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Lake Tahoe as seen from Heavenly Mountain. 

 
HLAA Reno 2008 Convention 

 

Lake Tahoe was a popular attraction for many Reno 
Convention attendees to visit.  Karen Keil will write a 
report next month.  Many local area people came to 
see the convention, too.  Stay tuned!   

 

A Look Back at the Longmont Walk 4 
Hearing Walk 

 

On Saturday, May 3rd, 2008, over 100 registered walkers 
participated in the Walk 4 Hearing walk in Longmont around 
McIntosh Lake at the scenic Dawson Park with Longs Peak as 
the backdrop.   

Over $17,500 was raised for the national Hearing Loss 
Association of America organization and the Colorado chapters 
who helped to put on the walk. 
 

Below are some pictures from the 2008 Walk.  See Karen’s and 
Zac’s slideshows at http://tinyurl.com/5luakx and 
http://tinyurl.com/5oaeqy respectively. 
  

Thank you with great appreciation to all our sponsors, 
supporters and walkers who helped make this a success! 

 

 
Banner of our Sponsors 
 

 
Checking in 
 
 
 

 
Opening of the Walk Introduction 
 

 
Beginning the walk 
 

 
Walking around the lake 
 

 
Advanced Bionics team 
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By HLAA Boulder  Chapter  
 

 

Meeting Time: 2:00 p.m.to 4:00 p.m., Saturday, September 
20, 2008 
Location: Twenty Ninth Street Center Community Room, 
Canyon and 29th Street (rebuilt Crossroads Mall), upstairs, 
next to Borders Books.  
 
 

The topic this month is a presentation by Dr. Barbara Jenkins 
on  Bluetooth Technology and the Tehuacan 

Children Outreach Program.  Please contact Zac La Fratta 
at zac_lafratta@msn.com for further details. Come attend this presentation 
with your Bluetooth and  Outreach Program questions! 
 
 

Directions— 
The street address is 1710 29th 
Street (if you want to get a map from 
Mapquest.com or Yahoo.com). We 
will meet in the COMMUNITY ROOM 
on the 3rd floor just north of the 
center’s Central Plaza, near Borders 
Books and Laudisio Restaurant.  The 
Community Room is directly upstairs 
from the Lululemon and Papyrus 
stores, just north of Borders Books, 
on the 3rd floor. 
 
Directions: Entering 
Boulder as US 36 from 
Denver, the highway 
becomes 28th Street. Go 
to the 3rd stoplight, and 
turn right on Canyon 
Boulevard into the 
center. There is free 
underground parking, 
which you enter from 
Canyon Boulevard 
between 29th and 30th 
Streets, right next to the 
newly opened Century 
Theaters, on the back 
side of the Home Depot 
store. From that parking 
garage, you can take the elevator directly to the 3rd floor, then go north on the 
balcony to the Community Room, one door north of Borders Books. Or if you’re 
coming from a different direction, simply find Borders, take the stairs or elevator 
to the top floor, exit on the balcony, and go one door to the north (see maps). 
This location is more centrally located, for people living outside of Boulder, and 
may be easier to get to for some people.  �    
 

 
 

September  2008 
 S M T W T F S  
       1    2     3    4     5    6  
 7    8    9   10   11   12  13 
14  15  16  17   18   19  20 
21  22  23   24  25   26  27 
28  29  30 

 
� � 	 
�� 
 �� � � � �� � � � � �	 ��� � �� ��� � �� 
	 � � �
� � � � �� � �� 
	 � � �� �	 �� �� � � 
� �� 	 �� 
���� � � � �� � �	 � � 
 � � ��
� 
 � �� � � �� � � � �� � �� � �
� � � � �� ��� 
�� � ��� 
���� � �� 
 �� � ����� 
 � �� � � �� � � � �� � � � � ��
� � � �� ��� � � �� � 
�� � 	 � �� 
�
� � 	 � �� 
�� � � �	 � ����� � � �� � �  !� ���� 
 � �� " � �� � � � �
� �� � � � #�$� �%� � � � � &� � � ��
� � � �� ��� � � �
	 ��� � � � � 
�� � 	 � �� 
�
� � 	 � �� 
�� � � �	 � ����� � � � �� � 
 � 
 !�� 
 � �� � � �' ' � � �� � �� � �
 � ! " � 
� � �� �� � � �	 � ����	 � �(� ��� �� � 
 �) �� 
 !*�#+��� 
 � �� � � �
� � � � �� � �� � �
� � � �� ��� � �� � �� 
	 � � �� � 	 � �� 
�
� � 	 � �� 
�� � � �	 � ����	 � � �, � � � 
 � 
 �� � �� �� � %� � � � � +!&
 � !�
� � � �� ��#� � " �� �� � 	 � �� 
�
� � 	 � �� 
�� � � �	 � ����- � � �� 
 �� � � � � � ���� � � �� � � �
 � " � �
� �� � � #� � �� %� � � � � &� � � ��
 

To submit a news item, article, clipping, story, book 
review, new product, personal/general member news, 
etc., please contact Karen Keil, P. O. Box 472704, 
Aurora, CO 80047-2704 by mail or by home phone 
303-363-8917 via CapTel  1-877-243-2823 or E-mail:  
kkeil75@yahoo.com.    (Please include source, date 
(and page number if possible.)) 
 

Submission deadline for October 2008 newsletter:  
no later than last weekend in September.  The 
newsletter is mailed at least 10 days prior to SECO 
monthly meeting. 
 

A major objective of HLAA is to develop a 
constituency of hard of hearing people.  This cannot 
be achieved without members throughout the U.S.  
Members of HLAA groups and chapters should be 
members of HLAA National to help accomplish the 
goals that will benefit all hard of hearing people and 
at the same time receive the benefits of that national 
membership.   
 

Individual:  $35/USA, $35/Canada/Mexico, 
$45/Overseas (via airmail).  
Professional: $35/USA, $45/Canada/Mexico, $55 
/Overseas (via airmail).   
(Other types of memberships include Library, Non-
Profit Organization and Organization, etc.)   
 

For information, send a SASE to HLAA, 7910 
Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD  
20814.  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � �
The past is a place of reference, not a 
place of residency. 
                                                  ---Willie Jolley 
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by Mark Valkonen, President 
 

At our previous meeting (on August 9), I gave 
an in depth presentation about the activities 
and workshops I attended at the National 
Convention in Reno, Nevada.  I talked about 
the opening session where Mark Ross 
received the Lifetime Achievement award 
and Ollie Cantos gave the keynote address - 
and who went bowling later that night 
(complete with a strike and two spares, too)!   
The Growing Up With Hearing Loss 
(GUWHL) group met for dinner that night, 
where Dana Mulvany had microphones for 
every one, and all of us (count ©em, 11) were 
all able to talk and hear each other! 
 
 

At the awards banquet, SECO received an 
outreach award, and Debbie Mohney (who 
was visiting) was recognized for her work on 
the Walk 4 Hearing Colorado.   
 
 

Some of the workshops included Working 
Together to Amplify Our Advocacy Efforts, 
where it was explained that government 
decisions affect us, so we should (definitely) 
advocate for ourselves.  At the State 
Government Agency Networking session, 
Commissioners from New Mexico were 
looking to start a networking activity.  The 
next one, Effective Communication 
Approaches, talked about requesting specific 
activities when (courteously) requesting 
accommodations.   
 
 

Sam & Janet Trychin presented Improving 
Communication Wherever You Are.  Then 
there was the Junque Food Fest (missed 
most of it, only popcorn was left when I got 
there....).  I stepped in to see Representative 
Heller, from the Nevada legislature.  That 
night was a movie event, sponsored by 
Sorenson Video.  The movie was Baby 
Mama with Tina Fey. 
 
 

Starting the day on Saturday was the Walk 4 
Hearing (Ann Pope oversaw the beginning of 
this annual event 3 years ago!).  Lise Hamlin 
presented Emergency Preparedness 
 

                                                       (continued on page 6)�

 
 
 

Saturday, September 6 at Mir Park, S. Elm and E. Center 
Ave., Glendale, CO. 12:00 NOON for Annual Potluck 
Picnic  
 
 
 

The Hearing Loss Association of Denver is planning their chapter’s 
probably most popular event—the annual potluck picnic.  The 
chapter will supply ham, beverages, ice and table service.   
 

The date is Saturday, September 6, 2008 at noon.  The picnic will 
take place at Mir Park, S. Elm and E. Center Ave., Glendale, CO.   
Suggestions for the menu include salad, side dish, rolls or other 
breads, fruit or dessert.   
 

Members and guests are to RSVP by Saturday, August 30th, to Judy 
Bryan with your name and phone number, the number in your group 
(adults welcome as space is limited), and what to bring for six 
people.  After ‘chow time’, everyone is invited to tell some of their 
tall tales, jokes or bloopers.   
 

Directions:  From Colo. Blvd. and Virginia Ave. just south of 
Alameda Ave., go east on Virginia Ave.  See Shotgun Willies at the 
corner.  Go approximately 1 mile on Virginia Ave. Pass the Target 
Store.  Turn RIGHT on Elm St.  Follow curve to the picnic area.  
(See map.) 
 

The next fourth Saturday meeting will resume on October 25th. 
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OPEN-CAPTIONED 
MOVIE TITLE 

LOCATION  (See  
http://www.regmovies.com/nowshow
ing/opencaptionedshowtimes.aspx#
CO and  
http://www.insightcinema.org/links.h
tml for latest info) 

DATES 

NOTE:  If you wish to get the latest e-mail updates on open-captioned movies in 
Colorado, please send e-mail to debbie@mountainocean.com to be added to the mailing 
list.  �
Grand Junction   
Mirrors Regal Cinemas Canyon View 

Stadium 14 
Sept. 2-4 

Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants 2 

Regal Cinemas Canyon View 
Stadium 14 

Aug. 26-Sept. 1 

Golden (Lakewood)   
Mirrors UA West Village Stadium 12 Sept. 2-4 
Pineapple Express UA West Village Stadium 12 Aug. 29-Sept.1 
Lakewood/Littleton   
Death Race UA Meadows 12, Littleton Sept. 2 -4 
The Rocker UA Meadows 12, Littleton Aug. 29-Sept. 1 
Tropic Thunder UA Meadows 12, Littleton Aug. 26-Aug. 28 
The Mummy: Tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor 

Colorado Mills Stadium 16 Aug. 26-Aug.28 

Denver   
Mamma Mia! Cherry Creek 8 Aug. 31-Sept. 1 

Hearing Loss Association of Pueblo Chapter News 
 
The Pueblo Chapter had a fun Ice Cream Social in July, and is looking forward to a 
rap session program for August. The September program is to be determined, and we 
expect the Sprint WebCapTel demonstration in October. We meet on the third 
Saturday of the month at our local library. For more information, contact Sharon 
Campbell at HLAAPueblo@yahoo.com, or call 719-561-0648. 
 
The picture is from the Ice Cream Social on July 19th. 

 
 

HLAA Chapters in Colorado 
 

Colorado 
 

CO – STATE CHAPTER 
COORDINATOR : Debbie Mohney e-
mail debbie@mountainocean.com 
Ph 303-938-9659 
(Note:  Please notify me if you aren’t able to reach 
your chapter contact) 
state website: 
http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org 
 

Join the Hearing Loss Association of 
America e-mail E-News:  
http://www.hearingloss.org/membership/Sen.asp 
 

BOULDER CHAPTER (Boulder)  
When:  Third Saturday of Month at 2 
PM, Sept. - May 
Where:  Twenty-Ninth Street Center 
Community Room, 1710 29th Street, 
Boulder, CO 
Chapter Contact: Amy Becktell 
Ph 303-948-1339 
e-mail hlaaboulder@yahoo.com 
Chapter Contact: Zac La Fratta 
e-mail zac_lafratta@msn.com 
 

CENTRAL DENVER CHAPTER 
When:  Fourth Saturday of Month at 
1 PM, no meeting July/August 
(special event in Sept. and Dec., 
date TBA) 
Where:  Center for Hearing, Speech 
and Language, 4280 Hale Parkway, 
Denver, CO 
Chapter Contact:  Dave Conant  
Ph 303-777-2279 
e-mail DCONANT2279@MSN.COM 
 

SOUTHEASTERN COLORADO 
CHAPTER 
When:  Second Saturday at 11:00 
AM January-October 
Where:  Colorado Springs Senior 
Center, 1514 North Hancock Street, 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Chapter Contact: Mark Valkonen  
e-mail mv-hlaa@comcast.net 
 

PUEBLO CHAPTER 
Sharon L. Campbell e-mail 
hlaapueblo@yahoo.com 
Ph 719-561-0648  
Tonya Barker 
Ph 719-561-3105 
Silverfox0506@hotmail.com 
 

Updated: 08/11/2008�  
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Mohney's Musings 
 

By Debbie Mohney, HLAA Colorado State  
Coordinator 

 
 

Hi, Everyone!! I hope you had a 
wonderful summer!! I’m not ready for 
it to end just yet, you probably know 
by now; I like warm weather better 
than cold weather!  
The highlight of the summer has 
been the Hearing Loss Association of 
America convention in Reno in June. 
Oh boy, we had great representation 
from Colorado, with a nice sized 
delegation. These people 
represented their respective 
chapters: 
        Boulder – Amy Becktell, Carol 
Cain, Zac La Fratta, Linda Harmon, 
Karen Keil, Debbie Mohney, and Ann 
Pruitt 

        Denver – Dave Conant, Dee 
Fomby, Jack Gibson, Ann Monson, 
and Marjorie Von Frantzius 

        SE Colorado (Colorado Springs) 
– Bob Knox, Vickie Pacheco, and Mark 
Valkonen 

        Pueblo – Tonya Barker and 
Sharon Campbell 

Also from Colorado representing the 
Colorado Commission for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing, were Cliff 
Moers (Director) and Cheri Davis. It 
was great to have them attend!! 
The conference in Reno was 
wonderful!! I wish you all could have 
been there. The workshops and 
exhibit hall were outstanding, and all 
of the events were so much fun! 
The opening session started out with 
a bang, Ollie Cantos, VII, special 
counsel to the acting assistant 
attorney general from the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department of Justice 
was the keynote speaker. Ollie is 
blind and did a wonderful rousing 
plea to speak up for our rights; he 
even drew a visual diagram on a 
white board, captivating all of us in 
the audience. After the opening 
session we had a night of bowling, 

and I got to bowl with Ollie! Yes, he’s 
blind, but it obviously was not his first 
time bowling, and we had a blast! 
Some of the workshops included: 
Bluetooth and you, working with 
representatives in legislature and 
advocacy methods, understanding 
your hearing loss, effective 
communication, cochlear implants, 
emergency preparedness, digital 
television transition, the ADA and 
you, and the list goes on.  
The exhibitors always have plenty of 
technology to present, and it’s 
overwhelming to see everything. 
There is always a new phone, or 
assistive listening device, and you 
can spend the whole convention just 
going through the exhibit hall.  
The association banquet is held on 
the last night of the convention; it’s a 
time to revisit those friends you’ve 
made through the convention time 
and to be entertained. This year, we 
saw Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin 
(well, yeah, impersonators) and they 
got the audience involved during a 
couple of their signature songs. What 
a kick! 
The research symposium this year 
highlighted “Lifelong Learning for 
Individuals With Hearing Loss”. All of 
us know the unique struggle we face 
in trying to get accommodations that 
are distinct from those who use 
American Sign Language, as we 
often cannot use interpreters. We 
have needs for adequate 
amplification through the use of 
assistive listening devices, real time 
captioning, and other 
accommodations that are necessary 
for accessing the curriculum.  
Today’s students with hearing loss go 
through K-12 with accommodations 
provided on an IEP through their 
schools and the efforts of school 
administrators and their parents. 
When they turn 18, they have to start 
advocating for themselves and 
obtaining services on their own. Too 
often, students do not receive the 
accommodations they need, and as a 

result they can flounder very easily in 
the higher education system.  
One thing I didn’t know is that 
parents are no longer able to go to 
the school and advocate for their 
child who is now considered an adult 
at age 18, in fact, students have to 
give explicit approval in order for their 
parents to even inquire about their 
progress. The students themselves 
have to be able to step forward and 
ask for accommodations; no one else 
can do it for them.  
If they are ashamed of their hearing 
loss, or not willing to speak up, they 
may be setting themselves up for 
failure. It’s important for all of us to 
recognize that these younger 
students with hearing loss need our 
support!  
It’s time to register for our annual 
Building Communication Bridges 
Conference being held on Saturday, 
October 11, 2008, 9am to 4:30, at the 
Ben Nighthorse Campbell center at 
the University of Colorado Hospital 
campus. The cost is $25 when 
registered in advance, which includes 
lunch. Please use the registration 
form in this newsletter or check out 
our website, 
http://www.hearinglosscolorado.org. 
� �
�
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Caption Colorado, LLC is 

now offer ing the latest 
technology for  the Deaf and 

Hard-of-Hear ing Community 
at INVESCO and the Pepsi 
Center  with a new service 

powered by mobileCap.  This 
revolutionary service offers 
Deaf and Hard-of-Hear ing 
people full communication 
access in event centers by 

deliver ing realtime 
captioning of everything said 
on the Public Address (PA) 

system to a hand-held device.  
Caption Colorado, LLC is 

dedicated to making all event 
centers fully accessible for  
Deaf and Hard-of-Hear ing 

attendees.  Be the first to try 
the newest technology for  the 
Deaf and Hard-of-Hear ing 

Community.    

 

 

 
 
Caption Colorado, LLC is the leading 
captioning provider to broadcast television.  
Caption Colorado, LLC has expanded its 
services to best serve the Deaf and Hard-of-
Hearing population nationwide by also offering 

captioning for classrooms, training sessions, 
meetings, video conferences, web cast 
captioning and Relay Conference Captioning 
(RCC).  Caption Colorado, LLC is dedicated to 
making full communication access accessible to 
the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing population as it 
is equivalent to the hearing population. Please 
visit our website at www.captioncolorado.com 
or contact Brenda Parrish-Nowicki at 
brendan@captioncolorado.com  �  
 

 

for People with Hearing Loss, where 
the ©Make a plan, Make a Kit, be 
Prepared© was explained from our 
perspective.  On a side note, we are 
working with Lise to bring her to 
Colorado for the state convention.  
Ollie Cantos presented about The 
ADA and you.  After that, Ronnie 
Adler talked about the Walk 4 
Hearing website, giving a fairly 
comprehensive overview of the entire 
website.  Following that presentation, 
I attended a workshop on Conflict in 
the Workplace: from Avoidance to 
Resolution.  The idea is to use 
technology, the environment, and our 
own behavior to our advantage 
(courteous behavior!).  Of course, I 
didn©t miss the Ice Cream Social!  
The banquet was delicious, and 
many people had a good time with 
the evening©s entertainment - 
Deanoholics, or some such... 
 

Sunday, at the research symposium, 
the topic was Life Long Learning for 
Individuals with Hearing Loss.  They 
gave information from a couple of 
books, which are available on-line in 
PDF format.  In summary, I 
personally had a wonderful time at 
the conference, and am already 
making plans to attend next year. 
 

Next month, our meeting will be on 
September 13, from 1 to 3 pm at the 
Mission Medical Clinic.  The address 
is 2125 E La Salle Street.  The topic 
will be Available Resources for the 
Hard of Hearing in the State of 
Colorado. 
 

I would also like to take a moment to 
extend an invitation to everyone to 
come to Colorado Springs on August 
23 for the Everybody Welcome 
Celebration, a fun-filled event for the 

                                        (continued on page 7) 

(SE COLO Chapter continued from page 3) 
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whole family in downtown Colorado 
Springs.  The admission is free, and 
SECO will have an exhibitors booth. 
 

One final bit of news--new officers 
have been elected.  The Vice Prez is 
Chris Hampton, Treasurer is Pauline 
Weiss, and Secretary is Alberta 
Valkonen.  I am looking forward to 
working with these people as we 
propel our chapter into the future!  �  
 

Greetings from Amy 
Becktell, Boulder Chapter 

President 
 

Welcome to the new meeting year for 
2008-2009!  Thank you to the Boulder 
HLAA chapter membership for electing 
me to be the president.  I’m looking 
forward to meeting the members and 
hearing your ideas about the chapter and 
its activities. 
 

I was able to attend the National HLAA 
convention in Reno, NV in June.  The 
Boulder chapter was well represented at 
the convention, and we all returned with 
great ideas for programs, community 
outreach, and activities for the chapter.  
If you attended the ice cream social in 
August, you had an opportunity to hear 
about some of the things we learned at 
the conference.  With your support, we 
will work to implement some of the ideas 
in the coming year. 
 

The national HLAA is working on 
initiatives to reach out to the hard of 
hearing young adult demographic.  
Boulder is in a unique position to work 
on this type of outreach due to the 
number of colleges in the area.  Although 
there have been many advances in 
hearing technology, these young people 
may feel frustration and isolation as they 
begin their careers.  Boulder HLAA can 
help them by letting them know they are 
not alone. 
 

That’s just one idea for reaching out to 
the Boulder community.  What is also 
important is reaching out to you, our 
current members, to make sure the 
chapter provides programs and support 
to meet your needs as a person with 
hearing loss.  Please let us know what the 

chapter can do to help you by contacting 
any board member with your ideas. 
 

As you all know, this organization is run 
by a dedicated group of volunteers, and 
many members have been active 
volunteers for years.  If you are 
interested in helping the chapter by 
participating as a volunteer, please let 
any board member know of your interest.  
We will be happy to work with you to 
find out your interests to make your 
volunteer experience enjoyable. 
 

Thanks!  We are looking forward to an 
active, fun year!  � �
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Tuesday, July 1, 2008     Rocky Mtn News 

 
Ken Papaleo / The Rocky 

David Conant works the soil recently at 
Rosedale Community Garden in south-central 
Denver. Besides gardening, Conant, the 
Minoru Yasui Community Volunteer Award 
winner for June, works on behalf of the 
hearing-impaired.  

 (SE COLO Chapter continued from page 6) 
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David Conant, award winner 
of the Minoru Yasui 

Community Volunteer Award 
for June 

 
 
David Conant was awarded the 
Minoru Yasui Community Volunteer 
Award on June 26th, partly because 
of his volunteer efforts for the hearing 
impaired.  He is president of the 
Hearing Loss Association of Denver 

chapter.  His award check of $2,000 
has been donated to the Hearing 
Loss Association of Denver for its 
outreach programs.  David Conant 
also received a plaque and a 
proclamation signed by the Denver 
Mayor John Hickenlooper.  One 
portion of the proclamation says:  
 

“David has a hearing loss and uses this 
hearing loss to teach other people how 
to deal with their own.  David uses every 
opportunity he can to educate people 
about hearing loss and how to find help 
in the community.  Over the years, he 
has worked tirelessly to find good 
programs and speakers for the Denver 
Chapter and the state organization.” 
 

An article on David Conant, written 
by Gary Massaro, Rocky Mountain 
News columnist, appeared in the July 
1, 2008 edition of the newspaper.   A 
picture of David digging in the garden 

from the article can be viewed on 
page 7.   
 

Congratulations to David Conant on 
his volunteer award! 
 

 
Judy Bryan congratulates David Conant as 
Lynn Conant looks on.       
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