Specifically, we want to purchase a Phonak MLxS or MicroMLxS FM receiver. 
This is the tiny grey FM receiver that plugs into the hearing aid. (Well - it 
doesn’t plug directly into the hearing aid �  typically there©s a little adapter that 
clips onto the hearing aid first.) If you click on the link below, you'll see a 
picture of the Phonak MLxS receiver.  
  
http://www.dor-med.com.pl/phonak/odbiornik_1_pliki/com_mlx_s_120.jpg  

If you have a Phonak MLxS or MicroMLxS receiver, we would be very 
interested in purchasing the equipment from you. Please contact me directly 
at my e-mail address below. If you are not sure what you have �  please 
contact me and we can sort through the details. Thanks. 
  
Michael Keilson 
mi ke. kei l son@xi l i nx. com 
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Mohney's 
Musings 

 

 

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado 
State Coordinator 

 
 

I hope you have all had a wonderful 
fall… wait a minute, was that fall or 
winter we went through at the end of 
October? You know, we live in one of 
the most wonderful climates around. 
Where can you go from 80 degree 
weather to snowing and ice, and then 
right back to a mild fall within a one 
week period? Not to mention the 
views around here are spectacular, 
the beautiful mountains and blue 
skies. 
 
You will want to get this date on your 
calendar; the next Hearing Loss 
Association of America Convention is 
June 17 – 20, 2010 in Milwaukee 
Wisconsin. I was looking at the 
convention website, 
http://www.hearingloss.org/conventio
n/index.asp,and found the following: 
Announcing some exciting news 
about registration for Convention 
2010:  
 
Early Bird Registration Register: 
for the full activity package by 
December 31st and your name will 
go into a drawing for 3 FREE nights 
at the Hilton Milwaukee City Center! 
(Must be used on the nights of June 
17 -19, 2010; taxes are the 
responsibility of the winner.) Early-
bird registration will open toward the 
end of October - it’s never too early 
to start planning! There is also a 
First-time Attendee Discount: For 
first-time attendees, we are offering a 
registration discount! That’s right, if 
you’ve never been to an HLAA 
convention before, now’s your 
chance! 
 
Also, for the second year, OIF/OEF 
Veteran with Hearing Loss: 
Complimentary Registration: Calling 
all vets of OIF and OEF with hearing 

loss. We want to show our support 
and gratitude for your service by 
offering a complimentary registration. 
Email convention@hearingloss.org 
for more details.  
 
I try to find opportunities to reach out 
and talk about hearing loss every 
chance I get. I do a lot of one on one 
talking. In November, Amy Lears, an 
audiologist at the Boulder Community 
Hospital (who talked at the Boulder 
chapter meeting in September 2009), 
and I will be doing a presentation at 
the American Legion Post 10 in 
Boulder.  
 
Veterans experience a high 
incidence of hearing loss, and we 
need to be reaching out and sharing 
our experiences with them about 
technology and ways to deal with 
hearing loss, and letting veterans that 
they are not alone. I spoke with an 
audiologist through the Veteran’s 
Administration and I found out that 
any veteran who is signed up to 
receive care under the VA is also 
eligible to be treated for hearing loss, 
whether they believe it was service 
related or not. Even some veterans 
who don’t believe they are eligible 
may in fact be able to receive care. 
Considering there is very little 
insurance coverage for hearing aids, 
I would encourage veterans to look 
into this benefit. 
 
We had a wonderful conference in 
October, cosponsored by the Marion 
Downs Hearing Center, Colorado 
Relay, and Caption Colorado, and 
our other exhibitors: Teltex, Cochlear 
Corporation, The Denver Center for 
the Performing Arts, Colorado 
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, Advanced Bionics, and the 
FCC. We had the honor of holding it 
on the first snowy, icy day of this 
season. We had a very decent 
turnout with the bad weather, and I 
was surprised more people didn’t 
stay away because it really was not a 
nice day to be out and about.  
 
We had a great day, and we are 
grateful for everyone who spent their 

Saturday with us. I want to give 
special thanks to all of the planning 
committee, Mark Valkonen from the 
Hearing Loss Association Colorado 
Springs Chapter, and Linda 
Englebrecht, Sandra Gabbard, and 
Rebecca Novinger of the Marion 
Downs Hearing Center. 
  
Also….I hope you plan on taking 
advantage of the captioned live 
Broadway theater showings in 
November and December 2009. You 
can purchase tickets online at 
denvercenter.org, using the promo 
code “OCAP”. Click on “purchase 
tickets” and then choose discount 
code, and follow the prompts. 
Wicked is showing at the Buell 
Theater on Sunday, November 15th 
at 2pm, Spring Awakening is 
showing at the  Buell Theater on 
Sunday, December 13th, at 2pm, and 
Little House on the Prairie starring 
Melissa Gilbert as “Ma” on Sunday, 
December 27th at 2pm.  
 
Half-price tickets are available for 
Spring Awakening and Little 
House on the Prairie. Please be 
aware that these seats are all in the 
Orchestra Level; you will have a 
wonderful view of the stage and the 
captioning. I attended The Color 
Purple earlier this year, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience of 
a live Broadway show along with the 
captioning that allowed me to enjoy it 
so well. Please support the live 
captioning performances so they will 
continue to be available in Denver! 
� �
(Editor’s Note—see fuller details of the 
shows on page 7.) 

 

 

CAPTEL PHONE FOR SALE 
 
 
 

Sylvia has a CapTel telephone which 
she is not using.  We would like to 
sell it to someone at a very 
reasonable price.  We have the 
original box, and all the instructions 
for it.  It is a CapTel model 200 
telephone.  You can contact me at 
303 771-2649.  Thanks very much.  
Stan Boxer.  �  
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HLA of Denver Chapter 
Directions and Parking 

Info 
 
Directions:  Take Dartmouth Ave. 
west to Inca St.  Turn left (south) on 
Inca St.  Go a few blocks to an 
intersection next to the Bally Total 
Fitness building.  Go right (west) on 
the street to the parking lot.  See 
map and follow the parking lot info to 
the library south entrance. 
 

Or take Hampden (#285) to Inca St.  
See the Office Depot at the corner.  
Turn right on Inca St. if on Hampden 
westbound, or turn left if on 
Hampden eastbound.  At the next 
intersection, see Bally Total Fitness 
building.  Turn left on that street 
leading to the parking lot.  See map 
and follow the parking lot info to the 
library south entrance. 
 

Parking Lot Info.  The street you 
take leads to a large covered parking 
lot.  See two yellow posts by the 
library south entry.  Park nearby and 
walk in the south entrance to the 
center of the library on the main floor.  
Go right to the Reference Center for 
guidance to our meeting room, or 
see signs posted.    � �

�
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Jay Tinglum giving his 
presentation at the HLA of 
Denver chapter meeting, 

October 24th, 2009. 
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Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts (DCPA) 

Open-Captioned live shows 
 

WICKED 
The Buell Theatre • Oct 7- Nov 15 
Open Captioning: Nov 15, 2pm 
 

Call 303.893.4100 or buy online at 
denvercenter.org using promo code 
OCAP 
 

Back in Denver for a third time by 
“Popular” demand, The New York 
Times calls Wicked “Broadway’s 
biggest blockbuster.” In the show’s 
first two engagements here since 
2005, it has broken box office 
records and sold out in record time. 
Winner of 20 major awards, including 
a Grammy and three Tony Awards, 
Wicked “deserves the passion it 
inspires” (Rocky Mountain News).    
  

Long before that girl from Kansas 
arrives in Munchkinland, two girls 
meet in the land of Oz. One — born 
with emerald green skin — is smart, 
fiery and misunderstood. The other is 
beautiful, ambitious and very popular. 
How these two grow to become the 
Wicked Witch of the West and 
Glinda the Good Witch makes for 
“the most complete and completely 
satisfying new musical in a long time” 
(USA Today). 
  

Spr ing Awakening 
The Buell Theatre • Dec 1-13, 2009 
Open Captioning:  Dec 13, 2pm 
 

Half-price tickets available!  Call 
303.893.4100 starting October 19th 
or buy online NOW at 
denvercenter.org using promo 
code OCAP 
 

Broadway’s most talked about new 
musical is now the biggest Tony 
Award-winner in years. Spring 
Awakening is the groundbreaking 
fusion of morality, sexuality and rock 
& roll that has awakened Broadway 
like no other musical in recent 
memory. 
 

Winner of eight Tony Awards 
including Best Musical, Spring 
Awakening celebrates the 

unforgettable journey from youth to 
adulthood with a power, a poignancy 
and a passion you will never forget. 
We agree with The New York Times: 
“Broadway may never be the same 
again!” 
  

Little House on the Prair ie 
starring Melissa Gilbert as “Ma” 
The Buell Theatre • Dec 15-27 
Open Captioning:  Dec 27, 2pm 
 

Half-price tickets available!  Call 
303.893.4100 starting October 26th 
or buy online NOW at 
denvercenter.org using promo 
code OCAP 
 

For more than 75 years, Laura 
Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the 
Prairie books have enthralled 
children with the stories of pioneer 
America. The beloved television 
series, starring Melissa Gilbert as 
Laura, made the Ingalls family part of 
our own.  
 

Now, this American classic is about 
to take on a brand new frontier, as 
the wonderfully inspiring experiences 
of this pioneer family come to life in 
Little House on the Prairie, The 
Musical. �  

 
 

HLA of Pueblo Chapter 
News 

November 21, 2009, Rawlings 
Library, 1:30-3:30 PM 

Pueblo, CO 
 

At press time, the meeting topic was 
not announced. Questions, please 
contact Sharon Campbell at e-mail 
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com or Ph 719-
561-0648. �  
 

Cochlear Americas’ New 
Nucleus 5 System Approved by 

FDA on Sept. 8, 2009 
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Hearing Loss Association of Denver Chapter Meeting 
Location Map 

 

 

 
Englewood Public Library, Anderson Conference Room, 1000 E. Englewood 
Pkwy, in Englewood Civic Center for Hearing Loss Association of Denver 
Chapter.  Directions and Parking Info on page 6. 
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