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A Report at the HLAA Reno 2008 
Convention 

 

By Karen Keil 
 

Mark Valkonen and Debbie Mohney wrote about the Reno 
convention last month in the September newsletter.  Here 
are some rambling highlights. 
 

The hotel’s full-fledged bowling alley was rented for a 
night of fun sponsored by AT&T.  It was fascinating 
watching the keynote speaker, Olegario “Ollie” D. Cantos, 
VII, special counsel for Civil Rights at the U. S. Dept. of 
Justice, despite his blindness, marking out the bowling 
lane with his cane and then positioning himself before 
rolling the ball. He scored as well as anyone else, 
including a number of strikes! 
 

The hotel’s many amenities including stores and 
restaurants (ex. Round Table Pizza) and even a 
postal/shipping office on its premises, enabled all to enjoy 
the convention more fully without always needing to 
venture out. Some of this was on the lowest level which I 
didn’t see until near the end. 
 

The convention program workbook, sponsored by 
Cochlear Americas, was a spiral-bound book with slides 
and information provided by the workshops’ presenters--
was a wonderful resource and tool.  I hope this workbook 
comes out again for future conventions. 
 

The workshops were very appropriate and informative.  
One workshop, “The Digital Television Transition:  The 
Good, The Bad, The Ugly” was packed with people 
spilling out the door.  The presenters were an impressive 
array of experts from the government and other 
companies from back east to talk about digital TV, 
converters and other aspects.  The main presenter, Larry 
Goldberg, said he was very pleased to see a great turnout 
of interest. 
 

The workshops seemed to reflect hot trends—bilateral 
cochlear implants, bluetooth technology, cell 
telephony/digital communications, and other advances 
benefiting those with hearing loss.   
 

News about the HLAA’s Reno Convention appeared in 
the local newspaper a few days before the convention.  
Many local people signed in to take in the convention 
events and exhibit hall.  The unexpected local walk-ins 
caused HLAA to run out of program books, lanyards, 
convention bags and other materials.   
 

The Research Symposium offered in addition to the 
lectures, certain books in PDF to download to read, such 
as Hard of Hearing Students in Postsecondary Settings.  
 

It was great seeing everyone, including Ann Pruitt and 
her famed traveling RV, traveling with her hearing dog, 
Curlie Sue, in tow!  � . 
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By Amy Becktell, President, HLAA Boulder  Chapter  
 

 

Meeting Time: 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, Saturday, October 11, 
2008 
Location: Ben Nighthorse Campbell Native Health Building at 
the Anschutz Medical Campus, 13055 E. 17th Ave, Aurora, 
CO 80045.  (Note:  This conference takes the place of the 
regular Boulder HLA Chapter October meeting.) 
 
 

 

We were fortunate to have Barbara Jenkins as our speaker at the September 
Boulder meeting.  She gave us an interesting overview and update of Bluetooth 
technology for hearing aid and cochlear implant wearers.  This technology 
allows Bluetooth enabled devices to communicate wirelessly with each other.  
Cell phones, GPS navigation systems, and iPods are all examples of personal 
communication devices that can communicate wirelessly with a hearing aid or 
[CI] equipped with Bluetooth.  Barbara informed us that 3 manufacturers 
currently have a hearing aid model with built-in Bluetooth: Phonak, Oticon, and 
Siemens.  However, there are devices available to allow hearing aid and CI 
users to interface with Bluetooth devices. 
 

Ms. Jenkins has been involved in the testing and development of interfacing 
Bluetooth technology long before hearing aid products hit the market.  
Interestingly, she advised us that, unless you currently need access to Bluetooth 
technology for specific reasons, you may do well to wait before investing in the 
technology.  As always, consult with your audiologist to determine the best 
equipment for you and your needs. 
 

Ms. Jenkins also gave us an update on the Tehuacan Hearing project in Mexico.  
This project has Colorado sponsors that have provided hearing aids and 
services to 80 children since 2000.  The program has blossomed in to the first 
and only free standing school for deaf children, the Casa del Nino Sordo.  
Tehuacan is about 150 miles south of Mexico City, where rapid growth has 
exceeded the city’s ability to provide services. 
 

We viewed a short film that told some of the stories of the children and their 
parents, and demonstrated how different their lives became after receiving the 
hearing aids.  The children can now hear and interact with friends and family, 
and are on track to advance in their lives. 
 

There are many ways that you can help.  The project takes donated hearing aids 
which are disassembled and provide funds for the program (the donated hearing 
aids raise funds; these hearing aids are not fitted on the children).  In addition, 
the group accepts financial contributions to help sponsor the children. For more 
information, contact Barbara Jenkins via email at sertomadtc@gmail.com or 
phone at (303) 649-2122. 
 

Also, thanks to everyone who attended the meeting!  We appreciate your 
presence and patience during the room mix-up; you are a very adaptable group! 
 

Please be sure to read elsewhere in the newsletter about the October 11 event: 
Building Communication Bridges Conference.  This is an exciting one-day 
event with several interesting programs, exhibitors, and hard of hearing people 
just like you to meet.  You don’t want to miss this!  Please sign up now.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please contact the information listed.  �  
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To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book 
review, new product, personal/general member news, 
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704, 
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone 
303-363-8917 via CapTel  1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:  
kkeil75@yahoo.com.    (Please include source, date 
(and page number if possible.)) 
 

Submission deadline for November 2008 
newsletter:  no later than last weekend in October.  
The newsletter is mailed at least 10 days prior to 
SECO monthly meeting. 
 

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a 
constituency of hard of hearing people.  This cannot 
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.  
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be 
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the 
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and 
at the same time receive the benefits of that national 
membership.   
 

Individual:  $35/USA, $35/Canada/Mexico, 
$45/Overseas (via airmail).  
Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55 
/Overseas (via airmail).   
(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)   
 

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910 
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD  
20814.  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � �
There is only one real failure in life, and 
that is not to be true to the best one 
knows. 
                                                  ---John Far r rar  
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By Mark Valkonen, President 
 
 
 

Well, this has been a rather busy month, 
what with getting prepared for the Building 
Communication Bridges 2008 Conference 
on October 11, 2008.  That will be the 
second Saturday of the month, so we 
(SECO) won©t be meeting this month. 
 
We will meet next month at our regularly 
scheduled time and place, at the Mission 
Medical Clinic at 2125 East La Salle 
Street, second Saturday, November 8, 
2008, at 1 pm. 
 
We are looking forward to the conference 
on the 11th.  We are anticipating Marion 
Downs to give the keynote presentation, 
and HLAA©s Lise Hamlin will speak on 
advocacy and emergency preparedness.  I 
don©t want to repeat what is already in this 
newsletter, but allow me to add one (small) 
comment.   
 
Why advocate?  Is there really any in-
depth reason for us to get involved with 
making our voice heard?  Personally, it all 
seems so complicated.  But consider this, 
decisions made by the government 
(city/county/state/nation) affect both you 
and I, whether it is a speed limit on a local 
road or mandates for insurance.  Why not 
advocate for things that are a benefit to us, 
such as the recent passage of the ADA 
Amendments Act of 2008?   
 
That effort took many people many years, 
and it has now become a government 
decision, a decision that will affect us all.  
It is our anticipation the effect will be for 
the better.  If you want to know more, you 
are welcome to come to the conference 
and listen to Lise talk about advocacy. 
 
Until next month, stay well, stay warm, and 
keep listening!   �  
 

 
 

Hearing Loss Ass'n of Denver. Chapter meeting Saturday, October 
25th at 4280 Hale Parkway, Denver. 1:00 pm for socialization and 
greeting one another. 1:30 Program:  
 

We enjoyed so many of you at our picnic. Beautiful day. Good food 
and good company and conversation. 
  

Our topic should have broad appeal. It concerns tuning in to 
Assistive Listening Devices (ALD©s).   As most of us are aware, your 
President has used and touted their benefits for years.  This month 
we will have an expert with us to give us an update.  Dee Fomby 
has arranged to have Terry Ball with the Aspen Hearing Center in 
Denver to be with us for this session.  Her topic is PLUG IN AND 
BLISS OUT.   This will be a hands-on learning experience with 
cutting-edge devices to be displayed. 
  

Ms Ball has very impressive credentials. She is a fellow of the 
American Academy of Audiology and the American Speech 
and Language Hearing Association.  Some of Ms Ball©s training has 
been at the House Institute in L.A. You will not want to miss this 
presentation. 
  

A reminder is to all of you to do everything possible to try to make 
the Building Communication Bridges all-day conference on October 
11th, at the Ben Nighthorse Campbell Native Health Building at 
New Health campus in Aurora, which is the same location and great 
venue as last year.  Look elsewhere in this newsletter for more 
details. If you are not able to attend a national convention, this is the 
next best thing. Wonderful programs are offered with lots of 
exhibitors.  The minimal cost includes lunch.  If someone really 
would like to go but the budget is tight right now, contact Dee 
Fomby and we will see what we can work out. 
  

We will answer any questions people might have about the black 
converter box coupons and the process. 
 

 Thanks to Helene Gustafson for doing refreshments this month! 
  

Dave Conant wishes to thank you for the framed picture presented 
to me at the picnic. The gift is very beautiful and thoughtful.   
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OPEN-CAPTIONED 
MOVIE TITLE 

LOCATION  (See  
http://www.regmovies.com/nowshow
ing/opencaptionedshowtimes.aspx#
CO and  
http://www.insightcinema.org/links.h
tml for latest info) 
Check also http://www.fomdi.com to 
find open/closed captioned movies 

DATES 

NOTE:  If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies in 
Colorado, please send e-mail to debbie@mountainocean.com to be added to the mailing 
list.  �

Grand Junction   
Lakeview Terrace Regal Cinemas Canyon View 

Stadium 14 
Oct. 3-Oct. 9 

Golden (Lakewood)   
NA UA West Village Stadium 12 NA 
Lakewood/Littleton   
Eagle Eye Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Oct. 7-Oct. 9 
Ghosttown Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Oct. 3-Oct. 6 
Ghosttown UA Meadows 12, Littleton Oct. 3-Oct. 6 
Nights in Rodanthe UA Meadows 12, Littleton Oct. 7-Oct. 9 
Denver   
NA Cherry Creek 8 NA 

HLAA Chapters in Colorado 
 

Colorado 
 

CO – STATE CHAPTER 
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com 
Ph 303-938-9659 
(Note:  Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach 
your chapter contact) 
state website: 
http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org 
 

Join the Hearing Loss Association of 
America e-mail E-News:  
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp 
 

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)  
When:  Third Saturday of Month at 2 
PM, Sept. - May 
Where:  Twenty-Ninth Street Center 
Community Room, 1710 29th Street, 
Boulder, CO 
Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell 
Ph 303-948-1339 
e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com 
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta 
e-mail zac_lafratta@msn.com 
 

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER 
When:  Fourth Saturday of Month at 
1 PM, no meeting July/August 
(special event in Sept. and Dec., 
date TBA) 
Where:  Center for Hearing, Speech 
and Language, 4280 Hale Parkway, 
Denver, CO 
Chapter Contact:  Dave Conant  
Ph 303-777-2279 
e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM 
 

SOUTHEASTERN COLORADO 
CHAPTER 
When:  Second Saturday at 1:00 PM 
January-October 
Where:  Mission Medical Clinic, 2125 
E La Salle Street, Colorado Springs, 
CO 
Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen  
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net 
 

PUEBLO CHAPTER 
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail 
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com 
Ph 719-561-0648  
Tonya Barker 
Ph 719-561-3105 
Silverfox0506@hotmail.com 
 

Updated: 09/28/2008�  

Questions and Answers about Analog and Digital 
TVs and Converter Boxes 

 

How do I  know if I  have an analog or  digital TV? 
 
If your TV has a digital tuner, then it will work after February 17, 2009.  The 
best way to determine this is to consult your owner’s manual.  If that is not 
possible, you may be able to look up the information on the manufacturer’s 
website.  Or, look at your TV set to see if it has an input connection labeled 
“digital input”  or “ATSC” (for Advanced Television Systems Committee, 
which is the digital TV format). 
 
What is the TV Conver ter  Box Coupon Program? 
 
Congress crated the TV Converter Box Coupon Program for households 
wishing to keep their analog TV sets after February 17, 2009. 
 
Each U.S. household is eligible for two coupons, regardless of whether they 
have pay-television service or not.  The coupon can be applied toward the 
cost of eligible converter boxes.  To request a coupon, consumers can apply 
online at www.drv2009.gov or call the 24-hour hotline at 1-888-DTV-2009 
(1-888-388-2009). 
 
Visit www.EricksonTribune.com  for more “Ask Joe”  columns. 
 
 (Submitted by Marjorie von Frantzius from the Erickson Newsletter, a senior 
publication) � �  
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Mohney's Musings 
 

 

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado State  
Coordinator 

 
 
 

There is still time to get 
registered for our Building 
Communication Bridges - A 
Journey With Hearing Loss 
Conference being held on 
Saturday, October 11, 2008. It 
will be at the Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell Native Health Building 
at the Anschutz Medical Campus 
in Aurora, CO, 13055 E. 17th 
Ave, Aurora, CO 80045. 
 
This full day conference starts at 
9:00am, (check in starts at 
8:30am), includes lunch, and 
ends at 5:00 pm. You will enjoy 
the day from beginning to end, 
starting with the keynote speech 
and introduction by Dr. Marion 
Downs. If you have not had the 
opportunity to meet Marion, you 
will enjoy her dynamic 
presentation! She worked as a 
pediatric audiologist, and at 93 
years old wrote a book for 
seniors called "Shut Up and 
Live". 
 
Our workshops will be 
"Psychology of Hearing Loss" by 
Robin Santa-Teresa, PsyD, "The 
Latest Technology in Assistive 
Listening Devices" by Stacy 
Claycomb, AUD, "Taking the First 
Steps in Emergency 
Preparedness" by Lise Hamlin, 
HLAA Director of Public Policy 
and State Development, 
"Advocacy and Communication 
Access" also by Lise Hamlin, and 
a Panel Discussion with our 
experts so you can ask your 
questions! 
 

This year also features an 
incredible array of exhibitors! 
Colorado Relay will be there with 
Internet Captel, Cochlear 
Americas – learn the latest about 
cochlear implants, SComm – the 
makers of UBI Duo – an 
interactive set of keyboards for 
on the spot communication, the 
DBTAC – Disability Business and 
Technical Assistance Center – 
the regional ADA center, CCDHH 
– The Colorado Commission for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 
Caption Colorado – will have a 
brand new handheld captioning 
device, mobileCap, being used at 
Invesco Field and the Pepsi 
Center for real time captioning of 
what’s being said over the PA 
System, and the FCC will be 
there to answer all of your 
questions about the upcoming 
transition to digital TV in February 
2009.  
 
And of course, the Marion 
Downs Hearing Center and 
Hearing Loss Association will 
also be there. Attend the 
conference and you could walk 
away with a fantastic door prize!!!  
 
Registration for the day is $35, 
lunches for registration after 
October 1st are only available on 
a first come first served basis, 
and you can register online at: 
http://www.hearinglosscoloradoconventio
n.org, or call the Marion Downs 
Hearing Center at 720-848-2970.  
 
Your support of our Walk 4 
Hearing in May 2008 along with 
generous support and 
collaboration from the Marion 
Downs Hearing Center is 
responsible for making this 
Awesome conference a reality. 
Don©t miss out on this incredible 

experience, and invite someone 
to attend with you! See you on 
October 11th!  � �
�
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MASSARO: For urban 
gardener David Conant, 

volunteerism is in his nature 
� � �. � �� �	 � ++� �� /�0� �  � �	 � #
 !� �
 �1� 2+�

3� � 
 !� � !4�
 
Tuesday, July 1, 2008     Rocky Mtn News 

 
Ken Papaleo / The Rocky 

David Conant works the soil recently at 
Rosedale Community Garden in south-central 
Denver. Besides gardening, Conant, the 
Minoru Yasui Community Volunteer Award 
winner for June, works on behalf of the 
hearing-impaired.  

 
David Conant really digs helping 
people. He spends a lot of time 
bouncing back and forth between a 
couple of volunteer ventures. 
 
He pitches in on behalf of the Denver 
chapter of Hearing Loss Association 
of America. 
 
He is also deeply involved in Denver 
Urban Gardens. He was instrumental 
in encouraging others to share their 
bounty with Project Angel Heart, a 
nonprofit that provides hot meals to 

people who have HIV-AIDS, cancer 
or other life-threatening illness. 
 
Conant has been selected the Minoru 
Yasui Community Volunteer Award 
for June, named in honor of the late 
community activist. 
 
Conant, 79, started volunteering with 
Citizens for Global Change. 
 
"We©d go to Washington once a year 
and lobby our local representatives. 
We©d write letters to newspapers," he 
said. "Peace activism is what it was." 
 
Along the way, his hearing got 
progressively worse. So he began 
volunteering with the Hearing Loss 
Association of America. 
 
"I wanted to see something more 
tangible at the end of the day," he 
said. 
 
He has given talks to people, sharing 
tips on how to cope.Then he became 
involved with community gardens, 
through which he recruits gardeners 
by talking up the benefits of growing 
nutritious food. 
 
"We©re also typically known as the 
garden that shares," he said. "Every 
year we give many thousands of 
pounds of food to Project Angel 
Heart. Every Monday morning in July, 
we share our bounty of produce." 
 
Last year©s harvest wasn©t as 
bountiful - about 3,000 pounds of fruit 
and vegetables donated. 
 
"Some years, it has been as high as 
5,000 pounds," Conant said. 
 
Conant himself likes to dig in the dirt. 
 
"For many people, it©s a spiritual 
place," he said. "It©s almost a therapy. 
It©s more than just growing a nice, 
vine-ripened tomato." 
 
The garden has offered him some 
solace for his hearing loss. 
 

"When you have a hearing loss, your 
world shrinks," he said. "People 
become alienated. They lose their 
sense of worth to their family, to their 
community." 
 
Conant grew up on a New England 
farm. 
 
"My father instilled in me those 
values of hard work and giving back," 
he said. 
 
He came to University of Denver in 
1950, graduating with a degree in 
liberal arts. He worked for the Social 
Security Administration for 35 years. 
 
He foraged for wild food, volunteering 
at nature centers and pointing out 
what plants were safe to eat and how 
to fix them. 
 
"You can only do so much golf or 
recreational activities. You need to do 
something, to give something back to 
give life meaning," he said. 
 
He does have a hobby - playing ping 
pong. In fact, he and his partner, 
Mike Morita, of Fort Collins, won the 
gold medal at the State Senior 
Games, qualifying for the nationals 
next year.  � �
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Hearing Loss Association of 
Pueblo Chapter News 

 

The Pueblo Chapter is having a 
Sprint WebCapTel demonstration in 
October.  
 

We meet on the third Saturday of the 
month at our local library, which for 
this month is October 18th.   
 

For more information, contact 
Sharon Campbell at 
HLAAPueblo@yahoo.com, or call 
719-561-0648.  � �
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Thru the efforts of the 
Hearing Loss Association of 
America 
(www.hearingloss.org), a 
new, online social community 
has been set up on the Web 
specifically for Hard of 
Hearing "young adults" (ages 
18 to 35) who want to meet 
their contemporaries in their 
home towns and around the 
country. 

 It©s sort of a Hard of Hearing 
Facebook and gives young 
adults the opportunity to meet 
and interact with people their 
own age who have a hearing 
loss - something they don©t 

always have an opportunity to 
do in their daily life in 
school, at work or even 
socially. 

 If you, or someone you 
know, might like to learn 
more about this new outreach 
effort, go or send them to: 

http://hear inglossnation.ning.com/              
� �

�
�

HOH-LD-News, Vol. 36, Issue 3, July 19, 2008  
Copyright (C) 2008 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights 
reserved.  

 

Scientist create 3-D 
image of protein 

filaments that facilitate 
hearing 

 
Berkeley Lab researchers say 
that they have made a significant 
advance towards understanding 
exactly how hearing works. The 
researchers claim that they have 
for the first time pieced together 
the three-dimensional structure of 
a gossamer-like filament of 
proteins in the inner ear, which 
enables the sense of hearing and 
balance. They say that their work 
may lead to improved treatments 
for some forms of hearing loss, 
which affect about 10 per cent of 
people. The filaments help 
transform the mechanical 
vibrations of sound into electrical 
signals that can be interpreted by 
the brain, say the researchers. In 
their study report, they have 
revealed that such filaments are 
only four nanometres wide, and 
160 nanometres long. The world 
becomes silent when enough of 
them break, the report adds.  
http://tinyurl.com/6d4hrf  � �
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The Economics of Computer-
Based Auditory Training 

 

Most audiologists agree that fitting 
hearing aids is just the initial step in 
the treatment of acquired hearing 
loss in adults, as there is evidence of 
the effectiveness of aural 
rehabilitation to improve long-term 
benefit from amplification (Sweetow 
& Palmer, 2005; Hawkins, 2005; 
Sweetow & Sabes, 2006). Some 
such evidence includes published 
reports suggesting that return for 
credit rates for participants in group 
aural rehabilitation (AR) classes is p 
to three times less than for patients 
who opt not to participate in group 
AR (Northern & Beyer, 1999). Few 
audiologists offer any type of aural 
rehabilitation or auditory training in 
their daily clinical practice, however, 
despite evidence supporting its 

effectiveness. Historically, AR has 
failed to become embraced by the 
wider dispensing community for a 
number of reasons. First, it is viewed 
as time consuming by many 
practitioners. Even in the face of solid 
evidence supporting its effectiveness, 
AR has not been widely embraced 
because it has taken time away from 
the more lucrative and perhaps more 
rewarding task of fitting hearing aids.  
http://tinyurl.com/6lk4sj   �  
  
HOH-LD-News, Vol. 36, Issue 6. August 9, 2008  
Copyright (C) 2008 Hearing Loss Web, LLC. All rights 
reserved.  
 

Hearing Loss can be Fatal for 
Soldiers 

 

The bombs along the Baghdad road 
exploded one after the other, leaving 
one soldier unconscious and another 
screaming from his wounds. Staff 
Sgt. Kevin Dunne©s squad was under 
attack. Rifle and machine gun fire 
pinned them down. Then shots from 
a sniper. Dunne yelled orders, but he 

and his squad were at a 
disadvantage. Dunne says he 
couldn©t hear well enough to tell 
where the sniper fire was coming 
from. "I had no idea," he wrote in an 
e-mail to USA TODAY. In the four 
months before the April 7 attack, the 
chief physician at Fort Hood, Texas, 
had warned that Dunne©s hearing 
was so bad that he should be 
removed from combat duties. Others 
in the Army overruled him and sent 
Dunne back to Iraq for his third 
combat tour. Now, a member of 
Dunne©s squad - Sgt. Richard 
Vaughn, 22, of San Diego - lay dead 
from a sniper©s bullet. "He was lying 
in the middle of the street 
motionless," Dunne wrote. "I blame 
myself a lot for not being able to 
identify the threat simply because of 
the way I heard the shots."  
http://tinyurl.com/572kow  �  
�
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