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Hearing Loss Association of Colorado News — October 2009

By Amy Becktell, President, HLAA Boulder Chapter

Saturday, October 10, 8:30 am — 1:00 pm

54 | Building Communication Bridges Conference
31 | Join us and learn about current hearing loss technology and advocacy
in action.
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Thanks to everyone who attended the
September meeting with Amy Lears. It was
very interesting to learn about the different
ways that the hearing aid manufacturers are
using frequency transposition. It is always
great to see everyone; your support of the
programs is appreciated!

We will not have a regular meeting in
October. Please plan to attend the
Building Communication Bridges half-
day conference on Saturday, October 10, at
the Ben Nighthorse Campbell Native Health
Building at the Anschutz Medical Campus in
Aurora, Colorado. This free conference will
be 8:30 am — 1:00 pm. It's a great way to
learn up-to-date information about hearing
loss as well as an opportunity to meet and
make friends.

Our next Boulder program will be November
21, 10:30 — 12:30, at the Meadows Branch
Library. Join us when popular speaker Ric
Durity returns to the chapter to guide us in a discussion related to communication
strategies during the sometimes stressful holiday season. Ric is the Director of
Development, Mental Health Center of Denver.

Elsewhere is the newsletter look for the tentative programs and dates for the
remainder of the year. There are lots of resources, products, and support for people
with hearing loss, and we do our best to bring you information about these.

Once again, the Boulder Chapter board appreciates your support. Please fell free to
contact any of us for questions or comments or at HLAABoulder@yahoo.com.

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 40, Issue 12, Sept 19, 2009
Copyright (C) 2009 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights reserved..

Iraq Vet Discusses Life After Hearing Loss

Mark Brogan tells the story about histimein Iraq easily and with intensity, although he may
not remember al of it. On April 11, 2006, Captain Brogan was approached from behind by a
suicide bomber during his mission in Operation Iragi Freedom. The bomb detonated. The
suicide bomber was dead and Brogan was left for dead. Such is the custom of soldiers on the
battlefield to stand silently over the dead and give them their final prayers and a send-off.
They said goodbye to Captain Brogan.

http://www.hearingl 0ss.org/magazine/2009SeptOct/HLM _MarkBroganSepOct_09.pdf
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book
review, new product, personal/general member news,
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704,
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone
303-363-8917 via CapTel 1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:
kkeil75@yahoo.com. (Please include source, date
(and page number if possible.))

Submission deadline for November 2009
newdletter: no later than November 1st at 9:00
pm. The newsletter is mailed at least 10 days prior
to Colorado Springs monthly meeting.

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a
constituency of hard of hearing people. This cannot
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and
at the same time receive the benefits of that national
membership.

Individual: $35/USA,  $35/Canada/Mexico,
$45/0Overseas (viaairmail).

Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55
/Overseas (viaairmail).

(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD
20814.

| don’t think you should let your age stop
anything you want to do. Don’t put an age
limit on your dreams.

---41-year-old Dara Torres, medalist in five

Olympics
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Colorado Springs Chapter
By Mark Valkonen, President

The state conference on October 10 is fast
approaching. With the state of the economy
this year, and so many people affected by it,
the conference will be free of charge this
year. Some of the Walk4Hearing funds
make this possible. | am planning to present
the advocacy work | am doing with the
Colorado Springs Police Department. | am
working with them to update their policies
and procedures regarding their interaction
with Hard of Hearing and Deaf people.

Since the State Conference will be on the
second Saturday of October, we won®be
having a meeting in Colorado Springs. Check
next month for November’s agenda.

Until next month, stay well, stay dry, and
keep listening!

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER

When: Second Saturday at 1:00 PM January-October
Where: Mission Medical Clinic, 2125 E La Salle Street,
Colorado Springs, CO

Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen

e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 40, Issue 13, Sept 26, 2009
Copyright (C) 2009 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights reserved

The Biological Mechanisms of
Hyperacusis

Hyperacusis, or recruitment, is characterized by
an abnormally strong reaction or reduced
tolerance to ordinary environmental sound.
Hyperacusis can reduce the quality of life.
Patients with severe hyperacusis avoid going to
parties, restaurants, and even meetings, since the
environment isjust "too loud" for them.

Some people with this condition will leave their
homes only if wearing ear plugs. The prevalence
of hyperacusisin the general population is about
9%-15% (Herraiz et al., 2006). Hyperacusis can
occur along with avariety of disordersincluding
acoustic trauma, stapedectomy, Williams
syndrome in children, migraine attacks, facial
paralysis, and tinnitus. The mechanism underlying
hyperacusisis unclear and as yet thereisno
treatment.

http://tinyurl. com/ngbpw6

Hearing Loss Ass'n of Denver. Chapter meeting Saturday,
October 24th at 1000 E. Englewood Pkway, Englewood Civic
Center. 1:00 pm for socialization and greeting one another.
1:30 Program:

Welcome back for our fall programs! We have some exciting things in the
works to better serve you.

We had a chilly reception for our September potluck picnic, but about a
dozen brave souls braved the elements and were greeted with great food
and conversation.

REMINDER: You are strongly encouraged to register and bless us with
your presence at our annual Building Communication Bridges
Conference to be held on Saturday, October 10th. The Conference

will be held in the beautiful Ben Nighthorse Campbell Native Health
Building at the new University campus in Aurora. This will be a half day
conference this year to run from 8:30 to 1:00. No lunch is provided, but
there is no charge to attend. We can assure you everyone will come away
with a recharge and good updates on things you need to know about how
we can best cope with our hearing loss. You will not be disappointed!

Our next regularly scheduled Chapter meeting will be at 1:00 on Saturday,
October 24, at the Englewood Public Library.

We hope to have Jay Tinglum for our featured speaker. His topic will be
Building Blocks to Better Communication. Jay is back at ADCO
again. He is an audiologist by profession and is well versed in our
accessory equipment such as is available at ADCO. He is also a great
communicator. You are in for a treat.

NEW CHAPTER SERVICE OFFERED TO FAMILY and those closely
allied to the Hearing Impaired member! We plan to form a support group
for anyone closely connected to the HI member. Anyone interested may
participate. The group will be facilitated by a professional counselor. The
first such group will meet concurrently on the 24th in the Perrin Room
while our meeting is being held. At this time it is anticipated that the group
will meet 3-4 times a year.

The purpose of the group is to allow family, friends and others of the
hearing impaired members to share issues, ideas, and support from peers
in a professional and friendly environment. The anticipated outcomes of
the group are increased and improved communication, as well as stronger
relationships and better understanding between HI adults and their closest
family/friends. You are encouraged to come and offer your insights and
concerns to the group.

We wish to thank Eddee Griest for providing the refreshments for this
month.

See Map on page 4 and Directions and Parking Info on page 5.
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HLAA Chapters in Colorado

Colorado

CO - STATE CHAPTER
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com
Ph 303-938-9659

(Note: Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach
your chapter contact)
state website:

http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org

Join the Hearing Loss Association of
America e-mail E-News:
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)
When: Third Saturday of Month at 2
PM, Sept. - May

Where: Meadows Branch Library,
4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112,
Boulder, CO 80303

Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell
e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta
e-mail zac lafratta@msn.com

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER
When: Fourth Saturday of Month at
1 PM, no meeting July/August
(special event in Sept. and Dec.,
date TBA)

Where: Englewood Public Library
Anderson Conference Room

1000 E. Englewood Pkwy

in Englewood Civic Citr.

Chapter Contact: Dave Conant

Ph 303-777-2279

e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER
When: Second Saturday at 1:00 PM
January-October

Where: Mission Medical Clinic, 2125
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs,
CO

Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net

PUEBLO CHAPTER
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com

Ph 719-561-0648

Tonya Barker

Ph 719-561-3105
Silverfox0506 @hotmail.com
Updated: 09/29/2009

NOTE: If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies
in Colorado, please send e-mail to kkeil75@yahoo.com to be added to the
mailing list. Please see links above for latest updates.

Fame Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium Oct. 2-8
[Gorden (Catewoos) |

Fame UA West Village Stadium 12 Oct. 6-8

The Informant UA West Village Stadium 12 Oct. 2-5

NA Colorado Mills Stadium 16 NA

Jennifer's Body UA Meadows 12, Littleton Oct. 6-8

Cloudy with A UA Meadows 12, Littleton Sept. 29-Oct. 5

Chance of Meatballs

NA AMC Highlands Ranch 24 NA

NA Cherry Creek 8 NA

NA AMC Westminster Promenade 24 NA

Meeting place for Central Denver HLA
Chapter

Englewood Public Library, Anderson Conference Room, 1000 E. Englewood
Pkwy, in Englewood Civic Ctr. for Central Denver Chapter.
Directions and Parking on page 5.
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Mohney's
Musings

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado
State Coordinator

Thereis till time to sign up to attend
the Building Communication Bridges on
Saturday, October 10, 2009, being held
at the Ben Nighthorse Campbell

Native Health Center, 13055 East 17th
Avenue Aurora, CO 80045, check-in at
8:30am, conference at 9:00 am to 1:00
pm. This year, we are offering the
conference free to you, cosponsored by
the Marion Downs Hearing Center! It
will only be ahalf day conference, so we
won't have lunch, but we will have
snacks. Please register online at:
http://www.hearingl osscol oradoconventi
on.org/bcb2009_onlineregform.htm, or
call the Marion Downs Hearing Center at
720-848-3042. The deadline to register
is October 7",

We need your help! We can use
volunteers at the conference on October
10, 2009 to help with set up, check in,
and all the little details that make the day
run smoothly. Please let me know if you
are able to help out! Thiswill be a
wonderful conference and a great way to
socialize and make connections with
other people with hearing loss.

| hope you plan on taking advantage of
the captioned live Broadway theater
showingsin November and December
2009. Y ou can purchase tickets online at
denvercenter.org, using the promo code
“OCAP”. Click on “purchase tickets’
and then choose discount code, and
follow the prompts.

Wicked is showing at the Buell Theater
on Sunday, November 15" at 2pm,
Spring Awakening is showing at the
Buell Theater on Sunday, December
13", at 2pm, and Little House on the

Prairie starring Melissa Gilbert as“Ma”
on Sunday, December 27" at 2pm.

Half-price tickets are available for
Spring Awakening and Little House on
the Prairie. Please be aware that these
seats are al in the Orchestra Level; you
will have awonderful view of the stage
and the captioning. | attended The Color
Purple earlier this year, and thoroughly
enjoyed the experience of alive
Broadway show along with the
captioning that allowed me to enjoy it so
well. Please support the live captioning
performances so they will continue to be
available in Denver!

(Editor’ s Note—see fuller details of the
shows on page 6-7.)

HLAA Cruise
2010

| am writing to remind everyone of
the wonderful group cruise aboard
the Freedom of the Seas planned for
October 2010. Many of you have
heard about it in its planning stages,
but it is time to hear/see more :)

Information can be seen at this link:

http://www.hla-
fl.com/hlafloct2010cruiseflyer.pdf

| believe even more incentives are
planned for passengers
(credits/dinner vouchers). A great
time was had by all in October 2007,
the first group cruise.

It is really a stress free way to travel.
Open to all! Members of Hearing
Loss Association of America (and
those requesting accommodations)
will have these special
accommodations to make the cruise
even more enjoyable. CAPTIONS will
be seen in the theater showtime
performances.

Dinner can be with the group in a
more quiet of the dining room, with
big or small tables. A Welcome
Aboard Party the first night is one of
the highlights of the cruise.

| toured the ship a few months ago
and it is awesome! If you are not
interested for yourself, please share
with others. You never know if it may
be just what they are looking for!!

Read the comments section on the
flyers and please print/share by e-
mail for others to see if possible.

One need not have a hearing loss to
join us.

| am excited about planning this next
group cruise. Come join us, the more
the merrier!

Lynn Rousseau

Lynn Rousseau, Immediate Past
President

Hearing Loss Association of Florida
HLAFlorida@aol.com
http://www.hla-fl.com/

Denver Chapter
Location Info

Directions: Take Dartmouth Ave.
west to Inca St. Turn left (south) on
Inca St. Go a few blocks to an
intersection next to the Bally Total
Fitness building. Go right (west) on
the street to the parking lot. See
map and follow the parking lot info to
the library south entrance.

Or take Hampden (#285) to Inca St.
See the Office Depot at the corner.
Turn right on Inca St. if on Hampden
westbound, or turn left if on
Hampden eastbound. At the next
intersection, see Bally Total Fitness
building. Turn left on that street
leading to the parking lot. See map
and follow the parking lot info to the
library south entrance.

Parking Lot Info. The street you
take leads to a large covered parking
lot. See two yellow posts by the
library south entry. Park nearby and
walk in the south entrance to the
center of the library on the main floor.
Go right to the Reference Center for
guidance to our meeting room, or
see signs posted.
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Denver Center for the
Performing Arts (DCPA)
Open-Captioned live
shows

WICKED
The Buell Theatre ¢ Oct 7- Nov 15
Open Captioning: Nov 15, 2pm

Call 303.893.4100 or buy online at
denvercenter.org using promo code
OCAP

Back in Denver for a third time by
“Popular” demand, The New York
Times calls Wicked “Broadway’s
biggest blockbuster.” In the show’s
first two engagements here since
2005, it has broken box office
records and sold out in record time.
Winner of 20 major awards, including
a Grammy and three Tony Awards,
Wicked “deserves the passion it
inspires” (Rocky Mountain News).

Long before that girl from Kansas
arrives in Munchkinland, two girls
meet in the land of Oz. One — born
with emerald green skin — is smatrt,
fiery and misunderstood. The other is
beautiful, ambitious and very popular.
How these two grow to become the
Wicked Witch of the West and
Glinda the Good Witch makes for
“the most complete and completely
satisfying new musical in a long time”
(USA Today).

Spring Awakening
The Buell Theatre « Dec 1-13, 2009
Open Captioning: Dec 13, 2pm

Half-price tickets available! Call
303.893.4100 starting October 19th
or buy online NOW at
denvercenter.org using promo
code OCAP

Broadway’s most talked about new
musical is now the biggest Tony
Award-winner in years. Spring
Awakening is the groundbreaking
(continued on page 7)
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(DCPA continued from page 6)

fusion of morality, sexuality and rock
& roll that has awakened Broadway
like no other musical in recent
memory.

Winner of eight Tony Awards
including Best Musical, Spring
Awakening celebrates the
unforgettable journey from youth to
adulthood with a power, a poignancy
and a passion you will never forget.
We agree with The New York Times:
“Broadway may never be the same
again!”

Little House on the Prairie
starring Melissa Gilbert as “Ma”
The Buell Theatre « Dec 15-27

Open Captioning: Dec 27, 2pm

Half-price tickets available! Call
303.893.4100 starting October 26th
or buy online NOW at
denvercenter.org using promo
code OCAP

For more than 75 years, Laura
Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the
Prairie books have enthralled
children with the stories of pioneer
America. The beloved television
series, starring Melissa Gilbert as
Laura, made the Ingalls family part of
our own.

Now, this American classic is about
to take on a brand new frontier, as
the wonderfully inspiring experiences
of this pioneer family come to life in
Little House on the Prairie, The
Musical.

HLA of Pueblo Chapter
News

October 17, 2009, Rawlings
Library, 1:30-3:30 PM
Pueblo, CO

At press time, the meeting topic was
not announced. Questions, please
contact Sharon Campbell at e-mail
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com or Ph 719-
561-0648.

Discovering Deaf Worlds
By Karen Keil

The Discovering Deaf Worlds
presentation on Friday, Sept. 25", by
Christy Smith (deaf) and Dave Justice
(hearing), wearing native Indian
clothing, at the University of Colorado-
Boulder, was informative with a
standing room only audience with
mostly Deaf signing people with at
least two HOH/deaf oral speaking
people attending. Numerous slides
and several video clips were provided
along with a trailer to a documentary
that Discovering Deaf Worlds has
produced.

Some highlights:

Christy Smith and Dave Justice spent
a year traveling in eight countries--
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, China,
Thailand, Cambodia, India, and Nepal.
They first went mainly self-funded after
quitting their jobs and selling their cars
but donations via their Discovering
Deaf Worlds website from people
interested in their trip’s purpose helped
extend the trip to a year.

Christy Smith demonstrated the sign
“Thank you” in its various forms in the
countries visited.

In Australia, the pair visited the

Cochlear Ltd. Center in Sydney where
they taped a clip with a doctor from
Cochlear in his saying that relations
between the Deaf community and
Cochlear were strained, but have
improved in recent years. They saw
people with Cls there, but mostly saw
Deaf signing people there and in New
Zealand where they attended a sports
event with many deaf participants.

In Japan, they visited a deaf school.
They found the Japanese friendly yet
not a hugging people. In China, the
deaf people were very friendly and a
hugging people! The Chinese deaf
people are not allowed to drive and
their course of study in college is
limited to art, regardless of their
talents. A slide showed the wonderful
artwork done by them.

In Thailand, Christy and Dave visited a
school for the deaf. They did the same
in India as well as a organization for
deaf Indian women. Most deaf people
in Cambodia are not educated.
Conditions are not good for deaf
people in India where families did not
educate their deaf children and often
just abandoned them on the street to
fend for themselves. In Nepal, deaf
people were isolated and uneducated.
Christy and Dave found that the
(continued on page 8)
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(Discovering continued from page 7)

government, educational systems and
the people in many of the countries did
not seem to be aware of deaf issues or
ignored them.

According to the World Federation of the
Deaf, 80% of the deaf in developing
countries do not read or write--over some
270 million people.

Seeing what the deaf people were
encountering has inspired Discovering
Deaf Worlds to do an outreach effort to
address the difficulties the deaf are
dealing with, and to support the existing
services in those countries to do even
more.

Discovering Deaf Worlds has produced a
movie called Discovering: Shuktara, a
documentary of 18 boys and girls in
Shuktara, India, who were given a new
chance at life. See more at this link:
http://www.discoveringdeafworlds.org/Dis
coveringShuktara.html

Inall, it was a great travelogue but yet A Parting Shot from the Longmont Walk 4 Hearing Walk
even more, a meeting with other deaf While the walkers walked around the lake at the Longmont Walk 4 Hearing
people around the world, giving a lot to Walk, a little boy waiting at the W4H site got an unexpected treat in manning the

think about and to appreciate in our lives. hose with a fireman at the park! (Provided by Zac La Fratta from a friend of his)

http://www.discoveringdeafworlds.org

Karen Keil, Editor
P. O. Box 472704
Aurora, CO 80047-2704
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