
1 

 

A Report at the Building Communication 
Bridges Conference, October 11, 2008 

 

By Karen Keil 
 

The Building 
Communication Bridges 
Conference was a 
wonderful all-day event at 
the Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell Native Health 
Building at the Anschutz 
Medical Campus in 
Aurora, Colorado. 
 

There were several 
workshops in the 

auditorium with breaks for lunch and visiting the exhibit booths. 
 

Keynote speech by Marion Downs, Distinguished Professor 
Emerita at the University of Colorado School of Medicine.  
She had people from the audience relate deaf jokes.  She said 
that deafness is tragic, deafness is comic.   
She referred to a phrase, “deaf row” (a play on “death row”) 
about deaf and death being strangely the same in regarding life 
with deafness. This play on words was in the book, entitled 
Deaf Sentence, by David Lodge. 
 

Psychology of 
Hearing Loss – Robin 
Santa-Teresa Psy.D, 
Clinical Psychologist, 
Marion Downs 
Hearing Center.  
Some interesting 
highlights include the 
acknowledgement that 
it's hard to keep the 
hearing loss from 
making things murky in 
dealing with life.  
Evidence-Based 
Practice is an approach 
in which empirically-
supported treatment 
that work is used.  Tips 
for dealing with life 
include 1) social support, 2) exercise (she really stressed this), 
3) mindfulness (appreciating and enjoying the good aspects of 
the moment), and 4) fun. 
 

The Latest Technology in Assistive Listening – Stacy 
Claycomb, AuD, Clinical Audiologist, Marion Downs 

Hearing Center.  Stacy 
Claycomb talked about the 
latest technology in 
assistive listening such as 
pocket talkers and FM 
systems as well as other 
technologies.  She also 
explained in detail how to 
interpret an audiogram.   
 

Taking the First Steps in 
Emergency Preparedness 

– Lise Hamlin, Director of Public Policy and State 
Development, HLAA National.  This was a very, very 
informative, helpful and detailed session, very well worth 
attending the conference for this alone.  Lise Hamlin talked 
about the many different items in an emergency preparedness 
kit, including a crank-up radio.  
Even if we can’t understand 
the crank-up radio 
broadcasts, there should be 
someone around that can 
listen to them and help us.  
The crank-up radio made me 
think about a crank-up 
flashlight at home.  We have 
to consider our special needs 
such as hearing aid/cochlear 
implant batteries and our 
hearing equipment to include 
with the emergency   
(continued on page 7) 
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By Amy Becktell, President, HLAA Boulder  Chapter  
 
 
 

 

Meeting Time: 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Saturday, November 
15, 2008 
Location: Meadows Branch Library, 4800 Baseline Road, 
Suite C-112, Boulder, CO 80303.   
 

Thanks to everyone who attended the one-day 
seminar in October!  It was a successful day, with 
many opportunities to hear about interesting 

developments for people with hearing loss.  In addition, it was a great 
occasion to meet and network with other people in the Front Range area.  If 
you were there, it was great to see you.  If not, we hope to see you next year. 
 

The next Boulder HLA Chapter meeting will be Saturday, November 15, 
2:00pm – 4:00pm, at the Meadows Branch Library.  The address is 4800 
Baseline Road, Suite C-112, Boulder, CO 80303.  It is located behind the 
Safeway.  We will serve light refreshments. 
 

The meeting topic will be Show and Tell for Items to Include in an 
Emergency Kit.  This was a topic at the one-day seminar, but with winter 
approaching, the board thought it 
would be a good idea to discuss 
this again.  We will have actual 
emergency kit items for display 
and discussion.  We will 
emphasize special emergency 
areas of concern for people with 
hearing loss.  We hope you can 
attend.  Please feel free to bring 
any special items you have found 
to be helpful, and feel free to 
bring in your questions, issues, or 
concerns related to this topic. 
 

In December, we plan to have 
our annual holiday get-together.  Watch for details! 
 

The board has discussed having our meetings at alternate days and/or 
times.  As much as we like the public meeting room at the Twenty-Ninth 
Street Shopping Center, a change in management has made this location 
cost prohibitive for us.  We are reexamining various free locations, and have 
looked into the possibility of meeting at a restaurant meeting space. 
 

We would also like the members to consider having the meetings at an 
earlier time on Saturdays, for example, from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm.  And a 
weekday evening meeting is also a possibility.  If you have opinions on this, 
please contact me or any broad member. 
 

Thanks for your membership and support!  See you November 15!   

�  
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book 
review, new product, personal/general member news, 
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704, 
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone 
303-363-8917 via CapTel  1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:  
kkeil75@yahoo.com.    (Please include source, date 
(and page number if possible.)) 
 

Submission deadline for December 2008 
newsletter:  no later than last weekend in 
November.  The newsletter is mailed at least 10 
days prior to SECO monthly meeting. 
 

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a 
constituency of hard of hearing people.  This cannot 
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.  
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be 
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the 
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and 
at the same time receive the benefits of that national 
membership.   
 

Individual:  $35/USA, $35/Canada/Mexico, 
$45/Overseas (via airmail).  
Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55 
/Overseas (via airmail).   
(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)   
 

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910 
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD  
20814.  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � �
Being defeated is often only a temporary 
condition.  Giving up is what makes it 
permanent. 
                                       ---Mar ilyn vos Savant 
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Colorado Springs Chapter 
 
 

By Mark Valkonen, President 
 
 

Hello everybody!  I gotta admit, I am glad that 
busy month is (now) a thing of the past.  
Getting ready for a conference is indeed a busy 
time! 
 
 

Happily, the conference went off without a 
hitch, last October 11. Marion Downs gave the 
keynote speech, and our own Lise Hamlin from 
the national office gave fantastic presentations 
on Emergency Preparedness and Advocacy.  
Zac La Fratta moderated the panel discussion - 
I have a hard time believing he hasn't been do 
that for years!  There was an emergency kit, 
donated by the Red Cross, that was given 
away.  The winner was Leslie Ralphe - 
Congratulations! 
 
 

We had exhibits by Cochlear, Sprint, the FCC, 
Caption Colorado, the CCDHH, Marion Downs, 
the DBTAC, and (even) HLAA!  The wonderful 
lunch was provided by the Atlanta Bread 
Company (courtesy of Cochlear!)  The coffee 
and tea were provided by Caribou Coffee. 
 
 

All in all, the conference was a wonderful time, 
with many positive comments.  To everybody 
that participated, Congratulations to a job well 
done! 
 
 

Well, you might have noticed, the name has 
changed.  In September (that seems so long 
ago!) the chapter voted to modify its name to 
reflect the city we are in.  With the Pueblo 
Chapter joining the ranks, we felt we couldn't 
lay sole claim to all of Southeastern Colorado 
anymore.  In a majority vote by the members, 
Colorado Springs Chapter won out over Pikes 
Peak Chapter and Pikes Peak Region Chapter. 
 
 

We will meet this month at our regularly 
scheduled time and place, at the Mission 
Medical Clinic at 2125 East La Salle Street, the 
second Saturday, November 8, 2008, at 1 pm.  
We will review and talk about the recent 
conference.  Any questions, please contact me 
at mv-hlaa@comcast.net. 
 

Until next month, stay well, stay warm, and 
keep listening! � � � �  

 
 

Hearing Loss Ass'n of Denver. Chapter meeting Saturday, 
November 22nd at 4280 Hale Parkway, Denver. 1:00 pm for 
socialization and greeting one another. 1:30 Program:  
 
 
 

As of press time we are still working the program for this month. We 
will be meeting at the usual time and place on Nov. 22nd.  We will 
send e-mail later once the program is confirmed. 
  
We welcome all of our new members and friends and guests who 
have been attending our meetings lately. 
  
We had an outstanding presentation from Terry Ball and Laura 
Griffiths, associated with the Aspen Hearing Center. This team 
described an amazing array of ALD's currently available to assist us 
in challenging listening situations, which includes the capability of 
listening to music with much grater clarity and fidelity. We so 
appreciate our community professionals who take a significant 
amount of time out of the heart of their weekend to share 
their expertise of how the current technology can help us!  
  
It is that time of year when we need to be thinking of your 
membership renewal. We are not planning any increase in our dues 
for 2009. If you can, we encourage to pay your dues in advance. 
(You can even post date your check to 1/09 if you want.)   
 
If you could bring your check with you to our next meeting this will 
really help us in avoiding the need to follow up. Thank you.  Simply 
make your check for $15.00 payable to HLA of Denver. 
  
Hope to see you all in November. 
  
Our thoughts and prayers are with Ann Monson relating to her 
recent loss of her daughter-in-law.  �    
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OPEN-CAPTIONED 
MOVIE TITLE 

LOCATION  (See  
http://www.regmovies.com/nowshow
ing/opencaptionedshowtimes.aspx#
CO and  
http://www.insightcinema.org/links.h
tml for latest info) 
Check also http://www.fomdi.com to 
find open/closed captioned movies 

DATES 

NOTE:  If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies in 
Colorado, please send e-mail to debbie@mountainocean.com to be added to the mailing 
list.  �

Grand Junction   
Max Payne Regal Cinemas Canyon View 

Stadium 14 
Nov. 4 - 6 

The Secret Life of 
Bees 

Regal Cinemas Canyon View 
Stadium 14 

Oct. 31-Nov. 3 

Golden (Lakewood)   
Max Payne UA West Village Stadium 12 Nov. 4 - 6 
The Secret Life of 
Bees 

UA West Village Stadium 12 Oct. 31-Nov. 3 

Lakewood/Littleton   
NA Colorado Mills Stadium 16 NA 
Max Payne UA Meadows 12, Littleton Oct. 31-Nov. 3 
Pride and Glory UA Meadows 12, Littleton Nov. 4 – 6 
Denver   
NA Cherry Creek 8 NA 

HLAA Chapters in Colorado 
 

Colorado 
 

CO – STATE CHAPTER 
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com 
Ph 303-938-9659 
(Note:  Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach 
your chapter contact) 
state website: 
http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org 
 

Join the Hearing Loss Association of 
America e-mail E-News:  
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp 
 
 

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)  
When:  Third Saturday of Month at 2 
PM, Sept. - May 
Where:  Twenty-Ninth Street Center 
Community Room, 1710 29th Street, 
Boulder, CO 
Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell 
Ph 303-948-1339 
e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com 
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta 
e-mail zac_lafratta@msn.com 
 
 

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER 
When:  Fourth Saturday of Month at 
1 PM, no meeting July/August 
(special event in Sept. and Dec., 
date TBA) 
Where:  Center for Hearing, Speech 
and Language, 4280 Hale Parkway, 
Denver, CO 
Chapter Contact:  Dave Conant  
Ph 303-777-2279 
e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM 
 
 

COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER 
When:  Second Saturday at 1:00 PM 
January-October 
Where:  Mission Medical Clinic, 2125 
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs, 
CO 
Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen  
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net 
 
 

PUEBLO CHAPTER 
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail 
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com 
Ph 719-561-0648  
Tonya Barker 
Ph 719-561-3105 
Silverfox0506@hotmail.com 
 

Updated: 10/29/2008�  

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 36, Issue 13, September 27, 2008  
Copyright (C) 2008 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights reserved.  
 

House vs. House: Vicodin Addiction and 
Hearing Loss 

 
But now I have discovered that there is another popular "Dr. House," TV's Dr. 
Gregory House on Fox's "House, M.D." The show's popularity is not to be 
denied, but I have a very real concern about a message and theme that runs 
through each episode. It is not his poor bedside manner. It is not his 
mistreatment of residents. It is his addiction to Vicodin (acetaminophen/ 
hydrocodone) that is the problem.  
 
Here at the House Clinic, my colleagues and I have seen a significant number 
of patients who have become addicted to Vicodin and have gone completely 
deaf. They have been taking 15 to 75 tablets per day and in a short period of 
time have developed a rapidly progressive hearing loss, which leads to 
permanent total deafness.  
 
New research released this week by the Kaiser Family Foundation indicates 
that people are receiving important health information from prime-time 
television shows. Although the study looked at the storyline of another medical 
drama and not "House, M.D.," the important finding is that 45.6 percent of the 
audience surveyed remembered the key medical information six weeks later.  
http://a.abcnews.com/Health/PainNews/story?id=5841784&page=1  � �  
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Mohney's Musings 
 

 

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado State  
Coordinator 

 

I hope all of you enjoyed our 
Hearing Loss Association 
“Building Communication 
Bridges” conference held in 
October! I saw many familiar 
faces and some new ones as 
well, and comments from the 
conference were very positive! I 
want to thank the Marion Downs 
Hearing Center for working 
together with us on this 
conference; the exhibits and 
presentations were outstanding!! 
The Walk 4 Hearing helped make 
this conference affordable, so 
remember to get involved with the 
Walk when it happens in Spring 
2009! 
 
Please take a moment to look at 
all the chapter information in this 
newsletter, and try to attend the 
meetings. They are always 
informative, and talking one on 
one with people always helps you 
to discover new approaches to 
dealing with hearing loss.  
 
In addition to being the Colorado 
State Coordinator for Hearing 
Loss Association of America, I 
am also the Hard of Hearing 
representative on the Colorado 
Commission for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing. I need to hear 
about issues or concerns that you 
have regarding your needs in 
Colorado. Without your input, I 
end up being a voice of one 
trying to represent all of you. If 
you let me know about things that 
affect you, I can represent you 
much better! 
 
Happy Thanksgiving!!  � �
�

POLITICAL TIDBIT 
 

Cartoonist Thomas Nash was 
responsible for making the donkey 
and elephant famous as symbols of 
the Democratic and Republican 
parties.  President Andrew Jackson 
first used the donkey as a symbol 
after opponents in the 1882 election 
called him a “jackass”.  Nash, 
himself, introduced the elephant 
symbol of overwhelming strength of 
the “Republican Vote”.  It soon came 
to represent the party as a whole. 
 
(Cherry Creek Complex Newsletter, Spring 
2008.  Submitted by Marjorie von Frantzius) 
�

Marjorie’s request for 
artwork guarding help 

 
Marjorie von Frantzius needs 1-2 
people to help guard her art works for 
sale at the Cook Park Recreation 
Center Art Show.  It’s located at 7100 
Cherry Creek Dr. South between 
Monaco and Quebec.  Show time:  
9:30 am – 3:00 pm on Saturday, 
November 22.  Ample parking.  A 
table and chairs are provided.  
Admission is free so just show up to 
see me there with a smile.  Your half-
hour’s help at the art show is just 15 
minutes away enroute to the Denver 
Chapter meeting.  Thank you.  For 
questions, please call Marjorie at 
303-368-7838 voice.  If leaving a 
message, please leave your name, 
phone number and a message 
spoken clearly and slowly.  �  
�

Hearing Loss Association of 
Pueblo Chapter News 

 
 

The next meeting of the Pueblo 
Chapter will be on November 15 at 
the Rawlings Library. The topic will 
be a speech-reading workshop 
conducted by Sharon Campbell at 
1:30-3:30 PM.  For more information, 
contact Sharon Campbell at 719-561-
0648 or at 
HLAAPueblo@yahoo.com. � �
�
 
 

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 36, Issue 13, September 27, 
2008  
Copyright (C) 2008 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights 
reserved.  
 

Listener's Brain 
Predicts 

Speaker's Words 
 
Scientists at the University of 
Rochester in New York have shown 
for the first time that our brains 
automatically consider many possible 
words and their meanings before 
we've even heard the final sound of 
the word.  
 
Previous theories have proposed that 
listeners can only keep pace with the 
rapid rate of spoken language - up to 
five syllables per second - by 
anticipating a small subset of all 
words known by the listener, much 
like Google search anticipates words 
and phrases as you type. This subset 
consists of all words that begin with 
the same sounds, such as "candle," 
"candy," and "cantaloupe," and 
makes the task of understanding the 
specific word more efficient than 
waiting until all the sounds of the 
word have been presented.  
 
But until now, researchers had no 
way to know if the brain also 
considers the meanings of these 
possible words. The new findings are 
the first time that scientists, using an 
MRI scanner, have been able to 
actually see this split-second brain 
activity. The study was a team effort 
among former Rochester graduate 
student Kathleen Pirog Revill, now a 
postdoctoral researcher at Georgia 
Tech, and three faculty members in 
the Department of Brain and 
Cognitive Sciences at the University 
of Rochester.  
 
http://www.hearingreview.com/insider/2008-
09-18_13.asp 
� � � �
� � � � � � � � �	 
 � � 
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Why 80% of Americans with 

Hearing Loss Do Not 
Purchase Hearing Aids 

 
HOH-LD News Editor: I have to admit that I 
find Wohlers' statement that the reason 
people don't purchase hearing aids is NOT 
denial or lack of money pretty hard to accept. 
But there is some food for thought in this 
press release from the folks at HearPod.com  
 
September 2008  
 
According to the Mayo Clinic, an 
estimated one-quarter of Americans 
between the ages of 65 and 75 and 
around three-quarters of those older 
than 75 have some degree of hearing 
loss.  
 
But according to Randy Wohlers, 
founder of 
http://www.MyHearPod.com, only 
about 20% ever purchase a device to 
help restore their hearing abilities... 
not because of denial or lack of 
money, but rather due to 
misinformation or even lack of 
understanding from the medical 
community.  
 
"99.9% of the patients who come into 
my private practice have no idea that 
one of the most serious 
consequences of losing our hearing 
is that we can lose our ability to 
process sounds into words," said 
Wohlers. "Usually the more 
prolonged and the more severe the 
hearing loss the worse the ability of 
processing and understanding words 
becomes. In my private practices we 
have about 8 % of our patients who 
have zero discrimination or ability to 
understand words."  
 
As a result, Wohlers says that 
anyone who waits too long to get a 
hearing aid still won't find the help 
that they expect when they do 
purchase a hearing aid all because 
their brain has lost the ability to form 
words out of incoming sound.  
 

Wohlers places the blame for this 
directly on the medical community. 
"The medical community neglects to 
inform someone with a hearing loss 
that for most patients when their 
hearing diminishes so does their 
ability to convert sounds into words," 
he said regarding the lack of 
information and perhaps not even 
understanding this almost always 
occurs with a hearing loss.  
 
With digital technology available in 
hearing aids, there has never been 
more advanced hearing assistance 
available. But calibrated phonetically 
balanced word lists given to patients, 
demonstrating their ability to capture 
sounds as words, indicate that the 
ability to translate sounds into words 
has a direct correlation as to how 
long they have had a hearing loss 
and how severe the loss has 
become.  
 
Organizations like the Hearing Loss 
Association of America have also 
recognized the lack of information 
available to adults regarding hearing 
loss. According to their web site, they 
created an online "Academy" to 
provide detailed, specific information 
regarding hearing loss.  
 
"I believe this information is important 
to get out there to everyone who may 
have a hearing loss regarding the 
possibility of losing their ability to 
recognize words. Every patient we 
ask, 'If you knew this years ago 
would you have gotten help earlier?' 
The answer is always, 'I would have 
gotten help years ago.' Without word 
recognition, quality of life can greatly 
diminish," said Wohlers.  
 
 
About HearPod, Inc. - Hearing Aids:  
HearPod hearing aids are the successful 
culmination of 30 years of solving the needs of 
hearing impaired people. HearPod aids are 
100% digital, full-featured and have some of 
the most advanced noise canceling and sound 
amplification computer chips available. Our 
unique design also reduces sound feedback 
inside the ear, thereby making HearPod 
hearing aids among the most comfortable to 
wear.  �  
 
 

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 37, Issue 4, October 25, 2008  
Copyright (C) 2008 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights 
reserved.  

 

Important Information 
for Air Travelers 

 
By Rich Diedrichsen, HLAA-St. 
Cloud, MN 
 
HOH-LD Editor: Here's some great information 
for anyone with hearing loss who flies. Among 
the gems in this article are the fact that 
airlines tend to focus on wheelchair access, 
because that is BY FAR the number one 
complaint made to airlines and the DOT. 
Methinks it's time to change that!  
 
Thanks to Rich for permission to share his 
information, which was in a post to the HLAA 
Leaders List  
 
I wanted to send some general 
information on air travel that I have 
learned since joining the 
Northwest/KLM advisory panel.  
 
First someone mentioned the 
Continental Airlines consumer panel 
and this was modeled after the NWA 
panel and in-fact they visited our 
meeting last fall in Detroit. I am 
happy that more airlines are starting 
committees but also will say that so 
many of these committees tend to 
focus on wheelchair access because 
that is BY FAR the number one 
complaint that comes in to airlines 
and the DOT. Over the past almost 
five years on the panel I have seen 
very few complaints related to access 
for people with hearing loss. This is 
why most of our issues are on the 
"back burner."  
 
One of you commented on the 
response you received from the DOT 
that in effect said if they get more 
complaints they will look into it more. 
Well, let’s complain. Complain to the 
airline, but know that you can also 
complain to the DOT (on-line if you 
want). Do it! The squeaky wheel gets 
the grease. Look what happened in 
San Francisco when the Deaf 
Community made a case out of 
access.  
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If you have a complaint, every airline 
has Complaint Resolutions Officers 
(CROs) on call 24/7. Tell them your 
complaint (if your plane is pulling out, 
then tell them you want so see a 
CRO at your next stop). Typically, 
they will listen to your concern and 
can offer you free travel miles, meal 
tickets or other rewards to satisfy 
your inconvenience. Nice, but do not 
let that be the end of it. Do fill out a 
complaint to the airline (mention what 
the CRO did for you if you like) and 
also send a complaint to the DOT 
(some complaints are forwarded but 
many are not).  
 
When the DOT and/or the airline 
sees the scope of the problem, 
compared to other concerns like 
wheelchair access, then action will be 
taken. In the case of NWA, their 
consumer panel was created 
because the DOT/FAA got so many 
complaints they told NWA to fix the 
problem, and tell us how you do this, 
and also, we will be checking on you 
for the next couple of years to make 
sure progress is made and 
complaints go down.  
 
I know sometimes people hate to 
complain. Sometimes when 
something happens and you do not 
get access your blood boils but later 
when you calm down, you forget 
about things. Sometimes when you 
complain and you get the "thanks, 
that too bad...." letter from the airline 
or DOT you say why bother then next 
time it happens. DON’T!  
 
A friend of mine has a saying, "Plant 
a tree whose shade you may never 
sit in." Even if what you do with your 
complaint does not change things for 
you, it can help to change things for 
others. And, with the population 
growing older and more of us have 
hearing loss, we can make a 
difference if we do not give up.  
 
Okay, I'll get off my soapbox since if 
most of you were not self-advocates 
you would not be in HLAA in the first 
place, but please, please, please do 

not stop advocating. It may take time, 
but the ADA took nearly 20 years to 
pass. Let’s try to make sure that after 
20 years of it passage it will be 
effectively doing what it was intended 
to do.  � �
�
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Determining if Two Cochlear 

Implants are Necessary 
 
The human auditory system 
possesses an amazing ability to 
accept and integrate sensory 
information from two ears. The ability 
to understand sound using two ears 
allows listeners to hear more 
effectively in noisy environments and 
to determine the directionality of 
sound.  
 
In this paper, we will discuss the 
binaural processing cues that our 
auditory system uses to recognize 
sounds and to separate them into 
different sound sources.  
 
We will also talk about ways to 
determine if two cochlear implants 
are necessary for optimal speech 
perception and localization 
performance or if one cochlear 
implant or one cochlear implant and 
one hearing aid on the opposite ear 
is sufficient.  
http://tinyurl.com/4gd6u4 
� �
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ADA Restoration Act to 

Become Law 
 
Millions of Americans with diseases 
or impairments such as diabetes, 
epilepsy, heart disease, cancer and 
carpal tunnel syndrome will be 
protected from job discrimination 
under a new disability rights measure 
set to become law this week.  
 

The bill, five years in the making, 
won final passage in Congress last 
week, and President Bush said he 
would sign it. The measure overturns 
a series of Supreme Court rulings 
that sharply limited who was covered 
by the Americans With Disabilities 
Act.  
 
When it was first passed in 1990, 
Congress said the anti-discrimination 
law protected anyone with a "physical 
or mental impairment" that 
"substantially limits" them. But the 
high court interpreted the law to apply 
only to people who were truly 
disabled, not to those with common 
impairments such as a hearing loss 
or a medical condition that can be 
treated . . . . "Courts have created an 
absurd Catch-22 by allowing 
employers to say a person is 'too 
disabled' to do the job but not 
'disabled enough' to be protected by 
the ADA," a coalition of disability 
rights groups told Congress.  
 
http://tinyurl.com/4bwne5 
� �
 
Building Communication Bridges 

Conference Report 
(continued from page 1) 
 

preparedness kit.  We also have to have 
an emergency preparedness PLAN so 
that we know what to do in a variety of 
situations. 
 

Advocacy and Communication Access 
– Lise Hamlin.  This workshop is 
informative in talking about the ADA 
Amendments Act of 2008, the 21st 
Century Communications and Video 
Accessibility Act of 2008 and two other 
Acts.  Information on how to advocate for 
ourselves was covered, with the point 
being stressed that if we don’t advocate 
for ourselves and our accessibility 
needs, who will? 
 

Exhibits.  Several booths were set up for 
the following organizations and 
companies:  Relay Colorado (internet 
CapTel), Cochlear Americas (cochlear 
implants), SComm (UBI Duo devices), 
the Disability Business and Technical 
Assistance Center (the regional ADA 
center), The Colorado Commission for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Caption 
Colorado (mobileCap), the FCC 



Hearing Loss Association of Colorado News – November 2008 

8 

(transitioning to digital TV in February 
2009), and the Marion Downs Hearing 
Center as well as the HLAA organization.  
Winning names were drawn for the quite 
popular door prizes of an emergency 
preparedness kit and a CapTel phone.   
The FCC had funny videos along with 

serious ones illustrating how to transition 
to digital TV broadcasting via converter 
devices for analog TVs.  The booths had 
literature and devices (where applicable) 
on hand to read and ask questions 
about.  It got rather noisy at times but it 

was much fun exploring all the booths 
and talking to the exhibitors.   
 

Panel Discussion:  A Journey with 
Hearing Loss, moderated by Zac La 
Fratta.  This panel at the end of the day 
had Greg Coons, an FCC engineer with 
responsibilities in CO, NM, ND, SD, UT, 
WY, and the father of a deaf child, Lise 
Hamlin from HLAA National, Rebecca 
Novinger, a profoundly deaf person with 
a CI, and the program support director at 
the Marion Downs Hearing Center, 
Ronald Olson, a clinical audiologist with 
University of Colorado Hospital, Mark 
Valkonen, a hard of hearing person 
wearing hearing aids almost all his life, 
and Jessica Yenser, from the Red Cross 
for disaster preparedness. 
 

This panel was quite informative with a 
variety of perspectives and helpful 
information from the different panelists.  
The audience asked questions that one 
or more appropriate panelists would 
answer.  �   
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