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Bill Lundgren and Jennifer Macy from the
Accessibility Advisory Council for the Denver Center
for the Performing Arts

By Karen Keil

Bill Lundgren and Jennifer Macy gave very informative
information and comments regarding the efforts for accessibility
as well as personal perspectives.

Bill Lundgren has Usher’s Syndrome with
blindness and deafness and has a service
dog. He attributed his love of the
theatrical arts to his mother who would
take him and his siblings to the theatre in
the very last row in the very last seats next
to the aisle. His mother apparently
wanted easy access to outside in case of
a fire. Sitting far back challenged Bill with
his hearing loss to understand the shows,
but he came to enjoy them. It continued into adulthood even as
he began losing his sight. He originally came from back East
and upon moving to Denver, he got involved with the Denver
performing arts community.

He said that we attending the meeting are “very unusual” in
bein aware of and using the shows’ accommodations.

His service dog is a well-known critic of the shows that his
owner would take him to. He would rate the shows at the
curtain calls with the number of barks or woofs. One show he
rated with three woofs. Another show he rated with six woofs.

Jennifer Macy said that Temple Buell, the founder of the Buell
Theatre, insisted that the theatre be accessible to all, including
those with impairments. It has taken a while to achieve this
with much money invested in the equipment.

She wants feedback on the accommodations and what, where
and how they can do better. She said the placement of the
captioning screen is coordinated with the promoters of the
shows. They try their best to keep the screen as close to the
stage as possible. The location of the screen can vary from
one play to another. Some promoters don’t want the screen
placed in certain positions depending on the setups of the
stage props. Jennifer Macy said the captioner is flown in from
New York with special equipment requiring special skills to
keep the captions flowing in real time with the performance.

We can give feedback on the shows and accessibility aspects
to Zac La Fratta or Rebecca Herr, who are members of the
Accessibility Advisory Council. They meet the last Wednesday

of the month. We can also come to give feedback ourselves at
the meetings.

Jennifer showed and passed out copies
of a new booklet called Access &
Accommodations for Patrons and
Visitors with Disabilities. This booklet
gives information on all accommodations
available for people with handicaps,
along with contact information and
facilities information. It has a list of 2009
Access Performances with various accessible options listed.
The hearing impaired can get ASL, listening devices, and open
captioning. A play such as The Color Purple gets one open-
captioned showing. So if we want to see an open-captioned
showing of a play, we must go to the one showing that has it.
The tickets are half-price ($50 plus tax/fees) and we are seated
in the front left section where the captioning screen is.

The following open-captioned showings for March, April and
May are:

March 22 2:00 pm The Phantom of the Opera

April 19 2:00 pm Tang Concubines

May 17 2:00 pm Monty Python’s Spamlot

More OC showings are offered through 2009 to January 10,
2010.

To order tickets, call 303.893.4100 or 800.641.1222 or TTY
303.893.9582 and tell them you want open-captioned tickets.
Don't order tickets online as the tickets may not be open-
captioned.
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By Amy Becktell, President, HLAA Boulder Chapter

Saturday, March 21, 10:30 — 12:30

Meadows Branch Library, 4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112,
Boulder, CO 80303, behind Safeway

Ric Durity, Director of Development, Mental Health Center of
Denver

Feeling Confident and Successful Despite My Hearing Loss
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Ric Durity is a mental health specialist that will help our
members explore and identify situations in which we feel the most
competent despite our hearing loss and the types of situations where
guestioning our competence
can hold us back. We can then
draw upon the collective
wisdom of our group to help us
generate ideas about what
strategies people use in those
situations where we can feel
less competent or confident.
We can identify self-defeating
statements that people can to
learn to banish from their
vocabulary, and replacement
statements that help make us
feel more successful. This will !
be a group discussion session,

and all comments and ideas will be welcome.
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On April 18, our meeting will be at the Meadows Branch Library from 10:30 —
12:30. The tentative topic will be about using the internet to find resources
and information for people with hearing loss.

We had a wonderful program in February with Bill Lundgren and Jennifer
Macy from the Accessibility Advisory Council for the Denver Center for the
Performing Arts. They gave an update on all types of accessibility options,
including assistive listening systems and captioned showings of
performances for theater attendees with hearing loss. Several people at the
meeting had seen the captioned performance of “The Color Purple” and
reported on their experiences, which was mostly positive. It was great to
hear the long history of accommodations at DPAC and get some
background about various efforts to make the theater accessible. We really
enjoyed hearing about Bill's service dog and how much she enjoys the
theater herself!

The 3rd Annual Walk4Hearing is May 9. See details in other sections of the
newsletter. This is a great opportunity for our group to raise funds as we
raise awareness about hearing loss issues. If you haven't created your team
yet, there is still plenty of time! Please feel free to contact me with any
issues or questions about the Boulder HLA Chapter at
HLAABoulder@yahoo.com.
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book
review, new product, personal/general member news,
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704,
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone
303-363-8917 via CapTel 1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:
kkeil75@yahoo.com. (Please include source, date
(and page number if possible.))

Submission deadline for April 2009 newsletter:
no later than March 30th at 9:00 pm. The
newsletter is mailed at least 10 days prior to
Colorado Springs monthly meeting.

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a
constituency of hard of hearing people. This cannot
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and
at the same time receive the benefits of that national
membership.

Individual: $35/USA,  $35/Canada/Mexico,
$45/Overseas (via airmail).

Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55
/Oversess (viaairmail).

(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910
Woodmont Ave, Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD
20814.

If you can't excel with talent, triumph with

effort.
--- Dave Weinbaum
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Hearing Loss
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of America
Southeastern Colorado Chapter

Colorado Springs Chapter

By Mark Valkonen, President
The action just gets better and better!

It® an interesting journey with my new Inteo
hearing aids. They are BTE®, and | have the
partial open fit model. | believe they are the Elan
open fit, or something like that. Anyway, it® my
first experience with them. |@n getting the left ear
mold re-done, the fit needs to be improved. 1®
keep you posted on the new ear mold.

Walk 4 Hearing update - the kick off is scheduled
for March 7, 2009 at the I1zaak Walton facility in
Longmont. There are some teams already
registered - the Colorado Springs Chapter team is
the Unheard Nerd Heard. The walk itself will be
on Saturday, May 9. We are looking forward to a
bright, sunny and warm spring day!

Our chapter meets on the second Saturday of the
month, which will be the 14th. We® be talking
about the walk, and giving an update on the kick
off at that time. We have a wonderful time at the
meetings, all are welcome! This month we are
posting the meeting notice on yourHub, which is
an on-line community site for posting local
events.

Until next month, stay well, stay warm, and keep
listening!

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 37, Issue 11, December 13, 2008
Copyright (C) 2008 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights reserved.

Can Air Travel be Made Accessible for

People with Hearing Loss?
If you have a hearing loss, you know what it® like
to be sitting on the edge of your seat, wondering
just what the last announcement was and what
the next one will be. A page for a passenger? A
gate change? A boarding call? One member let
us know she was so stressed at the airport she
was reluctant to venture to the restroom for fear
of missing those visual clues that would let her
know when her plane was boarding. Another
commented that it made a world of difference
when her hearing husband accompanied her on
flights: she could relax knowing her husband
would alert her to every important announcement
as it was being made, that she would not need to
depend on overtaxed airline personnel who may
or may not remember to notify her. So, what do
the rules say and what can we do to make air
travel less stressful for us all?
http://tinyurl.com/6es5wz

Hearing Loss
&% Association
\ of Denver

Hearing Loss Ass@ of Denver. Chapter meeting Saturday,
March 28th at 1000 E. Englewood Pkway, Englewood Civic
Center. 1:00 pm for socialization and greeting one another.
1:30 Program:

Note: New location, Englewood Public Library, Ernie Anderson
Room, with immediate access for light rail at the Englewood station.
Also, free parking on the South side of the Library and easy access.
See detailed directions and map below.

No change in time of meeting. We think you will enjoy our new space.
And we will continue to have our loop system available along with
refreshments and conviviality.

Topic for this month will be "What is the best Hearing Aid". As of press
time, we do not have a confirmed speaker, but should have everything
in place by meeting time. In addition to the program per se, we feel you
will be impressed with the new location. For many of you it will be a
more accessible venue.

We want to thank Sharon Kerr for her special advocacy on our behalf
in representing us in the monthly meetings of the Colorado
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Sharon has really
gotten the word out where she lives at Heather Gardens and to

date and just this year she has received 10 donated hearing aids from
residents. The donations are being passed on to Dr Barbara Jenkins
with the Tehuacan Indian Project. Barbara and her group and allied
professionals perform very important outreach work to equip children in
Mexico with hearing aids for the first time. Thank you, Sharon. We

so appreciate all you do.

We want to thank Rebecca Whitworth for committing to do
refreshments for us in March.

We hope to see you all later this month in our new facility!

Englewood Public Library
Anderson Conference Room
1000 E. Englewood Pkwy

in Englewood Civic Ctr.

Directions: Take Dartmouth Ave. west to Inca St. Turn left (south) on
Inca St. Go a few blocks to an intersection next to the Bally Total Fitness
building. Go right (west) on the street to the parking lot. See map and
follow the parking lot info to the library south entrance.

Or take Hampden (#285) to Inca St. See the Office Depot at the corner.
Turn right on Inca St. if on Hampden westbound, or turn left if on Hampden
eastbound. At the next intersection, see Bally Total Fitness building. Turn
left on that street leading to the parking lot. See map and follow the
parking lot info to the library south entrance.

Parking Lot Info. The street you take leads to a large covered parking
lot. See two yellow posts by the library south entry. Park nearby and walk
in the south entrance to the center of the library on the main floor. Go
right to the Reference Center for guidance to our meeting room, or see
signs posted. See Map on page 5.
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HLAA Chapters in Colorado

Colorado

CO - STATE CHAPTER
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com
Ph 303-938-9659

(Note: Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach
your chapter contact)
state website:

http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org

Join the Hearing Loss Association of
America e-mail E-News:
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)
When: Third Saturday of Month at 2
PM, Sept. - May

Where: Meadows Branch Library,
4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112,
Boulder, CO 80303

Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell

Ph 303-948-1339

e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta
e-mail zac lafratta@msn.com

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER
When: Fourth Saturday of Month at
1 PM, no meeting July/August
(special event in Sept. and Dec.,
date TBA)

Where: Center for Hearing, Speech
and Language, 4280 Hale Parkway,
Denver, CO

Chapter Contact: Dave Conant

Ph 303-777-2279

e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER
When: Second Saturday at 1:00 PM
January-October

Where: Mission Medical Clinic, 2125
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs,
CO

Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net

PUEBLO CHAPTER
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com

Ph 719-561-0648

Tonya Barker

Ph 719-561-3105
Silverfox0506 @hotmail.com
Updated: 12/01/2008

NOTE: If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies in
Colorado, please send e-mail to kkeil75@yahoo.com to be added to the mailing list.
Please see links above for latest updates.

Mar. 6-12

Slumdog Millionaire

Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium
14

Watchmen

Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium Mar. 13-19

14

Slumdog Millionaire UA West Village Stadium 12 Mar. 6-12

Hotel for Dogs Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Mar. 13-16
Confessions of a Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Mar. 17-19
Shopaholic

Slumdog Millionaire UA Meadows 12, Littleton Mar. 10-12
Watchmen UA Meadows 12, Littleton Mar. 13-19
Taken UA Meadows 12, Littleton Mar. 6-9
NA Cherry Creek 8 NA

SEC Uncovers Ponzi Scheme Targeting
Deaf Investors

Thursday February 19, 2009, 12:14 pm EST

The Securities and Exchange Commission obtained a court order halting
an alleged Ponzi scheme by Hawaii-based Billions Coupons and its CEO
Marvin R. Cooper that was targeting members of the Deaf community in
the U.S. and Japan.

The SEC alleges Billions Coupons and Cooper raised more than $4.4
million from 125 investors since at least September 2007 by holding
investment seminars at community centers for investors who were deaf.

The SEC is also alleging that Cooper pocketed at least $1.4 million in
investor funds to pay personal expenses as well as purchase a hew
home.

This is the latest in a series of investor Ponzi schemes uncovered since
the mammoth $50 billion investment fraud caused by Bernard Madoff
was revealed in December.

Copyright 2008 CNBC. All rights reserved.
(submitted by Chuck Sullivan)
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Mohney®@
Musings

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado State
Coordinator

| grew up with my hearing loss, but not
everyone does. Or some people do grow
up with a mild or moderate loss, only to
experience a more severe/profound loss
later in life. What happens in our lives
can influence our reactions to our
hearing loss, greatly. And sometimes, if
we know nothing about hearing loss and
it strikes suddenly, it can be a
devastating event. Everyone deals with
their hearing loss differently. Many
people withdraw from activities that they
enjoy when it becomes difficult to
communicate with people around them,
and yet others thrive with coping skills
that allow them to continue to
communicate well. When someone loses
a major sense, including hearing, it is
normal to go through the stages of
grieving. some people need to go
through all the stages before they can
accept and start to do what they need to
do to cope with the loss.

Some people may hold anger about their
hearing loss, and as a result, they may
sabotage any efforts they make toward
communicating or moving forward in
dealing effectively with their needs,
including finding jobs to support
themselves, or finding and using
technology. Others may develop
depression and be unable to cope. Many
people may also assume that their
hearing loss is the root cause of
problems they experience in their lives,
and because we often are unable to look
at the way we cope in an objective
manner, we may be placing blame on the
hearing loss itself, when it could be
something else that needs to be
addressed. Others may turn to drugs or
alcohol to deal with the pain of hearing
loss or other events in their lives.

Hearing Loss Association of America
Chapters can provide very valuable
resources for people with hearing loss,
from personal experience to speakers
with knowledge about coping strategies,
technology, etc. Chapter meetings
provide a safe environment to talk about
issues that come up, find answers to
guestions, and can often find someone

else in the chapter who has had a similar
experience or there may be multiple
suggestions from several people. Your
local chapters work hard to find pertinent
topics and want to share as much as
they can with all of you. Please take the
time to attend your local chapter
meetings!

The 2009 Walk 4 Hearing is coming up!!
It® time to sign up to walk in this year®
walk!

http://hlaa.convio.net/site/ TR/Teamraiser/
test?fr id=1451&pg=entry

New Walkers: Click on Longmont, and
proceed with sign up.

Returning Walkers: Click on Longmont,
and follow these instructions:

Returning Walkers, read the
instructions before you click on the
red link on the page. If you participated
in this same walk in 2008, then you will
be able to retrieve your address book,
personal page and donation history by
following the steps below in order to
register for this year® walk:

1. Click the link at the bottom of
the Longmont Walk Page.

2. Log in using your previous
username/password. (If you
don®remember your username
or password, then you will have
the option of having them
emailed to you. Remember to
use the same email address
you initially used to register.)

3. After you log in, you will be
returned to this page where you
will need to select how you want
to participate (as an Individual,

Start a Team, etc.) and go
through the registration process
as you did before. However, this
time, some information will be
filled in for you.

4. Once you have finished your
registration, you will receive a
Thank You page where you will
be instructed to click the "Log
out" link in order to complete
the registration process.

5. To access "My Walk Center"
(previously named "Participant
Center") you will then need to
log in through the homepage by
first selecting your walk and
then entering your username
and password. You may also
log in by clicking on "My Walk
Center" on your walk® page.

6. Remember to update your
personal page with a current
story and photo.

NOTE: If you have not cleared your web
browser cookies since the last time you
visited this website, your computer might
have a "cookie" and will recognize you,
logging you in automatically. If this
happens before you register for this
year® walk, then just click the "Log out"
button, then follow the steps above.

I hope you are all thinking about
attending the Hearing Loss Association
of America Convention in Nashville this
year! This year is the 30" Birthday of
Hearing Loss Association of America! To
register for the convention:
http://www.hearingloss.org/convention/in
dex.asp. You will enjoy this year®
convention!
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Infrared Light May Improve
Cochlear Implants

Infrared light can stimulate neurons
in the inner ear as precisely as sound
waves, a discovery that could lead to
better cochlear implants for deaf
people. A healthy inner ear uses hair
cells that respond to sound to
stimulate neurons that send signals
to the brain. But hair cells can be
destroyed by disease or injury, or can
contain defects at birth, leading to
deafness. In such cases, cochlear
implants can directly stimulate
neurons.

The hearing provided by today®
implants is good enough to enable
deaf children to develop speech skills
that are remarkably similar to hearing
children®. Implant users still find it
tough to appreciate music,
communicate in a noisy environment
and understand tonal languages like
Mandarin, however. That® because
the implants use only 20 or so
electrodes, a small number
compared to the 3000-odd hair cells
in a healthy ear.

More sources of stimulation should
make hearing clearer but more
electrodes cannot be packed in
because tissue conducts electricity,
so signals from different electrodes
would interfere. In contrast, laser light
targets nerves more precisely and
doesn®spread, which could allow an
implant to transmit more information
to the neurons.
http://tinyurl.com/6a4f9v

DeafDigest Gold - March 1, 2009
ONE IN MILLION ODDS?

This story is for Deaf Statisticians. And
this is a true story.

An accident with two cars took place in a
recent year. The driver of the first car
was deaf and ASL signer.

The driver of the second car was also
deaf and ASL signer.

Both drivers did not know each other but
they were able to exchange in ASL their
names, their addresses and their
insurance cards.

What are the mathematical odds of this
happening? One in one million or one in
one billion?

He can®hear them now

Writer of comic campus novels delves
into deafness, aging with his latest

By Merritt Moseley
Special to The Denver Post
Updated: 08/16/2008 04:42:54 PM MDT

English author David Lodge® 13th
novel, "Deaf Sentence," has a strong
feel of autobiographical truth. Since
the beginning of his novelistic career
in 1960, and particularly since his
breakthrough as a writer both popular
and critically esteemed (with "Small
World" in 1984), Lodge has
specialized in comic novels, though
always with a serious side to them.

His artfully contrived plots are often
set in the university, and he is
recognized as one of the foremost
practitioners of the campus novel.

In his 73rd year, he has turned his
attention to a story about growing old.
Main character and narrator
Desmond Bates is a retired professor
of linguistics who is bored in his
retirement. His second wife has a
newly successful career running a
shop, and he is coming to terms with
being her househusband and
increasingly irrelevant companion.
Between them they have five grown
children, living lives of their own.

The novel® plot turns on three
consequences of Desmond®
advancing age. In one, his father,
living on his own in London, is
increasingly cranky, helpless and

worrying; and in the course of the
novel, he dies.

Desmond® professional interests are
piqued by an American graduate
student, Alexandra Loom, who invites
him to supervise her thesis. This
involves him in messy departmental
politics and in discoveries of Alex®
volatility that are redoubled when she
issues him a sexually charged
invitation, turns up at his wife® shop
and phones him obsessively.

There would be very few academic
novels without the plot device of
affairs between professors and
students, and Lodge has exploited it
in the past, usually comically. In
"Deaf Sentence," though, there is
hardly a tickle of interest, and
Desmond is terrified by Alex®
attentions.

Finally — a phenomenon that
complicates his relations with his
colleagues, Alex, his father and his
wife — Desmond is going deaf.

Lodge has used deafness for comic
purposes before, when one of hic
characters, unable to recognize
consonants, makes mistakes like
thinking he has been offered a cup of
pee. Here it mostly isn®funny,
because that deafness is now seen
poignantly from the perspective of its
sufferer. Deafness increasingly limits
Desmond® life, cutting him off from
his wife and producing exasperation
in those who must suffer his
confusions and repeat themselves
annoyingly.

"Deaf Sentence" contains a lot of
information about deafness, hearing
aids and lip reading. Desmond
complains that blind people are easily
recognized as such, while deafness
is a hidden disability, and that
blindness is tragic while deafness is
comic.

At one point, when asked why he
doesn®learn to read lips (his hearing
aids don®help much), he thinks,
"Could there be a Deaf Instinct,
comparable to Freud® Death
Instinct? An unconscious longing for
torpor, silence and solitude
underlying and contradicting the
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normal human desire for
companionship and intercourse? Am
| half in love with easeful Deaf?"

Progressive and incurable deafness;
professional uselessness; death of
parents. All this sounds gloomy
enough — and there® more,
including assisted suicide and
impotence.

And yet the novel is not so grim as
this makes it sound. In fact, though it
lacks the high spirits and brilliant wit
of some of this author® earlier, more
sparkling novels, it is a humane
account of life as it is lived.

Desmond is an illuminating and
clever narrator, and his knowing
account of deafness and how to cope
with it (based, as the author has
acknowledged, on Lodge® own
experience of hearing loss) is always
stimulating. And, in the face of his
complaints that blindness is seen as
tragic while deafness is comic, "Deaf
Sentence" avoids the tragic and
(mostly) the pathetic to become a
quietly assured comic novel.

Merritt Moseley teaches literature at
the University of North Carolina at
Asheville.
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_10207451?IADI

D=Search-www.denverpost.com-
www.denverpost.com
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Radio, For Those Who
Cannot Hear It

NPR Labs successfully demonstrated
captioned radio using over-the-air
IBOC signals of several stations as
part of its Election Night coverage. If
all goes according to plan, the
network hopes to generate captions
for its main programs by the end of
2009. Deaf and hard-of-hearing
people who have experienced the
captioning are excited about it,
saying it will help them use and enjoy
radio - again, or for the first time.
NPR Labs personnel plan to meet
with receiver makers in January
before the start of the Consumer

Electronics Show, hoping to
encourage one or more
manufacturers to produce HD Radios
that can receive and decode the
captioning. The International
Association of Audio Information
Services has developed design
standards for captioned radios to
help manufacturers. The idea is to
build in accessible features from
product inception, rather than trying
to include a feature when a product is
farther along the production path and
“reasonable accommodation”
becomes an unreasonable expense,
according to Dave Noble, chairman
of the IAAIS HD Radio Task Force
and development director of radio
reading service Sun Sounds of
Arizona.

http://www.rwonline.com/article/70844

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 37, Issue 12, December 20, 2008
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Brain Scan ldentifies
Tinnitus and Other Brain
Disorders

Dr. Patrick J. Kelly, the head of
neurosurgery at New York University,
folded his arms hard against his
chest, radiating skepticism. "l have a
neurological problem that I®e never
told anyone about - not a soul," he
recalls saying to his colleague Dr.
Rodolfo Llinas before an auditorium
packed with neurosurgeons. "You
listen to my brain and tell me what it
is. If you do, | will believe you." So it
was that Dr. Kelly allowed his brain to
be scanned in a MEG machine, a
device that measures tiny magnetic
signals reflecting changes in brain
rhythms. After analyzing his
colleague® brain activity, Dr. Llinas
announced: "You have tinnitus. Right
brain. The phantom sound ringing in
your ears must be very loud. It is low
frequency, a rumbling noise."

http://tinyurl.com/5rdxsm

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 37, Issue 12, December 20, 2008
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New discovery leading
towards intelligent
hearing aids

HOH-LD News Editor: Most people with
hearing loss have more difficulty
understanding speech in a noisy
environment than people with normal
hearing. Scientists are beginning to
understand why that is and to propose
how to use that information to help
people with hearing loss hear better in
noise. Here's the report from the folks at
hear-it.org

A discovery relating to how the brain
discriminates between sound
sources may ultimately result in the
development of intelligent hearing
aids.

Hearing impaired individuals typically
have difficulty in discriminating
between different sound sources
whereas people with normal hearing
are able to separate background
noise from relevant sounds. As a
result, people with hearing loss are
often depending on being able to
look at the person who is speaking.

Holger Schulze, professor at the
Leibnitz Institute for Neurobiology in
Magdeburg, Germany, believes that
this problem may be overcome in a
not too distant future.

Together with German and British
colleagues he has investigated the
processes in the brain allowing
normal hearing people to
discriminate between sound sources.
Their findings could be the basis for
the development of new types of
hearing aids making the wearer able
to discriminate between sound
sources.

Differences in sound waves

Schulze and his colleagues found
that the brain is able to focus on the
fine differences between sound
waves. Sound waves from a man®
voice, for instance, have a different
structure than the sound of a child.
The different structures are
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processed in different parts of the
brain, allowing the brain to focus on
one and block out the other.

This same mechanism could be
incorporated into the next generation
of hearing aids, suggested Schulze.

"This could be of benefit for people
with hearing aids in situations where
they can not look at the person they
talk to, for example while driving a
car," stated Schulze in the British
Daily Telegraph newspaper.
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Sooner or later, many people
need to get hearing aids

The official numbers are that one
person in ten has hearing loss, yet
the average person waits seven long,
frustrating years before getting the
help they need. During these seven
years relationships are stressed and
sometimes destroyed, jobs lost and
due to increasing isolation, the
person with hearing loss usually
withdraws from life to at least a small
degree. Due to the increasing use of
iPods by young people, more and

more of the candidates for hearing
aids are very young.

This presentation is for people with
hearing loss, their loved ones and
anyone who is interested in the
process, prices and pitfalls of hearing
aid purchasing. There is amazing
technology today that can help
virtually everyone with any degree of
hearing loss, but knowing where to
find it and how to feel confident in
your purchase is the difficult step.
Assistive listening equipment and
computer-assisted note-taking so
people can read what is being said
will be available to help with
communication.

Karen Keil, Editor
P. O. Box 472704
Aurora, CO 80047-2704
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