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Hearing L oss Stigma

Guess which of the following quotations are attributed to Aristotle
(384 BC-322 BC), the famous Greek philosopher and towering
figure of Western thought:

"All virtue is summed up in dealing justly."
"It isin justice that the ordering of society is centered.”

"Those who are born deaf become senseless and incapable of
reason."

Surprisingly, al three statements were made by Aristotle, who
believed deaf people were incapable of being taught and could not
use reasoned thinking. He thought if a deaf person could not use
his/her voice in the same way as hearing people, cognitive skills
remained undeveloped.

He first used the term "deaf and dumb,” which is viewed today as
offensive, negative and derogatory. The original meaning of
"dumb" meant silent, but over time it also came to mean stupid.
Thus, this age-old stigma toward deafness, which has since
generalized to hearing loss, was perpetuated and persists even in
today's more enlightened times.

Originally, "stigma" referred to amark or tattoo worn to denote
dave or criminal status. The shame or stigma of hearing loss
remains as one of the primary reasons why as many as 80 percent
of persons with hearing loss delay the purchase of a hearing aid.
Thisisunfortunate, as Dr. Sergei Kochkin of the Better Hearing
Institute reviews relevant research and states, "Hearing aids clearly
are associated with impressive improvements in the social,
emotional, psychological, and physical well-being of people with
hearing loss in all hearing loss categories from mild to severe."
In another article, Dr. Kochkin sums up this delay as follows:
"Some people reject hearing aids because they are concerned with
the stigma of hearing loss or arein a state of denial, and thus try to
hide it from others. It is unfortunate that many people lose

confidence in themselves simply because they have hearing loss.
They believe others will think they're getting older, less competent,
less attractive, and so on. They may also be embarrassed due to the
fact that we live in a youth-oriented, airbrushed society where
physical perfection is stressed as an important human attribute.

Dr. Robert Jackler, chair of otolaryngology at the Stanford
University School of Medicine, says, succinctly, "You put on a
hearing aid and suddenly you lose 30 IQ points and age 20 years."
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Hearing Aid History

The history of hearing aidsis along and progressive one, and a
useful timeline with illustrations is traced back to the 1700s on the
"Sound and Fury" Web site at

www.pbs.or g/wnet/soundandfury/cochl ear/hearingai ds.htm.
Along the way, the stigma of hearing loss led to the desire to
conceal or hide the hearing aid as much as possible. As an outward
admission of an otherwise invisible loss, the hearing aid became a
stigmain itself, and attempts at conceal ment show up throughout
the years.

One of the more dramatic examples of concealment came in the
acoustic throne designed in 1819 for King Goa |V of Portugal. The
throne had armrests resembling the heads of roaring lions.
Supplicants knelt and spoke into the open mouths of thelions. A
tube connected to a resonating chamber in the throne's arms and
wings conveyed sound to the listening ear of the king.

Continued on page 6
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Happy New Year, everyone! | hope the new year is off to a
311 great start for all of our members. We have some new

things in store for you this year. Please note our new time
for the January meeting. On Saturday, January 17, we will meet from 10:30 —
12:30 at the Meadows Branch Library. The topic is “How to Interpret your
Audiogram,” and the speaker is
Boulder audiologist, Karen
Carpenter, with one or two
students. We all have
audiograms, but what do they
mean, and how does this help
the audiologist get the best
hearing aid fit for us? Come find
out!

We had a wonderful holiday
party in December. Thanks to
everyone who attend. It was fun
to take time to talk to everyone

and to get to know everyone I " 0
better. ’ #_$%%&

The Boulder HLA board will be planning out the programs and activities for the
coming year and we will be soliciting your input through a survey. Watch for
more information about how you can participate.

Elsewhere in the newsletter you can read about initiatives to help people with
hearing loss both locally and nationally. Please participate and let the
organizers know that you appreciate their accommodations. Sometimes, just
one person can have an impact!

Please look ahead to your summer schedules for the National HLAA convention
to be held in Nashville, TN, June 18 - 21

I’m not one to make resolutions; | am constantly struggling to make myself better
in many areas. But if you do make resolutions, | hope it will be to attend as
many Boulder HLA meetings as possible. We appreciate your support!

The Boulder Chapter wishes to thank Norman Lederman of Oval Window Audio
who graciously replaced our micro loop amps and the AC adapters for our FM
system. What a great Christmas present for the chapter!

ONE PLACE TO DONATE USED HEARING AIDS, ETC.
BVSD D /HH Program community service project -- Cynthia.stevens@bvsd.org
Cynthia Stevens and Karen Mika, teachers of the BVSD D /HH Program, have a
small group of d/hh students from Boulder Valley School District working on a
community service project. They're collecting used ear molds, hearing aids, extra
batteries, and associated hearing aid equipment, etc. to send with the medical
mission teams to Mante, Mexico, China, and Belize. Please bring your used
equipment to the HLA of Boulder Chapter meeting on January 17", 2009.
Cynthia Stevens has left a collection container with us for donations.
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book
review, new product, personal/general member news,
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704,
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone
303-363-8917 via CapTel 1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:
kkeil75@yahoo.com. (Please include source, date
(and page number if possible.))

Submission deadline for February 2009
newsletter: no later than February 1% at 9:00 pm.
The newsletter is mailed at least 10 days prior to
Colorado Springs monthly meeting.

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a
constituency of hard of hearing people. This cannot
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and
at the same time receive the benefits of that national
membership.

Individual: $35/USA,  $35/Canada/Mexico,
$45/0Overseas (viaairmail).

Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55
/Overseas (viaairmail).

(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD
20814.

Happiness is often the result of being too

busy to be miserable.
---via attitudemedia.com
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Colorado Springs Chapter
By Mark Valkonen, President

Hello again!

I hope everybody had a wonderful holiday
season. | had a great time, visiting with out of
town family, giving and receiving gifts (and
spending too much!), buying a house (and
getting moved in)! Allin all, it has indeed been
a very busy month.

The next chapter meeting for the Colorado
Springs Chapter will be on January 10, 2009 at
the Mission Medical Clinic at 2525 E La Salle
Street, from 1 to 3 pm. The topic will be
different web sites available for hard of hearing
people.

In other news, the Legal Auxiliary Services
Committee will be looking for a new
chairperson. Jennifer Pfau, the current (or
previous) chairperson, has accepted a position
in California. She has done a wonderful job in
moving the rules and regulations forward.
Jennifer will be missed, and we wish her will in
all of her future endeavors. For more
information, contact Cliff Moers at

cliff. noers@state.co.us or Nancy Jean
Eubanks at njeubanks@msn.com.

We are looking forward to an exciting year.
There will be the Walk4Hearing in the spring,
and the Building Communication Bridges in the
fall. Stay tuned!

Hearing Loss Association of Pueblo
Chapter News

The next meeting of the Pueblo Chapter will be
on January 17" at the Rawlings Library at 1:30
— 3:30 pm. At press time, no meeting news was
submitted. For more information, contact
Sharon Campbell at 719-561-0648 or at
HLAAPueblo@yahoo.com.

Another Place to Donate Hearing Aids
CNI Center for Hearing
http://www.thecni.org/hearing

CNI is looking for used and unneeded hearing
aids for the medical missions that Dr. David
Kelsall goes on to foreign countries. CNI is non-
profit and can send you a letter to be used for tax
deductions. Contact Judith Stucky, MA, LPC,
Program Manager, CNI Center for Hearing, at
303-806-7416 / jstucky@TheCNl.org for info.

Hearing Loss
&% Association
\ of Denver

Hearing Loss Ass'n of Denver. Chapter meeting Saturday,
January 24th at 4280 Hale Parkway, Denver. 1:00 pm for
socialization and greeting one another. 1:30 Program:

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! We look forward to an exciting year. We
pledge to do our very best to bring you varied and informative
programs, hopefully, topics that will make your communication a little
easier and lessen the impact of your hearing loss.

This month we will demonstrate one of our power point programs that
we will be taking out to interested groups in our community. Even
though our members are a pretty sophisticated group, there will be so
much information that will be presented. Each of you should be able to
leave and be able to say that you learned something new that you can
use. But we also want your honest feedback and critique on all
aspects of the program so that we might improve upon it. We want this
to be an interactive process as much as possible. It should be fun.

With the passage of another year, we wish to pause and acknowledge
so many who shared and given to us, certainly the Minoru

Yasui organization and the Denver Foundation for their generous
donation to our Chapter which to empower us to do things we have not
been able to do previously.

We thank all of the wonderful presenters who have given us so

much of their time and talents this past year. We of course are so
grateful to the Center for affording us such a nice venue to meet
throughout the year. | want to thank all the officers for their support and
help this past year, and especially Dee Fomby, who has served so well
as Treasurer and who has maintained our database so ably.

We are so appreciative of Karen Keil, our editor, who puts out such a
professional newsletter each month. A special thanks to Debbie, Zac,
and Rebecca for all the technical and material assistance with our
new A/V equipment. How can | thank you enough?

And finally, | want to thank all of our members for their sustained
support.

We thank Marjorie for providing the refreshments for this month. We
look forward to seeing you soon.

Thanks to all you of you who have already renewed for 2009. Those of
you who still wish to renew, there is still time, but we would like to wind
things up by February 1st so that we may prepare a new directory.

Thank you.
ﬁ\E 12th Ave.
N *
Bellaire St.
Ash St. — .
Albion St. | 0
/
/ )

(On 3rd block east of Colorado Blvd.)
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HLAA Chapters in Colorado

Colorado

CO - STATE CHAPTER
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com
Ph 303-938-9659

(Note: Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach
your chapter contact)
state website:

http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org

Join the Hearing Loss Association of
America e-mail E-News:
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)
When: Third Saturday of Month at 2
PM, Sept. - May

Where: Meadows Branch Library,
4800 Baseline Road, Suite C-112,
Boulder, CO 80303

Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell

Ph 303-948-1339

e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta
e-mail zac lafratta@msn.com

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER
When: Fourth Saturday of Month at
1 PM, no meeting July/August
(special event in Sept. and Dec.,
date TBA)

Where: Center for Hearing, Speech
and Language, 4280 Hale Parkway,
Denver, CO

Chapter Contact: Dave Conant

Ph 303-777-2279

e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER
When: Second Saturday at 1:00 PM
January-October

Where: Mission Medical Clinic, 2125
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs,
CO

Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net

PUEBLO CHAPTER
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com

Ph 719-561-0648

Tonya Barker

Ph 719-561-3105
Silverfox0506 @hotmail.com
Updated: 12/01/2008

NOTE: If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies in
Colorado, please send e-mail to kkeil75@yahoo.com to be added to the mailing list.
Please see links above for latest updates.

Seven Pounds Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium Jan. 6-8
14

Bedtime Stories Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium Jan. 9-12
14

The Curious Case of | Regal Cinemas Canyon View Stadium Jan. 13-15
Benjamin Button 14

|

Marley and Me UA West Village Stadium 12 Jan. 13-15
The Curious Case of | UA West Village Stadium 12 Jan. 9-12
Benjamin Button

Seven Pounds Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Jan. 6-8
Marley and Me UA Meadows 12, Littleton Jan. 6-8
The Curious Case of UA Meadows 12, Littleton Jan. 13-15
Benjamin Button

Seven Pounds UA Meadows 12, Littleton Jan. 9-12

pd
>

Cherry Creek 8 NA

DIGITAL TV SUBSIDY PROGRAM RUNNING OUT OF MONEY

With the February 17" transition from analog to digital approaches, as many as 8
million households are still not ready. However, the government program that
subsidizes crucial TV converter boxes is about to run out of money.

Currently, it has been sending one or two $40 coupons (max) upon request to people
to help buy the converter boxes. Converter boxes can also be bought without the
coupons online or in the retail store. Any day now, the program is about to hit the
$1.34 billion funding ceiling set by Congress.

The ceiling cap is enough to cover 51.5 million coupons through March 31, the last
day to request them. However, consumers have already requested 44.9 million
coupons as of Wednesday (December 31%), including 18 million that have been
redeemed and 10.8 million in circulation but yet to be redeemed. This leaves only
$68.2 million for additional coupons. It is estimated that 51.5 million coupons would
be reached by late January if current rate of demand continues.

There are two options:

--raise the $1.34 billion cap by waiving the accounting rules that require that
unredeemed coupons expire before issuing new ones. Up to 56.5.million coupons
could be issued this way.

--Congress could approve more money for the program with an additional $250
million in funding to distribute up to 56.5 million coupons.

See the full article at this link:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hIGcM0ZxYV5dDtZR _9xfCPZnkFaAD95FBOLO1

(summary by Karen Keil)
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Mohney's Musings

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado State
Coordinator

2008 has come and gone, and
welcome to 2009!

2008 was a good year as far as | was
concerned, and December seemed to
bring more good news than I'm used
to!

We heard right before the holidays that
we have an early present for 2009,
Open Captioned performances and
new listening systems at the Denver
Center for the Performing Arts. There
will be one open captioned
performance per month at either the
Buell Theater or the Ellie Caulkin
Center. The listing is in this newsletter,
so please take advantage of these
accessible performances! | believe
there will be a survey for those who
use the captioning, so please support
open captioning in Live Theater!

We would like to thank Norman
Lederman of Oval Window Audio, who
has taken good care of the Boulder
chapter over the years. We purchased
an induction loop many years ago to
use in our meetings, and Norman has
gone above and beyond to make sure
that we can hear.

You may remember years ago that Ann
Pruitt and a few of our other Boulder
chapter members participated in a
feedback session with a system that
could be used on airplanes — it was an
infrared system since FM could not be
used during flights. The Boulder
chapter sincerely appreciates Norman
and all he has done for us! If you are
not familiar with Induction Loop
listening systems, there are a couple of
good websites to visit:
http://www.oval windowaudio.com
http://www.hearingloop.org

| have been the Hard of Hearing
Commissioner on the Colorado
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing (CCDHH) since 2004, and I've
worked hard to be your voice on the
commission. Our meetings have been
mostly accessible, with CART provided
— real time captioning — along with sign
language interpretation for those who

know ASL, but we have not had a
listening system at our meetings.

At our next meeting on Thursday,
January 8", 2009, 3pm to 6pm, at the
Colorado Department of Human
Services located at 1575 Sherman
Street in downtown Denver, we will be
looking at listening systems. The
CCDHH is ready to make the meetings
accessible to those who use listening
systems.

We welcome your attendance at the
meetings. | welcome your input at
anytime of course, but you are also
welcome to attend any of our quarterly
commission meetings. The CCDHH
has some primary functions: to be a
Central resource for information,
provide education and training, do
system-level advocacy, Telephone
Equipment Distribution Program, and
the Legal Auxiliary Services Program.

It's easy for people to assume that
most people with hearing loss know
sign language, because it's the most
visible sign of obvious hearing loss, but
we all know that hearing loss paints
with a much broader brush, and there
are many needs beyond the obvious.
The CCDHH has made some real
efforts to serve all people with hearing
loss, and we need your input to make
sure that we meet that goal.

The Hearing Loss Association of
America Convention is coming up June
18 — 21, 2009, in Nashville, TN, and
this year is the organization’s 30™
Birthday Celebration! Attending this
convention is one of the highlights of
my year, as | always enjoy the
camaraderie and wealth of information
at the Convention.

http://www.hearingloss.org/convention/index.asp

Wishing you a healthy 2009!

About the Colorado Commission
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
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Overcoming the Twin Stigmas
continued. from page 1

The acoustic table urn was another
interesting 19th century attempt at
concealment, with its multiple decorated
openings angled to capture sounds from
any direction in aroom. The listener could
discreetly use the tube connected to the urn
while conversing. Much of the resonating
qualities were probably wasted when
flowers or fruit were placed in the urn's
openings to increase its attractiveness.

The dectric hearing aids of the 20th
century became progressively smaller and
digitized, moving from the body to behind-
the-ear (BTE), in-the-ear (ITE), in-the-
cana (ITC), and completely-in-the-cana
(CIC) styles. Early 21st century aids
emphasize fashion as well as small size,
even though the BTE aid has made a
comeback with the use of an open mold.
An aid called the Lyric, advertised online
at www.lyrichearing.com/index.cfm as
"100 percent invisible," sits directly
adjacent to the eardrum.

It is hoped by audiologists that the use of
visible earpieces for iPods, cell phones and
other electronic devices worn by the
genera public will lessen the stigma of
hearing aids.

"Within afew years, wearing adevicein
your ear will be as common as wearing a
wristwatch," Dr. Jackler predicts. "We are
in the midst of an ear-level device
revolution."

Overcoming Twin Stigmas

Overcoming the twin stigmas of hearing
loss and hearing aids is a two-step process.

Thefirst step is to de-stigmatize hearing
loss through education that involves the
genera public as well as those with
hearing loss and their families. Public
service announcements are a good way to
begin this process, such as the Better
Hearing Institute's poster for "Equal Rights
for Ears," online at
www.betterhearing.org/press/PSA, with
the following message: "Correcting
hearing loss is as easy as correcting your
vision. So stand up for your ears today. Go
see a hearing health professional to find
out the options available to return you to a
world of sound."

The next step is to show the person who
seeks your advice the many styles of

today's hearing aids, while emphasizing
and demonstrating their benefits and
special features. The small and fashionable
styles will dispel the myth that hearing aids
are big and bulky, and the emphasis on
benefits such as noise reduction and
special features such as telecoils will dispel
the myth that hearing aids don't work.
During the after-fitting trail period,
individual and group audiologic
rehabilitation increase even more the
person's competence and confidencein
dealing with everyday listening situations.
Though the "curse" of hearing loss has
long-since disappeared, people with
hearing loss continue to be placed in
special categories such as handicapped,
disabled, impaired, disordered, even
challenged. Let's dispense with these
unnecessary terms and view hearing loss
merely as a human condition that affects
the ability to communicatein 1in 3 of us
by age 60. We can then provide, without
labels, the help that gives back to people
their full, sound-filled lives. As aresult,
the twin stigmas of hearing loss and
hearing aids are banished forever.

References

1. Timeline: History of Gallaudet and the
Deaf Community. Gallaudet University
Archives. Accessed online at
http://archives.gallaludet.edu/Timeline.htm

2. Kochkin, S. The impact of treated hearing
loss on quality of life. Better Hearing
Institute. Accessed online at

www.better hearing.org/hearing_solutions/qu
alityOfLifeDetail.cfm

3. Kochkin, S. Why people delay a solution.
Better Hearing Institute. Accessed online at
www.better hearing.org/hearing_solutions/de
laySolution.cfm

4. Fuoco, LW. (2006). Popularity of wireless
ear pieces lessening the stigma of hearing
aids. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Accessed
online at www.post-
gazette.com/pg/06025/643565-114.stm

Jess Dancer is professor emeritus of
audiology at the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock. Contact him at

jedancer @ualr .edu regarding your
opinions of the twin stigmas of hearing
loss and hearing aids.

COMMENTS

Regarding the article above. Many of the
reasons people hide their loss is because

they are afraid of being put down for being
negative. Without any information on the

negative aspects of hearing loss people do
not know how to express themselves to
other professionals or loved ones. The
industry is so defensive when confronted
with a hearing impaired person who
speaks authoritatively on the subject they
immediately cringe at any negativity.
Therefore, there aren’t any places to go to
learn about negative feelings and how to
express them. The custodial attitude by
many healthcare workers towards the
hearing impaired is a subject that needs to
be to be addressed. Unfortunately many
hearing people like the power they seek
over the hearing impaired. The deaf
community has been talking about this
subject for years. This subject pertains to
the hearing impaired as well the deaf.
Unfortunately for everyone the hearing
impaired are disliked by many of those
who work with them. My story, "My name
is Arry," has been read by many. Those
who are open about hearing loss comment
on how they like the story. Those who are
busy hiding think someone who is hard of
hearing should be secret about their
feelings and experiences. It took me many
years to understand my hearing loss and
how it has affected my life.
Harry Rossman, Audiologist, Hospital
November 25, 2008
Woodbury, MN
Copyright ©2009 Merion Publications
2900 Horizon Drive, King of Prussia, PA 19406 « 800-
355-5627
Publishers of ADVANCE Newsmagazines
www.advanceweb.com
http://audiology.advanceweb.com/Editorial/Content/Editori
al.aspx2CC=189295

Another Place to Donate Used
Hearing Aids
Tehuacan Hearing Project

Ms. Barbara Jenkins works with the
Tehuacan Hearing project in Mexico.
This project has Colorado sponsors that
have provided hearing aids and services
to 80 children since 2000. The program
has blossomed into the first and only free
standing school for deaf children, the
Casa del Nino Sordo. Tehuacan is about
150 miles south of Mexico City. The
project takes donated hearing aids which
are disassembled and provide funds for
the program (the donated hearing aids
raise funds; these hearing aids are not
fitted on the children). In addition, the
group accepts financial contributions to
help sponsor the children. For more
information, contact Barbara Jenkins via
email at sertomadtc@gmail.com or
phone at (303) 649-2122.
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Hearing Loss and a Princess

=

Princess Alice of Battenberg (1885-1969),
mother of Prince Philip of Greece and
Denmark, later Duke of Edinburgh and
consort of Queen Elizabeth |1 of the United
Kingdom, was congenitally deaf, growing
up in Germany, England, and the
Mediterranean.

According to the NationMaster
Encyclopedia, “her mother noticed that she
was slow in learning to talk, and became
concerned by her indistinct pronunciation.
Eventually, Princess Alice was diagnosed
with congenital deafness after her
grandmother identified the problem and
took her to see an ear specialist. With
encouragement from her mother, Alice
learned to both lip-read and speak in
English and German.” She was educated
privately and also studied French. After
she became engaged to Prince Andrew of
Greece and Denmark, she learned Greek.
After her marriage in 1903, she became
Princess Andrew of Greece and Denmark.

Most of the royal family of Greece,
including Princess Andrew, was forced
into exilein 1917, returning to Greece a
few years later. They were forced into
exile again during the 1920s until the
restoration of the Greek monarchy in 1935.
Princess Andrew had problems of her own
during this time with a nervous breakdown
and a diagnosis of schizophreniain 1930
and was committed to a sanatorium for a
time.

According to NationMaster, “After her
recovery, she devoted most of her
remaining years to charity work in Greece.
She stayed in Athens during WWII,
sheltering Jewish refugees, for which she
is recognized as ‘ Righteous Among the
Nations' at Yad Vashem.” Also at that
time, “during the fighting, to the dismay of
the British, she insisted on walking the
streets distributing rations to policemen
and children in contravention of the curfew
order. When told that she might have been
shot by astray bullet, she replied, ‘ They
tell me that you don’t hear the shot that
killsyou and in any case | am deaf. So,
why worry about that?'”

Princess Andrew became deeply religious
and joined the Greek Orthodox Churchin
1928. Her religious devotion continued to
the rest of her life, reflected in her dressin
the style of anun’s habit at Queen
Elizabeth II's coronation in 1953.

After the Greek monarchy fell in 1967, in
frail health with increasing deafness, she
went to live with the British royal family at
Buckingham Palace until her death in
19609.

This hardly touches on her very interesting
life, giving much thought about how
hearing loss might have affected the
princess’s choices that transcended the
boundaries of royalty for the wider world.
Princess Alice of Battenberg's hearing loss
evidently did not keep her from making the
most of how life turned out for her.

Her sole English-language biography,
Alice, Princess Andrew of Greece, by
Hugo Vickers (2000), can be obtained on
Amazon.com in hardback or paperback.
(Source:

http://www.nationmaster .com/encyclopedia/Alice-of-
Battenberg, see also

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princess Alice of Battenberg
) (brief summary/ comments by Karen Keil)

My experience purchasing a DTV
converter
By Amy Becktell

| have checked the specifications several
times, and | do not need a digital TV
converter box. Although | don't have a
digital TV, | get my broadcast through
satellite TV; therefore, there will be no
change for my TV reception. If you don't
have satellite or cable, and your TV's are
not digital, then you will need a digital
converter box in order to receive over-
the-air broadcasts after February 17,
20009.

| decided to have a digital converter box
on-hand as part of my emergency kit. In
case | have to receive over-the-air
broadcasts because satellite or cable TV
is not available, | would have an option. |
also decided to use the government'’s
$40.00 coupon for a converter box.

The process for obtaining the coupon
was very simple. | applied for coupon
on-line, and was given an estimated date
for the coupon to be delivered by mail.
The coupon came right on time in the
form of a credit card. The enclosure
gave a listing of places close to my
address where the boxes can be
purchased, along with addresses and
phone numbers of the businesses.

| decided to purchase a basic model
from a large national retailer. You do
have the option of purchasing converter
boxes with several features, including
recording options, but the coupon covers
only $40.00 of the cost.

| was able to find a basic unit and used
the card at the cash register. Cost to
me: $9.87, pus tax. | was advised by the
retailer to save the card and the receipt
in case of problems or returns.

Next month, | hope to report that | set up
and tested the newly purchased
converter box. It would be a bad plan to
pull it out only in the event of an
emergency, only to find out it does not
work!

Happy TV watching!

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, PLEASE:
THE DENVER CENTER FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS ANNOUNCES
NEW ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES

DENVER - The Denver Center for the
Performing Arts (DCPA) has
implemented new and enhanced
accessibility services for its patrons who
are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and blind or
have low vision. With a commitment to
providing high-caliber theatrical
productions to everyone in the
community, Denver Center Attractions,
Denver Center Theatre Company,
National Theatre Conservatory and
Denver Center Theatre Academy paid
productions will be equipped with the
latest assistive services.

“We are pleased to provide new
accessibility services, including state-of-
the-art open captioning, to enhance the
experience for patrons of all abilities,”
said DCPA President Randy Weeks.
“Theatre should be enjoyed by all and we
hope to enhance our services to enable
the best experience available.”
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The Denver Center's new services
include:
Open Captioning for most Broadway tours
beginning with The Color Purple in January
Applause program magazine in Braille,
large print and MP3 audio files for all
productions
An Accessibility Services Guide produced
in conjunction with the City of Denver’s
Division of Theatres and Arenas
Through its new open captioning service,
Denver Center Attractions theatre-goers
with mild to severe hearing loss may
enjoy theatre without missing quick
punch lines, fast-patter lyrics and hushed
dialogue attendance. The open
captioned performance features a text
display located to the side of the stage
that scrolls the dialogue and lyrics
synchronization with the performance.
The open captioning service is made
possible through the DCPA’s partnership
with Theatre Development Fund through
its TDF Accessibility Programs (TAP).
TAP has provided open captioning for
more than 125 on- and off-Broadway
productions. More information on TAP is
available at www.tdf.org.
Additionally, The Denver Center has
enhanced some of its existing services
including:

ASL interpreted and audio described

services for all theatrical productions (one

performance per show unless otherwise

noted)

Wheelchair and companion seating in all

theatres

Assistive listening devices in all theatres

A reader-friendly website that meets or

exceeds WCAG Priority 1 Requirements
The following titles, in date order, are a
list of all audio-described and ASL-
interpreted performance dates for the
Denver Center Theatre Company and
Denver Center Attractions.

* PLEASE NOTE: At this time,_only those productions
with an asterisk (*) offer open captioning.
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Theatre tickets may be purchased by
calling 303.893.4100, TTY 303.893.9582
or online at denvercenter.org. Patrons
may ask ticketing agents for information
regarding ASL-interpreted, audio-
described and open captioning
performances and specify if wheelchair
seating is required.

Karen Keil, Editor
P. O. Box 472704
Aurora, CO 80047-2704
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